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CERTAIN PROBLEMS REGARDING THE METHOD OF STUDYING ECONOMIC THEORY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 2-13 

[Article by Lin Zili [2651 1311 0500}] 

[Text ] I 


Having taken a tortuous path for 30 years, the great cause of building 
socialism has given the Chinese people a new historic choice. 


Our production must be modernized. Our livelihood must be modernized. 
Modernization is the sacred goal which China must struggle to achieve 

in the course of moving toward the 2lst century. The third plenum of 
the llth party Central Committee has won the heartfelt support of the 
broad masses of people precisely because it proposed shifting the main 
focus of work to modernized socialist construction in conformity with 
the requirements of historical development. Meanwhile, it has motivated 
the people to thoroughly investigate the path to be taken to reach the 
goal of modernization. Undoubtedly, whether or not the choice is cor- 
rect, that is, whether or net the economic torm adopted conforms to the 
requirements of modernization, is related to whether our goal will be 
realized smoothly or circuitously, rapidly or slowly. This considera- 
tion, befire making a choice, starts from our strong desire to not 
linger any longer, because the time left in the 20 years and more is 
extremely precious. We als» have bitter recollections when we look back, 
with pride as well as regret, on the path we have taken in building 
socialism for many years. People cannot help asking: 


Why is it impossible for our national economy to grow continuously and 
rapidly, and why is it still at a fairly low level of development? 


Why is it impossible to maintain a constant balance in our national 
economy? Why have there been two serious cases of imbalance which 
lasted a fairly long time? 


Why do the various districts, departments and enterprises compete tor 
investments, equipment, materials and labor from the state? Why do they 








think that the more they get, the better it will be? Why do they show 
little consideration for the results of using capital? Why do they nor 
shoulder economic responsibilities, and why are they extremely extrava- 
gant? 


Why do we talk about shortening the battleline of basic construction 
every year, yet the scale of basic construction exceeds the financial 
and materiai power we can supply every year? 


Why are there shortages of some materials and an excessive accumulation 
of others? Why are there unusual channels of material circulation 
everywhere, and why is it impossible to set up rational cooperative 
relationships? 


Why is there a shortage of many commodities needed for the people's 
livelihood, while there is blind production of commodities which are 
not welcomed by the people? 


Why are many enterprises satisfied with things as they are? Why do they 
not want to move ahead? Why do they not attach importance to scientific 
research or energetically adopt advanced technology or strive to improve 
the functions and quantity of the commodities, but instead pass their 
days by relying on the “iron rice bowl"? 


Why are many enterprises self-contained? Why do they form their own 
system but do not develop specialized coordination? Why are they 
absorbed in managing “comprehensive plants" and “small societies"? 


Why are the enterprises unable to absorb and reduce the labor force in 
accordance with the requirements of production? Why are the workers 
unable to select their units of work according to their abilities, con- 
ditions and will, thus effecting an improvement in labor productivity in 
the enterprises and full development of the workers’ individual 
abilities? 


Why do some workers show no concern for the profits and losses of the 
enterprise and lack a strong sense of being masters, thus making it 
difficult to mobilize their initiative and creativeness in contributing 
their wisdom and abilities? 


Why is the circulation of funds in society slow? Why is the turnover 
constantly impeded, thus affecting rapid reproduction in society? 


Why are the economic results of many enterprises not more realistically 
manifested? Why is it that the properly managed enterprises do not 
necessariiy make much profit and may even incur losses, while the poorly 
managed enterprises do not necessarily suffer losses and may even make 
greater profits? 














Why do many units of the collective economy in the countryside increase 
production without increasing income? Why do some units even receive 
less income as a resuit of increased output, and why is a great propor- 
tion of the remuneration for the labor of commune members paid by the 
industry of the communes and brigades? 


Wiy are there so many difficulties in the implementation of the principle 
of distribution to each according to his work? Why has it changed its 
shape to some extent and been carried out as; equalitarianism? 


Why is the turnover in our economic management system usually sluggish, 
the reaction slow and the organization clumsy? Why is there no effi- 
ciency? Why are there the shortcomings of bureaucratism and officialdom? 


Why do we constantly talk about doing things according to economic laws, 
while there are still many cases of acting in accordance with the “will 
of officers," contrary to the economic laws? 


People can advance many similar questions. From the viewpoint of 
appearances, they are really very complicated and disorderly. However, 
if we go deeply into the essence, through the surface of the questions, 
it is not difficult to see that these questions concern the relation- 
Ships among the state, the production units and the workers as indi- 
viduals, such as the relationship between the state and the enterprise, 
among the enterprises themselves, between the enterprise and the work- 
ers, and so on. All these relationships can be summed up as the rela- 
tions of ownership, which are also the relations of production in society. 
The profound reason for the existence of these questions, which have 
existed in our economic life for many year3, must be found in the rela- 
tions of ownership. We must carry out modernized construction. If the 
relations of ownership are not the social form which conforms to the 
development of modernized productive forces, but are just the opposite, 
these questions will continue to harass us. We will not be able to 
attain the hoped-for goals in our economic growth; our backward 
appearance will remain unchanged for a long time; there may ever be 
strategic setbacks on all sides, and the danger of hesitation and stag- 
nation may arise, thus greatly delaying the development of modernization. 
The third plenum established the policy of carrying out economic reforms. 
This has tremendous and far-reaching significance. It is far from suf- 
ficient to regard reforms only as partial and a minor patchwork affair. 
It should be sevn that the essence of reforms is to change and improve 
ownership, name.y, to comprehensively adjust the relations of material 
gains among people and to replace the outdated, stifling economic ~ela- 
tions and forms of economic activities with a new system. This great, 
extensive and profound socioeconomic reform will exert a tremendous 
influence on the future and the destiny of our country and has opened up 
for us a new, majestic and profound era for the cause of building 
socialism. 








[f we examine the conditions of development in the countries of the 
worid which are building socialism at present, ust of them have gone 
through (and some are still going through) reforms of the economic 
system. Even though they start the reforms at different times, the 
duration is long in some cases and stort in others, and there are 
different characteristic: in the specific procedures, policies and 
measures, they have ali touched upon and changed the original relations 
of ownership to various extents and in various degrees of profundity. 
The reason fcr reforms in these countries is closely relatec to the 
formation and later development of their economic systems. The Soviet 
Union, as the first country in which the proletariat seized political 
power, was the first one to set up a highly centralized economy of state 
ownership. The countries which scored victory in the revolution later 
have all basically adopted the Soviet model for their economic system. 
Following the development of social production, the various shortcomings 
of this system have been gradually exposed. The contradictions between 
this system and the further development of productive forces are becom- 
ing more and more acute and have even influenced the various spheres of 
social and political life. These contradictions in the form of social 
production, which are intensified day by day, force people to seek a 
social form which conforms even more to the development of the produc- 
tive forces, thus prompting these countries to take the read of economic 
reforms one after the other. It can be said that the economic reform 
which takes place in any one country does not simply start from the 
subjective will or desire of any individual or group and is not 2 
product which arises from a person's own inclination. It reflects the 
objective requirements of the modernization of production in the his- 
torical period of socialism. it is of universal significance in these 
countries and is naturally irresistible and inevitable. The relations 
of ownership set up in our country after the victory of the people's 
revolution took the system in the Soviet Union as the model to a large 
extent. This was not only unavoidable at that time but necessary. How- 
ever, the world today and China today are different from what they were 
20 or 30 years ago. At present, scientific technology and the level of 
productive forces have entered a fairly developed era, and our country 
has at last begun to progress toward the goal of modernization. Now, if 
we take another look at our economic system, it will appear outdated, 
with many shortcomings, and there is no reason for its continued 
existence without modifications. Our economic system must be reformed. 
It should be said that it is not too early to set about doing this. 
Certainly, every country has its own characteristics in terms of history, 
society and nationality. China is no exception. It has its own special 
conditions and specific situations. We should not and cannot transplant 
all the methods from other countries. Furthermore, not all these methods 
are perfect. We should start from the reality of China and find our own 
way. In short, as far as the countries which build socialism in the 
world are concerned, although they have different histories and varied 
Situations, they are the same when it comes to using reforms to build 
relations of ownership which conform to the development of productive 
forces at present. 








The retorm of the economic system which we have to carry out is a funda- 
mental social reform which affects the whole situation. It cannot be 
carried out without an ideological theory on which actions can be based. 
if this theory is not scientific or systematic, it will not play a 
correct and powerful leading role. The ideological theory needed for 
economic reforms is first of all political economy, which takes (he 
relations of production as its object of research. Just as Mary «.)d: 
The question of ownership "can only be answered through a criticai 
analysis of /political economics/." (Marx and Engels, "On Proudhon,” 
"Selected Works," Vol 2, p 142) Marxist political economics is a per- 
fect scientific system, but basically it was set up through study of the 
capitalist form of production, and the form of socialist production is 
manifested only as some preliminary and foreseeable conclusion. It does 
not and cannot give a systematic and comprenensive analysis and explana- 
tion of the economic form and economic laws in the period of building 
socialism. . Therefore, the classical works of Marx cannot directly 
answer the large number of actual economic questions which face us today. 
This requires us to use the Marxist method of political economics to 
thoroughly analyze and scientifically discover the various complicated 
economic phenomena which exist in the period of building socialism, reveal 
their regularities and base the seneral and specific policies of our 
economic reform on a firm and substantial theoretical basis. 


Our study of political economics has not been developed smoothly for a 
fairly long time. We must trace the reason to the historical charac- 
teristics in our country. Political economics formed and developed 
following the increase in commodity economics in modern times. In a 
society in which natural economics occupies a ruling position, although 
various economic views can emerge, political economics cannot be formed 
as an integrated science. Some bourgeois economists have rendered out- 
standing contributions to the formation and development of classical 
economics. However, only when the capitalist form of production has 
entered a mature stage and commodity economics has reached a developed 
level can the scientific system of Marxist political economics be 
engendered. Classical political economics and Marxist political 
economics, which was developed on the basis of the critical inheritance 
of classical economics, were born in European countries where the rela- 
tions of commodity economics first became mature. Generally speaking, 
in certain economically developed countries in the world today the 
science of economics is more developed, and certain research levels have 
also been attained. No matter what the conditions in history or in 
modern times, the study of economics depends on the development of the 
economy. When the dictatorship of the proletariat was set up, our coun- 
try was still characterized by a strong feudalism and a backward economy. 
[t goes without saying that the study of economics in old China was very 
weak. What is regrettable is that the key point of our work has not yet 
been shifted to economic construction in the many years since the found- 
ing of new China. Our national economy has not yet freed itself from the 
State of underdevelopment. Such an economic life naturally cannot 











provide rich soil tor nurturing the tree of economics. Another very 
important point is that while the main focus of work could not be 
shifted, frequent political movements, violent political upheavals ana 
incessant empty political talk nearly expelled and replaced the study 

of economic theory for many years, especially in the 10 years when Lin 
Biao and the "gang of four" ran wild. Out of their own neecs, the "gang 
of four’ sometimes put on the airs of theoretical authorities to advo- 
cate the so-called socialist political economics. in essence, their 
stuff was entirely feudal fascist "politics" and fake science. There- 
fore, scientific political economics was in fact placed in an unfavor- 
able situation and framework in our country for many years. It was 
sometimes even “severely persecuted by the stormy knives and frosty 
swords.” For these reasons, even though our workers in economic theory 
tried very hard, the study of political economics in our country has not 
reached the level it can attain. Economic theory in our country has 
remained undeveloped for a long time; at the sam: time, there are vari- 
cus unscientific things in the methods of research in political economics. 
The question of methodology is extremely importart. However, this ques- 
tion has not really received the attention of the people. In fact, if 
the wethods are not scientific, scien.ific results cannot be attained in 
the study of ecouomic theories. Therefore, it is of key importance to 
resolve the problem of methodology. in sum, we must carry out reforms 

in the economic system in order to realize modernization. The reform of 
the economic system cannot depart from economic theories, which serve as 
a basis and a guide. To develop the theory of political econozics, it is 
necessary to use scientific minods. It can even be said that methodology 
is the first question to be studied. Secause of this, we intend to 
emphatically investigate the question of certain methods in the present 
study of economic theory. 


Il 


Idealism in political economics is a prominent manifestation in the 
method of studying economic theory. It reached the peak of perfection 
with the “gang of four " The "gang of four" took political economics as 
a tccol for carrying out counterrevolutionary politics, and it is not the 
least surprising that their set of so-called theories was filled with 
the nonsense of idealism. Even to call it the idealism of political 
economics blasphemes the sacred science of political economics, because 
it was not econumics in the first place. It even neglected the most 
basic laws of loyjic and grammar. How can ve talk about any methods of 
political economics? We do not wisi to waste our words on this. The 
idealism in political economics which mist be discussed here refers to 
the shortcomings in the methods of research in our work of economic 
theory. It has existed for a fairly lcag time and has exercised a 
fairly wide influence. 


In the course of observing the economic situation and economic laws, many 
comrades ofter do not start from tne form of soci] production itself but 











seek help from factors outside economics, such as ideology, politics 
and violence. They are accustomed to using the will of certain people, 
the line of a certain period and certain specific and general policies 
to explain the formation, development and changes in economic relations 
and to illustrate the movement and application of economic laws. For 
example, the emergence of the relations of the socialist system of 
ownership is attributed to the objective demands of the development of 
productive forces, but the role of the proictarian government has been 
taken as the most fundamental and decisive factor. Whether the nature 
of ownership is socialist or capitalist depends entirely on the person 
who has grasped power and is not judged by an analysis of the actual 
torm of ownership. The transition in the form of ownership from a low 
level to a high level is determined by the ideological and political 
conditions of the masses and the cadres and not by whether the develop- 
ment of the economy has reached a level requiring transition. Ome can 
do as one likes with economic laws, which can be used or restricted 
according to different needs, including political needs. Economic laws 
may even be placed under the "rule" of people, and so on. 


In the course of criticizing Proudhon, Marx said: "In the eyes of 

Mr Proudhon, the despotism of the monarch is the highest reason in 
political economics! ... Actually, only people who have no historical 
knowledge at all would not know that the monarchs at all times have to 
obey economic conditions and can never issue orders to economic condi- 
tions." (Marx and Engels, "The Poverty of Philosophy," "Collected 
Works," Vol 4, p 121) Some comrades who take up the study of economic 
theory also regard the series of factors and forces related to the 
political superstructure in the proletarian countries as the starting 
point and as something that permeates the study of the relations of pro- 
duction in the period of building socialism. This is, in fact, a mani- 
festation of idealism. The state government surely plays an important 
role in economic life. In the period of building socialism, in particu- 
lar, the role played by proletarian countries in economic development all 
the more cannot be neglected. The general and specific policies and 
plans charted by the state exert a marked influence on the aspects of 
adjusting economic relations, guiding the economic orientation and 
balancing the economic proportion. However, when we study the economic 
situation in the period of building socialism, we still cannot go against 
the general methods of Marxist poli.vical economics. This is to say that 
we should start from the economic life itself to analyze the actual con- 
ditions of ownership, which are the processes of production, circulation, 
distribution and consumption, and thus reveal the essence of economic 
relations and expound the laws of economic development. On the contrary, 
if we seek the cause of the economic phenomena in the sphere of the 
superstructure and sum it up as the ultimate decisive force, we can only 
go around in circles outside the economic relations and can in no way 
penetrate them and know their essence. This kind of study certainly 
Saves a great deal of effort, but unfortunately it does not produce any 
scientific results. Strictly speaking, certain works which were called 





works, textbooks and expositions on political economics in the past can- 
not be taken as political economics, because a large part of their con- 
tent consists of arguments on economic policies and measures or takes 
economic relations as the annotations of policies and measures. Instead 
of calling such works and articles political economics, it is more 
appropriate to call them collections of policies. An important reason 
for the emergence of such a condition is that the targets and methods of 
study of political economics are not on the right track. 


Among some of our comrades, idealism in political economics is also mani- 
fested as criticism of a certain economic relation and a certain form of 
ownership. They do not take the sole criterion of whether it promotes 
or hinders the forward development of productive forces but tend to use 
their own set of ethical and legal standards of morality, righteousness 
and justice as the yardstick. If there is the slightest conflict with 
their “eternal righteousness" and "lofty reason," no matter what moti- 
vating role it plays in raising productivity, promoting progress in 
science and technology and increasing material and spiritual wealth, it 
is rebuked as a hideous crime and traitorous action. For example, the 
limite; competition and the differences in wealth which accompany our 
commodity production and distribution to each according to his work have 
been explained as capitalist crimes and evils, since they come into con- 
flict with the articles of faith which advocate that we all be equally 
poor or rich. But, in fact, these are unavoidable and entirely neces- 
sary in a certain historical stage. Profits, bonuses and piece-rate 
wages have been boycotted as "material incentives" for a fairly long 
time, as if these dirty things which carry the stink of money would 
stain the noble moral values. What is not changed by men's feelings is 
that commodities, money and their related economic categories exist 
objectively in society, where labor still cannot be calculated by this 
natural measuring stick--time--and everyone must deal with them daily. 
In socialist modernized construction it is necessary to use and import 
funds, equipment and technology from foreign countries, and one of the 
effective ways is joint operation with funds from other countries. How- 
ever, if we forcibly impose certain principles and standards in the 
evaluation of these economic forms, which are more or less imbued with 
the state capitalist nature of proletarian countries, they will only be 
rejected because they are not just or ideal enough. 














Marx expressed such an idea: "If we say that this is not fair and that 
it should not be like this, this sentence has no direct relationship to 
economics.’ (Marx and Engels, "Marx and Loubeier Tusi," "Collected 
Works," Vol 21, p 209) Marx also said, "Anything which you consider just 
and fair has no relation whatsoever to the question. The question is 
what is essential and unavoidable in a certain production system." 

(Marx and Engels, "Value, Price and Profits," "Collected Works," Vol 16, 
p 146) Engels thoroughly expounded this materialist viewpoint through a 
historical appraisal of the slave system. He said: "The easiest method 
is to severely rebuke the slave system and other similar phenomena with 











general phrases and to vent noble indignation at these despicable 
phenomena.... However, how was this system formed? Why does it exist? 
What role does it play in history? We do not have any explanation for 
these questions." (Marx and Engels, “Anti-Duhring," "Selected Works," 
Vol 3, p 220) "We should never forget that the prerequisite for com- 
plete economic, political and intellectual development is the condition 
that the slave system is recognized by all and similarly needed by all. 
In this sense, we can say that there is no modern socialism without the 
ancient slave system." (Marx and Engels, “Anti-Duhring," ‘Selected 
Works," Vol 3, p 220) We cannot depart from Engels' materialist view- 
point when we look at any economic form. 


Political economics is the science which studies the law governing the 
production and exchange of the material means of livelihood in human 
society. Ideologies such as ethics and morality cannot belong to the 
scope of the study of political economics. Moreover, social ideology 

is derived from the relations of material production and exchange in 
society. Only on the basis of a thorough analysis and study of the 
social form of production is it possible to further scientifically 
expound the ideological and political relationships. Conversely, we 
should not take material relations which are economic relations as the 
footnotes of ideological and political relationships. "In the final 
analysis, all past moral concepts are the outcome of the socioeconomic 
conditions at that time." (Marx and Engels, "Anti-Duhring," "Selected 
Works," Vol 3, p 134) The relations of production in society are his- 
torical; social ideology, which is their outcome, is also historical. 
Ethical and moral standards which transcend history do not exist in 
reality. Viewed against the ethical and moral standards of the present, 
the existing relations of production are naturally very fair and just 
and are unalterable principles, because the former are in fact the 
reflection of the latter in the ideology of the peoric. and they are 
consistent with one another. We might denounce them as falling short 

of the standards, either because we use the mentality or views of the 
people at present to look at historical economic systems, or because we 
use outdated moral standards to measure the relations of production in 
the present era. For example, it is inevitable that the production of 
commodities also exists in the period of building socialism, and it is 
still necessary to implement the principle of commodity exchange at equal 
value. However, some people still choose to criticize and reproach this 
in a hundred ways. It should be pointed out that they have in fact con- 
sciously or subconsciously taken the feudal mentality and habit as the 
yardstick, but these are outworn and backward things which basically do 
not belong to the ideology in the period of building socialism. There- 
fore, from the Marxist viewpoint, eternal fairness and justice are only 
an illusion. If we want to ascertain a standard of judging economic 
relations, only the criterion based on the development of productive 
forces can be "eternal." As long as a certain relation of production 
can give impetus to the development of productive forces, its existence 
is justified, regardless of the appearance it puts on in history. 














Political economics knows all along what is rational, essential and 
unavoidable, but it does not know what is benevolent, tenderhearted, 
righteous and ideal. Political economics which takes the relations of 
production as the target in the period of building socialism is no 
exception. 


In addition to the idealism mentioned above, there is another unscien- 
tific method which exists fairly universally in the study of political 
economics. Its most prominent manifestation is the stipulation or 
exposition of the framework of ownership and the generally discussed 
"method of three divisions" of the relations of production. 


The “method of three divisions" was advanced by Stalin in the important 
work "Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR."" He said: "Political 
economics takes as its target the people's relations of production, 
namely, their economic relations. These include: (a) The form of 
ownership of the means of production; (b) the position in production 
held by the various social groups thus formed and their interrelation- 
ships, or as Marx said, the ‘exchange of activities with one another'; 
(c) the form of commodity distribution based entirely on their trans- 
fer." (p 58) In this universally known exposition, Stalin clearly 
placed ownership as an aspect in the relations of production; it deter- 
mines the other two aspects. Thus, ownership can become an independent 
concept which exists apart from production circulation and distribution. 
In fact, ownership has been equated simply as the ownership of the means 
of production. This is the general content of the "method of three 
divisions" advanced by Stalin. However, this "method of three divisions” 
was precisely the metaphysics criticized by Marx in his lifetime. 


Ownership is a domain which is much discussed in the works of Macx. But 
it is very regrettable that for a long time some of our comrades have 
had an indistinct and even incorrect understanding of this most basic 
concept in political economy. Therefore, it is necessary to quote some 
of Marx' important explanations of this concept. Marx said: "Political 
economics does not embrace the sum total of the /relations of property/ 
in their /legal/ manifestation, that is, the /relations of purposes/, 

but embraces them in their actual form as the /relations of production/." 
(Marx and Engels, "On Proudhon," "Selected Works," Vol 2, p 142) "In 
every historical period the right of ownership develops in various forms 
under completely different social relations. Therefore, a definition of 
bourgeois ownership is only a description of all the social relations 

in bourgeois production." (Marx and Engels, "The Poverty of Philosophy," 
"Collected Works," Vol 4, p 180) The two quotations cited above and 
many other arguments show that Marx used the concept of ownership as a 
synonym for the relations of production. Certainly, ownership has its 
manifestation in law. In legal terminology it can be called the rela- 
tions of property, because in German the term ownership (relations) can 
mean property (relations) at the same time. Thus, Marx once again 
emphasized that ownership in political economics is the actual condition 
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of ownership, which is the relation of production. Strictly speaking, 
the legal manifestation of ownership should not be included in the 
framework of political economics. 


The relations of production include the various aspects of production, 
circulation and distribution. This is to say that the sum total of 
production, circulation and distribution is ownership. The forms of 
production, exchange and distribution are all the actual forms of owner- 
ship. Only by examining these actual forms of ownership in the course 
of analyzing a series of economic domains can political economics reveal 
the nature of the relations of ownership. For example, the employment of 
workers in the process of production can become a consumption of capital 
in terms of the wages paid as labor costs. Profits, interest and land 
rents which are distributed as surplus value are the actual forms of 
mere commodity ownership, which is capital ownership. The theory which 
advocates that the system of ownership is ownership of the means of pro- 
duction is wrong, because this theory takes legal recognition as the 
basis of the actual relations of production; it replaces the actual form 
of the relations of production, which is the concept of ownership in 
political economics, with the legal concept of ownership. However, in 
actual fact, ownership of the means of production cannot illustrate the 
actual relations of ownership. “This legal illusion, which sums up 
rights as mere purpose, will inevitably create the following phenomenon 
under the condition of the further development of the relations of pro- 
duction: A certain person may enjoy the right of possession of a cer- 
tain thing in law, but in fact he does not possess that thing. For 
example, let us suppose that a certain piece of land no longer gives 
land rent because of competition. However, the owner of this piece of 
land still legally enjoys the right of possession and (the right of use 
and indiscriminate use). However, this right is of no use to him at all." 
(Marx and Engels, "The German Ideology," "Collected Works," Vol 3, p 72) 
"The functional capitalist does not start from his possession of capital 
but from the function of capital--which must be distinguished from the 
form in which capital exists only as a kind of ownership which has no 
achievements--to bring out his claim to profits in the enterprise and 
thus bring out the profits in enterprises themselves." ("Das Kapital," 
translated version by Guo Dali and Wang Yanan, People's Publishing 
House, 1966 Edition, Vol 3, p 432) Ail these assertions by Marx 
illustrate that legal ownership does not signify the manipulation of 
labor, while the manipulation of labor is precisely the definition which 
political economics gives to ownership. When the manipulation of labor 
is lost, the so-called ownership can only be a pipedream in the study of 
law, without any economic content. Marx gave a very figurative compari- 
son of this: "My formal attire is my personal property only when I can 
still take charge of it, pawn it or sell it and only when it is still 
regarded as an object for purchase or sale. When it loses these charac- 
teristics and becomes worn, it may still retain certain features. These 
features will still make it an object of value /to me/. It may even 
become a feature of myself by turning me into a shabbily dressed man. 
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However, no economist would consider listing this formal attire as my 

personal property, because it does not enable me to manipulate any or 

even the least amount of labor from other people." (Marx and Engels, 

"The German Ideology," “Collected Works," Vol 3, p 254) To an owner, 

ownership which cannot be realized by its own value or through trans- 

fer to other people for possession, manipulation and use is in no way 

different from the worn formal attire which cannot be taken charge of, 
pawned or sold. 


Since ownership which cannot be realized economically is only a concept 
in law, ownership which is ownership of the means of production cannot 
illustrate the nature of ownership. We cannot ascertain what kind of 
ownership it is according to the person who owns the means of produc- 
tion. There is surely the question of who owns the means of production, 
but it means nothing in political economics if we say that this person 
refers to A, B or C, because it is not possible to discern merely from 
A or B or C their socioeconomic affiliation. It is not possible to see 
whether they are landlords, capitalists, small peasants or artisans. 
Ownership of the means of production can be divided into two types: 

one type belongs to individuals and the other type belongs to everybody. 
One is public ownership and the other is private ownership. No matter 
whether it is public or private ownership, it cannot provide the bases 
for further ascertaining the nature of ownership. As systems of public 
ownership, how do you distinguish the primitive communes, or the state- 
owned enterprises in the period of building socialism, or the workers 
union in the future? As systems of private ownership, how can you judge 
whether it is the system of slave ownership, feudal ownership of land or 
capitalist ownership? In fact, every kind of socioeconomic form’ 3; its 
fixed, specific form of production, exchange and distribution. i is 
the characteristics of production, exchange and distribution which 
determine whether it is this or that form of social economics, which is 
the form of ownership. Only after analyzing the whole process, which 
includes production, exchange and distribution, is it possible to reach 
a stipulation of the essential characteristics of ownership. After we 
have examined such categories as commodities, currency, labor commodity, 
wages, surplus value and profits, the outlook of capitalist ownership 
and the capitalist relations of production will unfold before our eyes. 
The individual socioeconomic affiliation of the people who are placed 

in these relations of ownership is naturally very clear, no matter 
whether they are capitalists or hired workers. However, capitalists 
cannot come on stage without an analysis of the series of economic 
categories mentioned above. It is an a priori stipulation to say that 
whoever is capitalist is unreasonable. Just as Marx said: "Capital is 
nothing without hired labor, value, currency, prices, and so forth." 
(Marx and Engels: "Preface," "Collected Works," Vol 12, p 750) It is 
therefore said that, when explaining the nature of the relations of 
ownership, political economics cannot start from ownership of the means 
of production; instead, it must analyze the form of integrating workers 
with the material conditions of production. "No matter what the social 
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orm of production, the workers and the means of production are still 
the factors of production from beginning to end. However, if separated, 
the two are only possible factors in production. Whenever we want to 
Carry out production, we must combine them. The special form and method 
of this combination divide the social structure into different economic 
periods." (Marx and Engels, “Capital,” “Collected Works," Vol 24, p 44) 


The "method of three divisions" has always occupied an extremely impor- 
tant position in economic theory for the past 20 years and more, as if 
it were the authoritative method for explaining the relations of produc- 
tion. Its correctness is unquestionable in the minds of people. Prac- 
tically no one has shaken the faith in it for a fairly long time. This 
deviation from the basic method has unavoidably confused economic theory 
in a number of ways. It has caused the study of economics to go in 
circles in a fixed form, without deepening and developing, for a long 
time. It can be said that many ambiguous and even incorrect viewpoints 
have been formed because of this. Many difficult problems and ques- 
tionable points often cannot be easily broken through, and new phenomena 
cannot be scientifically explained, because they are tied down by the 
shackles of this methodology. For example, the viewpoint that the means 
of production exchanged between state-owned enterprises are not commodi- 
ties is based mainly on the view that commodity exchange does not exist 
within ownership by the whole people. But this system of ownership by 
the whole people is not a conclusion reached by analysis of the actual 
conditions of ownership. As another example, the incorrectness of the 
viewpoint that bourgeois rights have already been abolished in the 
system of ownership but exist to varying degrees in exchange and distri- 
bution also arises from the "method of three divisions." Our country is 
now in the historical period of building socialism. Actually, there are 
many special and complicated economic relations in this period. The 
economic domains which manifest these relations also inevitably have 
their peculiarities and need to be thoroughly analyzed and concretely 
illustrated. If the framework of the "method of three divisions" is 
applied to all this, such study and illustration can only terminate 
before the simple rule of the "system of public ownership." Many similar 
examples can be cited. When this is the case in the study of theory, 
the unfavorable influences on economic practice are inestimable. 


The "method of three divisions" has been an unalterable principle in our 
method of economic theory for many years. It is widely disseminated, is 
known to all and is irreproachable. Recently some comrades have grad- 
ually raised questions and even advanced different viewpoints. However, 
the influence of the "method of three divisions" is so deep that even 
those people who oppose it cannot entirely free themselves from it. The 
central viewpoint of an article published not long ago is opposed to the 
"method of three divisions."’ The article states that the relations of 
productic.. should consist of three parts--production, exchange and 
distribution in accordance with Engels’ definition; apart from this, 
there is no independent question of ownership, which is the question of 
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ownership of the means of production. However, in explaining the three 
components of the relations of production, the author said that these 
three parts "refer to: 1) Whose means of production are used to carry 
out production? Who owns the products produced? 2) Who produces the 
products of exchange and who owns these products? 3) Who produces the 
products to be distributed and who owns them? Thus, what are the form 
and proportions used for the distribution?" In this short passage, 
"who" is used six times in succession. The first "who" is also the 
most important one. It refers to “whose means of production" and 
determines the pronoun "who" which occurs five more times; this “who” 
refers to the person who owns the means of production. However, before 
an analysis of the various actual forms of ownership, such as produc- 
tion, exchange and distribution, it is not possible to know who this 
person is. If this person is known, this can only show that this "who" 
is an a priori provision outside the actual economic relations. There- 
fore, in the final analysis it has not emerged from the circle of the 
"method of three divisions" and has in fact used Stalin's method to 
explain Engels' definition. As an article which criticizes the "method 
of three divisions," some of its ideas are more progressive than the 
versions prevalent in the past. However, if we examine it closely, the 
shadow of the “method of three divisions" still crops up sometimes. It 
can thus be seen that it is definitely not easy to eradicate the "method 
of three divisions.” Although we want to get rid of it subjectively, we 
tend to be influenced by it subconsciously. Therefore, tremendous 
efforts are needed to recognize the unscientific nature of the “method 
of three divisions" and thus thoroughly discard it. This is an impor- 
tant content in our criticism of metaphysics in political economy. 


The "method of three divisions" is metaphysical in methodology. This 
point is already very clear after the above analysis. However, there is 
more to this. Since the "method of three divisions" sums up the actual 
form of ownership as ownership of the means of production, it is the 
legal manifestation of ownership. To speak of the legal recognition of 
the actual relations of ownership as the foundation of the relations of 
ownership is to fall once again into idealisw. Marx said: “It can only 
be metaphysics or legal illusion to define the right of ownership as an 
independent relationship, a special category and an abstract and ever- 
lasting concept.... In this case, Mr Proudhon admitted that he was 
unable to understand the economic reason for land rents and for the 
emergence of ownership. He admitted that this inability had forced him 
to seek help from psychological and moral considerations. These con- 
siderations truly have very little bearing on the production of wealth 
but great bearing on his narrow historical perspective. Mr Proudhon 
asserted that the origin of ownership included certain /mysterious/ and 
/subtle/ factors. However, to forcibly mystify the origin of the right 
of ownership is to mystify the relations between production itself and 
the distribution of the tools of production. In the words of Mr Proudhon, 
is this not an abandonment of all the demands made on the science of 
economics?" (Vol 4, pp 180-181) 
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Marx criticized Proudhon in the 1840's. The content of his criticism 
was directed mainly against the idealism and metaphysics in political 
economics. ilowever, we have again encountered these two things in 
China after a lapse of more than 100 years. Can this b a historical 
coincidence? The viewpoint of Proudhon, as an econom.st of the petty 
bourgeoisie, was precisely the theoretical manifestation of the economic 
interests and demands of the petty bourgeoisie in Western Europe at that 
time. China is a country in which a large proportion of the population 
consists of small producers. The mental tendencies of the smali pro- 
ducers have a broad and profound social basis. Reflected in the study 
of political economics, this mental tendency often easily leads to 
idealism and metaphysics. Generally speaking, small producers fear the 
competition and disintegration brought about by the high development of 
a commodity economy. They hanker after “equality,” with no difference 
between poverty and wealth. They worship political power and obey and 
rely on the favors of officers. This favors the birth and dissemination 
of idealism. Moreover, the narrow state of mind and shortsightedness of 
small producers make then unable to sew the links between the various 
profiles of social economics or to understand the historical and tempo- 
rary nature of a specific form of so-ial economics. This fits in readily 
with metaphysics. Today, tc bring order out of chaos in the methodology 
of political economy, we must absolutely have a complete rupture with 
idealism and metaphysics in political economy. 


After appraising idealism and metaphysics in political economics, it is 
still necessary to discuss the question of abstraction. Abstraction is 
the basic method in political economics. While it is necessary to use 
the mic: sscope in biology and physiology and reagents in chemistry, it 
is necessary to use abstraction to study political economics. If out- 
standing artists are inevitably masters of thinking in terms of images, 
the talents of economists will scintillate thinking in abstract terms. 
Actually, there is no economics without abstraction. However, some com 
rades have problems with this easily understandable principle. They 
feel that abstraction discusses the general but not the particular, the 
simple and empty but not the complicated and the actual, the pure form 
but not the varied factors. Even comrades who have undertaken the stiidy 
of economic theories for a long time think that following the method of 
abstraction is to wipe out contradictions. In sum, in the eyes of these 
comrades, abstraction is another version of bookism and dogmatism, which 
does not seek reality but hankers after empty talk. They even link the 
advocation of abstraction with the incorrectness in the ideological line. 


According to the arguments of Marx, so-called abstraction is to turn 
chaotic appearances before research into simpler concepts in the course 
of analysis and to reach streamlined abstraction from the concreteness 
of appearances, until the simplest formulation has been reached. Then 
we turn our head again and come back to reality and concreteness. But 
what we now face are no longer the chaotic appearances but a rich 
totality with many formulations and relations. Marx gave an incisive 


15 











explanation of this in his famous "Preface." Although this is familiar 
to all, we feel that it is still necessary to quote once again: “The 
concrete is concrete because it Is the synthesis of many stipulations 
and thus is the unity of multiplicity. Thus, it is manifested as a 
synthetic process in thinking; it is revealed as a result but not as a 
starting point, although it is the starting point in reality and also 
the starting point in direct perception and appearance. On the first 
road, integrated appearances ere evaporated into abstract stipulations. 
On the second road, abstract stipulations lead to concrete reappearances 
in the process of thought. The totality of concreteness, as in the 
totality of thinking and concreteness of thinking, is in fact the 
product of thinking and understanding. However, it is definitely not 

a product of the thinking and self-engendered concept which is placed 
outside or above direct perception and appearances; it is the product 

of the course of processing direct perception and appearances into con- 
cepts. Integrity, when it appears as integral thinking in the mind, is 
the product of a thinking mind. This mind controls the worid with its 
special form. This form is different from the artistic, veligious, 
practical--spiritual control of the world." (Marx and Engels, "Collected 
Works,” Vol 12, pp 751-752) Here, Marx has explained most clearly the 
process of abstract thinking. It can therefore be seen that abstraction 
and practice come first, and that theory and reality are linked with one 
another and do not exclude one another in the least. Quite the con- 
trary, the first rec’.irement in abstraction is to take reality and con- 
creteness as the starting point. There is no abstraction in departing 
from reality. Moreover, abstractiou still has to go back to concrete- 
ness. Certainly this is the concreteness which has been stipulated and 
explained. In our usual saying, this means “practice--kncwledge-- 
practice.” How has this negated the great significance of practice? 

In fact, if you want to use abstraction, you must go deep into the 
actual economic life and take possession of rich and abundant material. 
Only on this foundation can abstraction start. 


Sure enough, abstraction is the evaporation of appearances. But since 
it has been abstracted from the concrete, it has the form of theory. It 
consists of a series of concepts and domains, with logical links between 
these concepts and domains. Speaking of this point, it truly goes from 
concept to concept, but this is precisely what scientific political 
economics is like. Looking at "Das Kapital," we see that it starts from 
commodity and then proceeds to value, surplus value, average profits, 
production costs.... The entire work is "an order of the domains," from 
the simple to the complicated, which form a great but compact system. 
According to the views of some of our comrades, should "Das Kapital" 
also be discarded because it is suspected of “going from concept to 
concept"? All along we have advocated going from practice to theory, 
and then from theory back to practice. But this is a different matter 
from the fact that the theoretical system itself "goes from concept to 
concept." The two must not be mixed up. If there is no concept, there 
is no theory and no political economics. Under the pretext of the 
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so-called “orientation toward reality” and “orientation toward the 
masses,” theoretical research, academic investigation and so on in the 
past seemed to be in danger of departing from reality and from the 
masses. This caused a serious lack of abstractive power in many 
articles and works on political economics, which in fact cannot do with- 
out concepts. At the same time, there has been no lack of concepts in 
certain other spheres, such as in certain literary and artistic works. 
Some works are virtually "conceptualized" from beginning to end. This 
is really the most interesting irony! 


Our current discussion of "practice being the sole criterion for testing 
truth” is of tremendous significance in the criticism of the two "“what- 
ever factions" and the further liberation of thinking. This does not 
conflict with our emphasis on abstraction in the study of economic 
theories. In our discussion above we note that abstract things come from 
reality and have to go back to reality. This is to say that they have to 
go through the test of practice. Therefore, abstraction itself includes 
the content of practical examination. Scientific abstraction must be 
able to stand practical examination. If it is found to be insubstan- 
tial and unscientific after practical examination, it must be revised. 

In sum, the distorted image of abstraction which has existed in the 
people's minds for a long time must be thoroughly rectified and restored 
to its original features as the basic method of studying political 
economics. 


Ill 


Political economics is the science which studies the relations of mate- 
rial interests among people. "The particularities of the materials 
which it studies arouse the most violent, most despicable and the worst 
feelings in people's hearts and summon the goddess of revenge who repre- 
sents personal gains to the *attlefield to oppose free scientific 
research." (Marx and Engels, "Collected Works," Vol 23, p 12) Marx 
wrote this axiom in the preface to his imperishable work "Das Kapital." 
Although this was said in relation to the destiny of political economics 
which mainly took the capitalist relations of production as its target 
at that time, we also have to go through the violent struggle on the 
"battlefield" today in studying the economic relations in the period of 
building socialism and the formation, development and perfection of 
political economics in this period. 


At present we are confronted with the great practice of economic reform. 
Reform is the readjustment of the relations of interests. This means 
increases in the interests of some people and decreases in those of 
others. This inevitably will encounter the tenacious resistance of the 
beneficiary of the old economic system. The study of economic theory is 
the precursor of economic reform. Since this theory is directed against 
the shortcomings of the old system, expounds the orientation and path of 
reform, and demonstrates the characteristics and laws of development of 
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the new economic form, it is entirely predictable that it will first be 
discredited and attacked. However, scientific political economics 
should not shirk from or compromise with evil forces. It should not 
shake in the wind or degenerate into a reactionary political tool. It 
should be known that science is not a bargain and that truth is not a 
commodity. Genuine political economics has a sacred soul and hard 
bones. Marx quoted verses .rom Dante's "Divine Comedy" to express 

this faith: "At the entrance to science, as at the entrance to hell, 
this demand must be posted: 


"Here all mistrust must be left behind, 
Here all cowardice must perish.'" 


(Marx and Engels, "Criticism of Political Economy," "Collected Works," 
Vol 13, p 11) 


Our People's Republic was born 30 years ago. However, our study of 
economic theory is not very developed, and the improvement in the level 
of economic theory has been very slow for the above-mentioned reasons. 

We have not formed a grand and powerful contingent of economic theorists, 
nor have we attained many achievements which are of high creative stan- 
dards and creativity. We cannot be complacent about this fact. This 
does not match our position as a great country which is building social- 
ism or the prestige of 900 million outstanding people. 


Since the party put forth the task of reforming the economic management 
system at the third plenum of the llth party Central Committee, there 
have been constant changes in the outlook of our country's economic 
circles. The theoretical investigation of the various actual economic 
problems is becoming more active day by day. It gives the people a 
feeling of freshness. However, all this is only a beginning. At 
present our work in economic theory has made a start on a weak founda- 
tion and must still make tremendous efforts to develop to a considerable 
scale and attain a higher level. Political economics is by nature an 
extremely strict and difficult subject. The economic relations in the 
period of building socialism are extremely complicated. There ire many 
actual questions which cannot be directly answered by Marxist classical 
works on political economics. We can reveal the nature of these ques- 
tions and scientifically illustrate them only after carrying out theoreti- 
cal research. In this process the series of questions mentioned at the 
beginning of this article can all be answered naturally. At present the 
investigation and research for economic reforms have already been car- 
ried out on all sides. This situation is very favorable to the pros- 
perous development of economic theories. We should study and make use 
of the Marxist method of political economy to analyze the new phenomena 
and explore new spheres and to set up 4 new, compact system of economic 
theory which differs from the study of the capitalist form of production, 
that is, a political economics consisting of the study of the econcmic 
relations in the period of building socialism, in order to continucusly 
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substantiate, enrich and develop Marxist political economics. Engels 
said: "Political economics is not a cow which provides us with milk; 
instead, it is a science which we should seriously and enthusiastically 
work for." (Marx and Engsls, “Review of Volume 1 of ‘Das Kapital" by 
Karl Marx--Written for ‘Newspaper of the Future,’ "Collected Works,” 
Yol 16, p 235) We say that we must work arduously and pour out our 
efforts for this science. We feel very happy even if we have to render 
efforts for a lifetime! 


The period of building socialism is an entire historical stage. China's 
economic reform will be a tremendous reform watched by the whole world. 
In following the arrival of this reform and the economic flight toward 
the goal of modernization in the course of smoothly carrying out reforms, 
economic research will attain many valuable results, and a large number 
of outstanding workers of economic theory will be born. Comrade Mao 
Zedong said: "Socialism cannot be built if the proleta~’<t does not 

have its own great technological and theoretical contingeat.” (Mao 
Zedong, "Be Promoters of Revolution,” "Selected Works," Vol 5, p 472) 

Our Chinese nation has had its own great politicians, specialists in 
military affairs, philosophers ani artists; it will also have its own 
outstanding economists. Our old country with an old civilization and 
long history will definitely become a modernized country with a developed 
economy and thriving economics. 


CSO: 4004 
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BEAR IN MIND HISTORICAL LESSONS IN THE LOPSIDED DEVELOPMENT OF HEAVY 
INDUSTRY 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 14-17 


[Article by Feng Baoxing [745% 1405 5281], Wan Xin [5502 2946] and Zhang 
Dajian (1728 1129 4675}]) 


[Text] Correct handling of the relationship between heavy industry on 
the one hand and light industry and agriculture on the other is a key 
problem in insuring the proportionate and rapid development of the 
national economy. For many years the situation regarding the above- 
mentioned relationship in China has been as follows: There is one-sided 
development in heavy industry, whereas light industry and agriculture 

are backward. As a result, the whole economy has been in a state of 
serious disproportion. The emergence of this situation can be attributed 
to complicated historical factors. One of the factors is that the Soviet 
Union, having put lopsided stress on heavy industry during its ircdus- 
trializat‘on, considered its experience to be the only way possible iv: 
socialist industrialization. Needless to say, this exerted great influ- 
ence on us. 


The Soviet industrialization, which was carried out from the late 1920's 
to the end of the 1930's, proceeded under serious threats of imperialist 
wars. Having just recovered from great damage caused by foreign armed 
intervention, the Soviet Union then was menaced by anotiter aggressive 
war. Within the short period of a breathing spell it was imperative to 
speed up the development of heavy industry at all costs and in the 
shortest possible time. 


In developing heavy industry, where did the Soviet Union get the capital? 
t accumulated the capital neither from light industry nor from heavy 
industry, which earned little profit and needed a long period of con- 
struction. Instead, the Soviet Union accumulated funds from agricul- 
ture. From 1925 to 1926, by means of reducing "scissors" differential, 
the Soviet Union obtained 10 billion rubles, which was equivalent to all 
the industrial investments in the following year. Though the price of 
agricultural products rose a little, higher prices were later set on 
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industrial products. Consequently, instead of being narrowed, the 
"scissors" differential was enlarged. From 1927 to 1945, purchase 
prices for grain and order prices for cotton were raised by 20 percent 
and 275 percent, respectively, but the prices of industrial products 
sold to farmers were raised by 550 percent. Owing t» the enlargement 
of the "scissors" differential and the doubled and redoubled increases 
in state purchases of agricultural products, the funds collected from 
farmers also redoubled. 


As a result, Soviet heavy industry developed, but agriculture and light 
industry stagnated. From 1928 to 1940, the total retail value of state 
and co-op commodities increased only 130 percent, whereas workers' wages 
and funds in the corresponding period were raised 1,900 percent. Thus, 
there was shortage of commodities in the market and prices were rising. 
Since the purchase prices for grain and livestock products were low, 
most of the collective farms incurred heavy losses and could not afford 
to enlarge their reproduction. Grain output in most years before 1940 
failed co reach the 1913 level. 


The policy of developing heavy industry by sacrificing agriculture and 
light industry adopted by the Soviet Union at that time was an extraordi- 
nary policy dictated by the prevailing specific historical conditions. 

It is not a universal law that must be adhered to by all socialist 
countries under any circumstances. A policy which was suited to speci- 
fic conditions was taken as a path of universal significance for social- 
ist industrialization. It seemed as though all socialist countries, 
under any circumstances, must follow such a policy. This was the 

mistake that the Soviet theorists committed. In fact, after World War II 
it was high time for them to change their policy. But guided by such 
erroneous thought, the Soviet Union continued to practice this policy. 

In 1953 the output of the means of production in industry was 1.99 times 
and the output of the means of livelihood 0.77 times the respective out- 
puts in 1940. Meanwhile, the "scissors" differential in the postwar 
period was not narrowed but widened. From 1952 to 1953 the obligatory 
sales of grain accounted for only 10 percent of the cost price, while 
those of meat accounted for only 5 percent. Many collective farms were 
unable to make ends meet, and grain production remained below that of 
1913. In 1953, grain output reached 82.5 million tons, which was lower 
than the 86 million tons in 1913, dropping from 1,080 jin per capita in 
1913 to 877 in 1953. The amount of livestock products also declined per 
capita. In 1950 the annual wage fund of the workers was double that of 
1940, whereas the total volume of retail sales increased only 10 percent. 
Consequently, prices kept going up. Although there were seven price 
reductions from 1948 to 1954, the readjusted price was still 38 percent 
higher than that of 1940. 


Owing to the conditions that existed before World War II, the Soviet 
policy of industrialization should be regarded, on the whole, as posi- 
tive. All the Soviet people, including vast numbers of peasants, 
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endured whatever sacrifices, living frugally and tightening their belts, 
to defend the fruits of their socialist victories. Within 10-plus years 
they laid the foundation for heavy industry, which played an important 
role in the antifascist war. But maintaining such a policy without con- 
cern for the changed situation after the war was bound to end in tailure. 
Consequently, the national economy was led to a state of disproportion 
for a long time, so that the livelihood of the people could hardly be 
improved. 


In his essay "On the Ten Major Relationships," Comrade Mao Zedong made 
critical remarks about the Soviet policy, saying: "Their lopsided stress 
on heavy industry, to the neglect of agriculture and light industry, has 
resulted in a shortage of goods on the market and an unstable currency." 
"The Soviet Union has adopted measures which squeeze the peasants at too 
low a price through its system of so-called obligatory sales and other 
measures. This method of capital accumulation has seriously dampened 

the peasants’ enthusiasm for production. You want the hen to lay more 
eggs and yet you do not feed it; you want the horse to run fast and yet 
you do not let it graze. What kind of logic is that?!" Comrade Mao 
Zedong's remarks are entirely correct. According to Marxist principles 
of reproduction, to accomplish the enlargement of reproduction it is 
necessary to obtain both the additional means of production and sub- 
sistence. Not a single one of these conditions can be dispensed with. 
Heavy industry must be developed simultaneously with agriculture and 
light industry. To achieve the development of heavy industry by sacri- 
ficing agriculture and light industry can only artificially disrupt the 
ratio between these two categories. According to the demands of the 
basic economic laws of socialism, the aim of promoting production is to 
meet the people's material and cultural needs. Developing heavy industry 
with a high-level technological base is only a means to an end. To 
develop heavy industry by ignoring the people's material and cultural 
needs and sacrificing the people's livelihood to accumulate capital for 

a long period deviates from socialist policies. As a result, haste makes 
waste, and the above-mentioned policy leads to grave consequences for 
socialist construction. 


But have there been no such errors in our socialist construction since 
Comrade Mao Zedong nointed out the mistakes committed by the Soviet 
Union? It is not so easy a problem. Amid the great victories achieved 
in the First Five-Year Plan, a mood of arrogance appeared within our 
party, and we became imprudent. In guiding economic work we departed 
from the principles of proceeding from actual conditions and seeking 
truth from facts, and we made a subjective estimate of the reality of 
industrial and agricultural production, adopting measures in violation 
of objective law. Thus, to a great extent we followed the same practice 
as did the Soviet Union. All this can be demonstrated as follows: 


First, we also made concentrated efforts to develop heavy industry by 
sacrificing agriculture and light industry, but in the end we failed. 


22 











Since agriculture had been rehabilitated and developed, a certain founda- 
tion was laid in light industry, while heavy industry was still under- 
developed. It was necessary to give priority to expanding heavy industry 
during the First Five-Year Plan. But in 1958, in the mistaken belief 
that the problem of grain production was settled, we put forward the 
slogan "Steel must be taken as the key link," and we threw tens of 
millions of people into steelmaking to double the output of steel. In 
so doing we got into trouble. In the 3 years after 1958 the production 
of heavy industry increased by over 200 percent, while agricultural pro- 
duction dropped by 25 percent. The excessive development of heavy indus- 
try, in addition to incurring serious waste, brought about a notable 
decline in the people's living standards. As a result, the production 
of agriculture and light industry decreased, and the development of 

heavy industry had to slow down. Having drawn this lesson, Comrade Mao 
Zedong put forward the policy of taking industry as a leading factor and 
agriculture as the foundation of the economy, drawing up the national 
economic plan with agriculture first, light industry second and heavy 
industry third. This policy played an important role in the rehabilita- 
tion and development of the national economy. But this guiding thought 
of Comrade Mao Zedong was not put into practice later on. We still 
followed the Soviet example in drawing up our plans. We first set a 
high target for steel production, then arranged other production around 
it. In the implementation of our plans, whenever there was a shortage 

of raw materials or fuel, light industry and agriculture would give way 
to the steel industry. As a result, the disproportion among agriculture, 
light industry and heavy industry remained unsolved for a long time. 
During the First Five-Year Plan the ratio of investment between light and 
heavy industry was 1 to 8; 1 to 10.8 during the Second Five-Year Plan; 

1 to 12.8 from 1963 to 1965; 1 to 14.1 during the Third Five-Year Plan; 
and 1 to 10.2 during the Fourth Five-Year Plan. As a whole, investment 
in heavy industry was very high and that in agriculture and light industry 
rather low. This of course affected the development of agriculture and 
light industry. On the other hand, it was harmful to the development of 
heavy industry. 


But up to now some comrades continue to hold different views about 
redressing the erroneous one-sided development of heavy industry. They 
maintain that only heavy industry can provide technical equipment for 
various sectors of the national economy and that it is natural that 
heavy industry should become the center of all economic construction, 
while the rest of the sectors are arranged around it, offering services 
and giving way to it. We deem this view incorrect. It goes without say- 
ing that it is very important to develop heavy industry in realizing 
industrialization and modernization. This is because heavy industry is 
an industrial sector which can produce the means of production, espe- 
cially the modern tools of preduction, and because the development of 
heavy industry marks the level of industrialization. Without a high 
level of heavy industry, the various sectors of the national economy 
cannot be reformed and equipped with advanced technology. Lenin said, 
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"The only foundation of socialism is the big machine industry that can 
reform agriculture simultaneously." As far as agriculture and light 
industry are concerned, heavy industry is the basic one. There is no 
argument about this point. But this does not mean that heavy industry 
should be taken as the center of all economic construction and that the 
construction of other economic sectors offering services should be 
arranged around this center. In that case, the development of heavy 
industry is regarded as an end, just for the sake of heavy industry. 
Marxist theories on reproduction teach us that the production of the 
means of production is not for its own needs but for the needs of the 
sectors that produce individual consumer goods. In the final analysis, 
it shifts according to individual consumption. Thus, heavy industry 
must serve agriculture as well as light industry, meeting the people's 
needs. If we depart from this aim, why should heavy industry be 
developed? 


Some comrades raise this question: Is your desire to develop agriculture 
and light industry genuine or feigned? If your desire is genuine, you 
will concentrate efforts on developing heavy industry. This view seems 
to be reasonable, but the question is: To what extent does heavy indus- 
try serve agriculture and light industry, what is the percentage of 
investments in heavy industry which serves agriculture and light industry, 
and how great are the materials and facilities for agriculture and light 
industry which heavy industry provides? Of course, heavy industry must 
equip itself and set up the necessary basic industry. The problem now 

is that it is far from enough for heavy industry to serve agriculture 

and light industry; however, heavy industry serves itself too much. In 
1958 only 15.5 percent of the total steel consumption was used for 
agriculture and the maintenance of agricultural machinery and 11.7 per- 
cent for light industry; of the total iron consumption, 3.6 percent was 
used for agriculture and the maintenance of agricultural machinery and 
11.7 percent for light industry. The proportion of electric power con- 
sumption for agriculture, light industry and heavy industry amounted to 
11.5 percent, 12.9 percent and 53.6 percent, respectively. This shows 
that the orientation of the development of heavy industry still remained 
unsettled. China's heavy industry is, to a great extent, still a type of 
self-service industry. This situation is by no means fortuitous. 
Developing the national economy with the steel industry as the center 

for many years caused an irrational structure within heavy industry. 
Unless the structure of the national economy is adjusted according to 

the law of production and basic economic laws of socialism, and unless 
the development of heavy industry is arranged in accordance with the 
needs of agriculture and light industry, the more developed heavy 
industry is, the more disproportionate the state of the national economy 
will be. This has been proved repeatedly by past experience. 


Second, we tried to excessively raise the accumulation rates by 
depressing consumption funds. Consequently, the people's livelihood was 
not improved properly, and the national economy could not keep on 
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developing at a proper speed. During the First Five-Year Plan the pro- 
portion between accumulation and consumption was arranged adequately, 
with the rate of accumulation slightly over 24 percent. But by the 
second half of 1958 the rate of accumulation had increased drastically, 
up to 34 percent, and it then rose to 44 percent in 1959. Even in 1960 
the rate was still 40 percent. What were the results? The people's 
living standards declined notably, and production had to slow down. 

From 1963 to 1965 the accumulation rates were adjusted and declined to 
26 percent, so that industriai and agricultural production recovered and 
rose to 15.7 percent per year, with an increase of 17.9 percent in indus- 
try and 11.1 percent in agriculture. After the 1965 adjustment the 
people's livelihood was only approaching the level of 1956 and 1957, 
owing to the "saddle-shaped" development of production. As we had not 
summed up our experiences and lessons, the accumulation rates exceeded 
30 percent, with capital construction spread so widely that production 
had to slow down, and the people's livelihood was not properly improved. 


The excessively high accumulation rates reflected the one-sided develop- 
ment of heavy industry in the distribution of national income. Since 
the heavy industry projects were characterized by little profit, slow 
returns and long periods of time required for completion, it was 
inevitable that the more we developed heavy industry, the higher the 
accumulation rates were raised. But high rates of accumulation do not 
necessarily mean a rapid development of production. We must understand 
that consumption is not a negative factor. Consumption of the means of 
production is simultaneously reproduction of the labor force, with con- 
sumption itself being an important factor of production. "Man is like 
iron, while food is like steel." Without insuring the workers’ material 
and cultural lives, making up for their physical and mental losses and 
raising their cultural and technical levels, we can hardly make the 
workers devote themselves to piomoting production with more efficiency. 
Only by constantly improving their livelihood can we make them realize 
the superiority of the socialist system for their vital interests and 
bring tens of millions of people into full play to promote production. 
As the consumption level rises, higher requirements are placed on agri- 
cultural and industrial production. Of course, the improvement of the 
people's livelihood must be based on the development of production. The 
latter will provide material conditions for the former, and the former 
will be the motive force for the latter. This point has been proved by 
the experiences and lessons in handling the relationship between accumu- 
lation and consumption for over 20 years. 


Third, we have maintained a wider "scissors" differential for a long 
time and in a certain period before 1978. There has actually been a 
tendency to widen the "scissors" differential. 


Ours is an agricultural country with a poor foundation in industry. 
After liberation we could not immediately get rid of the "scissors" 
differential left over by the old society. At the beginning of 
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industrialization it was inevitable that we collected industrial funds 
through proper price differences between industrial and cultural 
products. But as industry developed it should have increased its own 
accumulation to lighten the burden on the peasants, and we should have 
made every effort to narrow the "scissors" differential and even to get 
rid of it. But we failed to do so. The "scissors" differential wes 
reduced to 47 percent of that in 1950. But after the First Five-Year 
Plan the average annual reduction became smaller and was only 0.02 per- 
cent per year from 1974 to 1976. During the Cultural Revolution, due to 
the sabotage of production by the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four," prices of industrial and agricultural products failed to 
be acjusted promptly. As a result, agricultural productivity in some 
regious declined, the cost of agricultural products increased and the 
quality of many industrial products, especially those for agriculture, 
became inferior. Prices were also rising in disguised form, with the 
"scissors" differential actually widening. According to a typical 
investigation in 1976, the sale prices of six kinds of cereal crops 
could not make up for the cost, so the peasants suffered losses of 10.6 
percent. Consequently, the reproduction capacity of agriculture was 
greatly lowered, and the livelihood of the people thus could not be 
improved. 


The "scissors" differential problem is not only an economic but a polit- 
ical problem. The majority of the people, amounting to 80 percent of the 
total population of China, live in rural areas. Since the problem of 
the peasants is a big one, we must first of all make good arrangements 
for their production and livelihood, relieve them of worries about food 
and clothing and enable them to lead a better life year after year. 
Without giving priority to the problem of the peasants, it is hard to 
arrange national construction as well as economic life. Once we make 
good arrangements for the peasants, the whole of China will become 
stable. The problem of the peasants in economic construction, just as 
in revolutionary struggles, is still a basic problem in formulating our 
strategic policies. Whether we are successful or not depends on whether 
or not we fully understand this problem and act in a correct way. 


Having summed up the experiences and lessons of the past 30 years, the 
third plenary session of the llth Central Committee of the party and the 
second session of the Fifth NPC put forward the policy of readjusting, 
restructuring, consolidating and improving the national economy. At 
present we must readjust the proportions of the national economy, con- 
centrate our efforts on developing agriculture and speed up the develop- 
ment of light industry. It is a great historical turning point in the 
path of our socialist construction. Taking practice as the sole criterion 
for seeking truth, we must bear historical lessons in mind, firmly adhere 
to the line formulated by the third plenary session of the llth Central 
Committee of the party and march onward. 


CSO: 4004 
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IT IS IMPERATIVE TO PAY ATTENTION TO ENERGY PROBLEMS IN INDUSTRIAL 
READJUSTMENT 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 18-21 
[Article by Huang Zhijie [7806 1807 2638] and Xu Junzhang [5171 0193 4545]] 
{Text ] I 


Among all the known resources, certain ones such as coal, petroleum, 
natural gas and so forth can be converted into energy required by man- 
kind. These kinds of resources are called energy resources. 


In any production process, both raw materials and energy resources are 
required. The role of energy resources is especially significant in 
modernized production. The shortage of energy supplies will bring 

great losses to production. Even the most transient cessation of the 
energy supply will bring all mechanical installations and advanced means 
of transportation to a standstill. This will have serious consequences. 
Energy resources are not only the source of fuel and power but also an 
important industrial raw material. Such items as nitrogenous ferti- 
lizer, plastics, synthetic fiber, synthetic rubber and so forth are made 
from energy resources as raw materials. The production of construction 
materials such as cement, bricks and glass consume a considerable amount 
of energy resources. Such daily activities as cooking, heating and 
lighting cannot do without energy resources. This points up the fact 
that a sure supply of energy resources is highly significant to the 
development of the economy and the life of the people. 


For many years, due to the tense supply of energy resources, the produc- 
tion capacities of many of our enterprises were underdeveloped by 30, 

40 and 50 percent. In addition, some newly established factories could 
not be put into operation because of a lack of electricity. The amount 
energy supplied to villages is extremely small. This has seriously 
affected the development of agricultural production and the improvement 
of the peasants’ lives. Our energy production far from meets the demands 
of national economic development. It is therefore imperative to pay 
attention to energy problems in the present readjustment of the national 
economy. 
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The place energy occupies in the national economy determines that its 
rate of development should accord with that of the development of the 
national economy. There is a certain proportion between the two. 
Judging from the history of economic development of various countries 
in the world since the 1950's, the ratio between the growth of energy 
consumption and that of the GNP in the few principal industrial nations 
has been 1 to 1 as a result of scientific and technological advances and 
extensive utilization of petroleum and natural gases. That is to say, 
a 10-percent increase in the GNP corresponds to a 9-10-percent increase 
in energy consumption. Ever since the Middle East war, the oil embargo 
and the rocketing oil prices have in various degrees affected the 
national economic development of some industrially advanced countries. 
To meet the energy crisis, these countries have invariably adopted 
measures to cut energy consumption. As a result, the ratio between 
energy consumption and the growth of the GNP has dropped to 0.8 or 

0.9 to l. 


What should be the ratio between our energy consumption and the growth 
of the GNP in view of existing conditions? In the 21 years between 1957 
and 1978 our GNP quadrupled, showing an average annual increase of 7.5 
percent. Meanwhile, our energy consumption increased 5 times, an 
average of 8.2 percent annually. The ratio between energy consumption 
and the GNP is slightly greater than 1 to 1. The situation is more or 
less the same in other developing countries. Our country is a develop- 
ing socialist country. The level of our industrial technology is far 
behind that of the advanced industrial countries, and the coefficient 
of our energy consumption also lags far behind. In the process of 
modernization, existing industrial enterprises will carry out techno- 
logical reform to gradually reduce energy consumption per unit of pro- 
duction. Newly established industrial enterprises will adopt advanced 
technological installations so that the energy consumption of their 
production can be lower than that of existing factories and mines. 
These factors will place the rate of growth of industrial energy con- 
sumption behind that of the value of industrial production. On the 
other hand, the value of agricultural production constitutes only one- 
fourth the gross value of production of the national economy, whereas 
the proportion of energy consumption is less than 10 percent; energy 
consumption in the value of production is very low per unit of agricul- 
tural production. With the gradual modernization of agriculture, the 
rate of growth of energy consumption in agriculture will far exceed 
that of the value of agricultural production. However, this kind of 
growth must pass through a protracted process. Therefore, at present 
and for a considerable period of time to come, the rate of growth of 
our energy consumption will be slightly lower than that of the GNP. 

The ratio between the two will be slightly smaller than 1 to l. 


The extent to which electricity is applied is an important index of the 
modernization of the national economy. Electrical power allows for 
extensive concentration of production and efficient transmission. The 
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conversion of electrical power to other forms of energy requires only a 
simple installation and yields a high efficiency of conversion. The 
use of electricity is convenient as well as pollution free. In the 
past 20 years, despite the gradual reduction in the rate of growth of 
energy consumption in the world as compared with that of the GNP, the 
rate of development of the electricity industry has always come to the 
forefront. For instance, in the 15 years between 1960 and 1975 the 
annual increase was 5.35 for the world's GNP and 4.72 for energy con- 
sumption, whereas that for electricity consumption was 7.52. The ratio 
between the growth of electricity consumption and that of the GNP has 
always been larger than 1 to 1. The growth rates of electricity con- 
sumption for the few industrially advanced countries have been even 
larger. The annual rate of growth of electricity during our First Five- 
Year Plan was 21.5 percent. However, during the 21 years between 1957 
and 1978 the average annual increase was only 13.1 percent. With the 
gradual realization of the four modernizations, the rate of growth of 
electricity consumption will be larger than that of the GNP. The ratio 
between the two will be larger than 1 to l. It is therefore imperative 
to pay attention to the development of the electricity industry in the 
process of our four modernizations. 


II 


At present the countries of the world are seriously studying their 
energy policies. Judging from the existing structure of energy con- 
sumption in the world, the total consumption for 1978 was about 100 
billion tons of standard fuel. About two-thirds of this was petroleum 
and natural gas. Since the reserves of petroleum and gas are limited, 
if the rate of growth of consumption in the past few years continues, 

it is estimated that there is a danger of exhausting petroleum and gas 
supplies by the end of the century. As a result, energy resources have 
been an issue which has attracted worldwide attention in the past few 
years. Above all, the industrially advanced countries are invariably 
formulating short-term and long-term policies to deal with the energy 
problem. Many experts believe that energy resources for the time being 
will still be mineral resources such as coal, petroleum, natural gas 
and so forth, as well as water resources. The exploitation and utiliza- 
tion of coal and atomic power should be expanded, while that of petroleum 
and natural gas should be reduced. For the time being, new sources of 
energy can still constitute a great proportion, but the research on 
their exploitation and utilization should receive greater attention. 





What kind of energy policy should we adopt? We have very rich energy 
resources, and the growth of our energy output since liberation has been 
very significant. Compared with that before liberation, our energy out- 
put has increased 20 times. In terms of calorific capacity, our energy 
consumption is just behind that of the United States and the Soviet 
Union and occupies third place in the world. It can be said that the 
condition of our energy resources is very good. However, over a long 
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period of time, due to the disruptions and sabotage of Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four,” we do not yet have a definite energy policy. We have no 
clear orientation with regard to the exploitation and utilization of 
energy. The constant changes have resulted in serious repercussions in 
the economy. A correct energy policy should be formulated in accordance 
with the actual situation of our energy resources. What is the actual 
situation of our energy resources? Ever since liberation we have under- 
taken extensive petroleum geological work, with our petroleum output 
increasing a hundred times. However, we still have inadequate data on 
petroleum geology. Under these conditions it is highly unrealistic to 
increase petroleum and natural ges production extensively. By comparison, 
our coal resources are much richer, ranking among the richest in the 
world. The distribution of coal is also very extensive. Many provinces 
have their own reserves in varying quantities. Coal can be used in the 
various departments and as fuel, power and raw material for the chemical 
industry. It is much cheaper than petroleum. If coal is converted to 
gas or liquid fuel, it has the same advantages as petroleum and natural 
gas. Furthermore, many of our existing installations are running on 
coal. Therefore, from now on and for a certain period to come we should 
concentrate on using coal. If the conditions permit, we should also 
increase the output of petroleum and natural gas. 


We also have very rich water resources. In theory, the total reserve is 
580 million kilowatts. Waterpower is a renewable and clean energy. The 
practice of many countries has proved that, from a long-term perspective, 
the utilization of waterpower is highly economical. With every percentage 
point of exploited waterpower resources we can yield 6 million kilowatts 
of electricity. This is equal to exploiting the energy of 10 million tons 
of coal. However, there is much to be desired in our utilization of 

water resources. At present we have utilized only 2.5 percent of the 
total reserves. In the utilization of water resources we are the least 
developed country in the world. There are many reasons for such under- 
development. Principally it is that exploitation of water resources 
requires extensive investment and long construction periods. The con- 
struction of hydroelectric power stations in economically developed 
regions for multipurpose utilization of water resources will flood a 
portion of cultivated land. There are also many problems in the opera- 
tion of established hydroelectric power stations. However, these prob- 
lems can be solved by weighing the advantages and disadvantages, making 
overall arrangements and strengthening management. We have all the 
necessary conditions for accelerating the establishment of hydroelectric 
power and building more hydroelectric power stations. 


It is imperative that we exploit and utilize new energy resources. We 
have made considerable progress in producing methane from biomass energy 
[sheng mu zhi neng 3932 3670 6347 5174]. Now there are 7 million methane- 
generating pits in our countryside, with over 30 million people using 
gaseous fuel. This is a significant transformation of the kinds of fuel 
used in the countryside for several thousand years. This is a good way 
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of making multipurpose use of biomass energy. Based on the present 
level of agricultural development, simply by using as fermenting mate- 
rial some of the straw which is used as fuel, together with human and 
animal manure, we can get 130 billion cubic meters of methane each year. 
This can meet the daily fuel needs of the rural population, as well as 
become part of the power in production. Thus, it can be seen that there 
is still much potential in using biomass energy. More economical and 
directly usable technological installations fo- tapping solar energy 
and geothermal heat will be gradually popularized in the near future. 
The utilization of windpower can meet the needs for small amounts of 
power in coastal regions and remote border grasslands. However, it is 
unrealistic to expect these new energy sources to be exploited and 
utilized extensively in the next one or two decades. Therefore, in the 
realization of the four modernizations, emphasis should still be placed 
on normal energy sources such as coal, petroleum, natural gases and 
waterpower. 


III 


At present energy conservation has aroused worldwide attention, with 
many countries doing much work on the rational utilization of energy. 
Japan is a country which is very much devoid of energy resources. To 
economize on energy, in 1971 it enacted "heat control ordinances" to 
supervise and control those factories accounting for 80 percent of the 
total energy consumption. It also enacted an "ordinance for promoting 
energy conservation" to control the use of electricity. Since 1978 
Japan has also launched systematic research on the technology of energy 
conservation. Although the United States has been very extravagant in 
the use of energy, its efficiency of energy use is not low. Countries 
such as France, Romania and Poland have also set up organizations to 
supervise the use of energy. The experiences of these countries are 
good references for us. 


Judging from the conditions of energy utilization, the level of our 
energy utilization is very low. For the relatively advanced level 
abroad, it only takes 330 grams of standard coal to generate 1 kilowatt- 
hour of electricity, 800 kilograms of standard fuel to smelt 1 ton of 
steel and 1.2 tons of standard fuel to produce 1 ton of synthetic 
ammonia. However, it takes us 430 grams of coal to generate 1 kilowatt- 
hour of electricity. This is about 30 percent higher than that needed 
abroad. It also costs us 70 percent more in energy consumption to 

smelt 1 ton of steel and 1 to 2 times more to produce 1 ton of synthetic 
ammonia. Our energy utility rate at present is only about 30 percent. 
That is to say, in the consumption of 1 billion tons of coal, only the 
heat produced by about 30 million tons of coal is being utilized effec- 
tively. The heat generated by the other 70 million tons of coal is 
either discharged into the atmosphere or carried away by the cooling 
water. Let us take the consumption of 6 billion tons of coal as an 
example. If we adopt measures to increase the utility rate of energy 
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by 10 percent, there can be an increase in effective energy equal to 
about 60 million tons of coal without increasing energy consumption. 

If we want to obtain the same amount of effective energy from the 
existing level of energy utilization, we will have to have an increased 
production of 200 million tons of coal. The exploitation, transporta- 
tion and utilization of these 200 million tons of coal requires an 
investment of several hundred million yuan, several hundred billion 
kilometers of transportation and more than a million additional workers. 
If we also include the dependents of these workers, ihe total number of 
people will equal the population of several newly built medium-size 
cities. Furthermore, the opening of a coal mine requires many years of 
surveying, designing and construction before coal is actually excavated. 
If we raise our rate of energy utilization to the present advanced level 
in the world, we will have a 20-percent improvement over our present 
level. The additional efficiency will be equivalent to the production 
of 4-5 billion tons of coal. Thus, it can be seen that the work of 
energy conservation is extremely important. 


Why is the energy utility rate so low? One primary reason is that the 
heat for industrial production is often used only once and then emitted 
as waste material. Generally speaking, the more times the energy can be 
used, the higher its utility rate. It is not difficult for our existing 
technological process of industrial production to realize the repeated 
use of heat energy. For instance, by using mineral energy such as coal 
and petroleum as fuel, a temperature of over 1,000 degrees can be pro- 
duced in the boiler. Under present technological conditions, high- 
pressure hot steam of over 200 times the atmospheric pressure and over 
500 degrees can be produced. Even boilers within factories can produce 
medium-pressure steam tens of times greater than atmospheric pressure, 
whereas steam of three to five times atmospheric pressure or of even 
lower pressure is used extensively in technological production processes. 
If the pressure differential of this portion of steam is used to gen- 
erate electricity, fuel consumption for each kilowatt-hour of electricity 
will be reduced by one-half as compared with the existing common vapor- 
condensation generating plants. The steam produced by the boiler can be 
used to generate electricity through the backpressure turbogenerator; 
the steam can then be drawn out for use again according to the pressure 
required by the technological process of production. This will not only 
affect production but also bring many advantages. In this way the steam 
can be used to generate electricity as well as to supply the heat for 
production. This repeated use of heat converted from energy will raise 
the efficiency of the heat for generating electricity to over 60 percent. 
We must consider the reformation of certain irrational technological 
processes in existing production and try our best to make full use of 
high-grade energy first before satisfying the needs for low-grade energy. 
We must strive for the rational and repeated use of energy. This is a 
highly effective means of extensively reducing energy consumption. 
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Another reason [for the low energy utility 
amount of heat energy in some factories is 
in high-temperature smoke. Emitting gases 
wastes a considerable amount of energy but 
ment. In actual fact, it is not difficult 


rate} is that a considerable 
carried into the atmosphere 
into the open air not only 
also pollutes the environ- 
to solve this problem. For 


instance, the energy in the smoke emitted by the cracking reaction of 
oil refineries can be converted to mechanical power through gas turbines 


to drive the machinery or to power generators for electricity. 
excess heat in the process can still be used repeatedly. 


The 
As another 


example, the smoke emitted by the carbon-producing furnace of carbon- 
producing factories can be burned in converted boilers to produce steam 


for the heat needed in production or to generate electricity. 


All 


enterprises having industrial furnaces produce a considerable amount of 


excess heat. 
lized. 


This is a valuable resource which should be fully uti- 
By using excess heat, some factories can do without a boiler 


room, and some can use this heat to generate electricity. 


One important means of economizing on fuel consumption is to modernize 


the technology of energy utilization. 


This involves the reform of 


backward means of utilization and renovation of outdated installations 


such as the “coal tiger" and the “electricity tiger." 
tion of low-efficiency boilers has achieved definite results. 
The fuel used for civil purposes is 


along this line must be continued. 


The transforma- 
Work 


primarily coal, which constitutes about one-sixth of the total coal 


output. 


The direct burning of coal has a very iow rate of energy 
utilization and will result in pollution of the urban environment. 


Coal 


consumption can be reduced by half if the coal is converted to gaseous 


fuel for civil use. 
liquefied petroleum gas are used. 
in great convenience for the masses. 


gas for cooking purposes can save households 600 hours annually. 
One can imagine how much spiritual and mate- 


is about 7/5 working days. 


Efficiency can be tripled if natural gas and 
The use of coal gas will also result 
Statistics show that using coal 


This 


rial wealth this will create if everyone uses the time for study and work. 


The strengthening of scientific energy management and the formulation of 
realistic energy regulations have great significance for the conserva- 


tion of energy and the promotion of production. 


The leadership at 


various levels should attach great importance to the energy problem and 


put it on their agenda for constant consultation end consideration. 


In 


addition, a complete structure of energy control should be built from 
top to bottom in order to centralize the scientific control of production 


and utilization of and scientific research on energy resources. 


thus can our energy utilization be brought 


Only 


to a new level. The practice 


of "eating from the same pot" in the energy utilization of some 2nter- 
prises, which have no planning and no responsibility systems, should be 


eliminated. 


We must work according to economic laws. 


Units or indi- 


viduals who have achieved successes in the rational or economical use of 
energy should be awarded, while those who waste energy should be punished. 


In the allocation of energy, the principle 


of supply commensurate with 


merit should be upheld, so that existing energy resources can be used 


more effectively. 
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AN INITIAL STUDY ON THE REPAIR AND OVERHAUL OF EQUIPMENT 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 22-24 
[Article by Li Tao [2621 3325]] 


[Text] In his article "On the Necessity of Reforming the Equipment 
Management System That ‘'Reproduces Antiques and Freezes Technical 
Progress,'" carried in RED FLAG No 6, Comrade Sun Yefang [1327 0396 
2455] made an in-depth analysis of the question of the system of equip- 
ment management. Here I would like to contribute some opinions for 
further discussion. 


After the liberation I was for a long time engaged in equipment mainte- 
nance in the machine-building business. Based on my limited knowledge, 
I feel that the following problems exist in the system of overhaul and 
replacement of equipment. 


(1) The depreciation rate is low, and the term of depreciation is too 
long for fixed assets. At present the depreciation rate for enter- 
prises is generally 3 percent. For the Anshan Iron and Steel Company 

it is 2.92 percent. In other words, the investrent in the equipment 
will be fully recovered in 34 years. In view of the rapid development 
and progress of modern technology, either such a long term of deprecia- 
tion will be a handicap to equipment replacement as well as to technical 
development, or the equipment has to be discarded before the deprecia- 
tion term is over, meaning that the investment in the equipment cannot 
be fully recovered. 





(2) There is no adequate system for guaranteeing the replacement of 
fixed assets (mainly technical equipment). In theory, the basic 
depreciation allowed on fixed assets should enable the enterprise to 
recover its investment within a specific term, so that what is recovered 
can be used to maintain continual simple reproduction. However, 50 per- 
cent of the basic depreciation fund has to be handed over to the state, 
and only half of it is left with the enterprice. Yet out of this remain- 
ing half, less than 50 percent can actually be used for replacing 
equipment. Therefore, according to the present system, the actual basic 
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depreciation fund (or the fund for replacement) amounts to less than 

25 percent of the original amount. This problem may not be noticeable 
in a new enterprise, but it will be fully exposed 20 or 30 years later. 
Take the Shanxi Machine Tool Plant, for instance. Most of the equipment 
of this plant was obtained in 1953 and 1954 and has been in use for 25 
or 26 years. Basically, its term of depreciation is over. However, 
during these 20 years and more, most of the allowed depreciation funds 
have been handed over to the state, and what remained for the enterprise 
to replace or renovate equipment amounted, at most, to 10 or 15 percent 
of the original amount. Part of this remaining fund has been used to 
purchase various new items, thus partially serving the original purpose, 
but the majority of the equipment due for replacement could not be 
replaced. This not only hindered the development and progress of tech- 
nology but also failed to guarantee simple reproduction. As a result, 
productivity and productive power continued to decline. This is a 
fairly serious problem, and it is one which faces most of the old enter- 
prises established or which began operations during our First Five-Year 
Plan. 


(3) Equipment overhauls produce small, slow, poor and wasteful results. 
The system of equipment overhauls for the machine tool trade was copied 
from the Soviet Union, whereby overhauls at fixed periods are to be 
undertaken by special overhaul workshops. The principle behind over- 
hauls is "to make the old function like the new," or, in other words, 
the overhauled equipment will have the same precision as that of a 
newly manufactured piece of equipment. A standard overhaul includes 
these steps: complete disassembling of the equipment--cleaning the 
parts--determination of the parts to be repaired or replaced--repairing 
the basic parts--manufacturing and preparing the replacement parts-- 
assembling the parts--assembling the machine--precision test--and pre- 
Operation check. Machine tools used in one-shift operation are over- 
hauled once every 10 years; in two-shift operation, once every 6 years. 
For each overhaul, operation of the machine has to be suspended for 1 or 
2 months and sometimes as long as 3 or 4 months or even half a year. 

The outlay on an overhaul generalJy amounts to about 30 percent of the 
Original cost of the machine, meaning that the total outlay on three 
overhauls will be sufficient for the purchase of a new machine. Since 
overhauls are carried out according to the standard technical procedure 
with little or no consideration for the way the machine is used, and 
because of the high technical skill required (overhaul being entirely a 
single-item production), we usually have failed to reach the required 
standard, and the workers in charge of its operation have always had 
complaints, saying, "It is not as good as it was before." Furthermore, 
particularly because of the rapid technological progress, machines of the 
same model produced 10 years later will show marked improvement. If an 
overhaul can only restore the machine to its original operating condi- 
tion, this will mean that technically it is already 10 years behind the 
times. For the same reason, if a second overhaul is carried out, the 
machine will be 20 years behind the times. Therefore, an overhaul 
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aimed at restoring the machine's original operating condition can only 
produce small, slow, poor and wasteful results. 


(4) The tapping of potentials, renovation and transformation of enter- 
prises only remains on paper or in the talking stage in the absence of 
any system or form of organization for these purposes. Replacement of 
equipment should never be a simple restoration of the original facility; 
it should aim at a degree of efficiency compatible with the development 
and progress of technology. Therefore, replacement of equipment is 
inseparable from the entire process of tapping potentials, renovation 

and transformation of enterprises. At present, tapping potentials, 
renovetion and transformation provide the only way for continued progress 
and development of the old enterprises. This point is generally recog- 
nized by people at all levels, and any difference among them can only be 
in degrees. In practice, however, no methods have been devised and no 
systems established for these purposes. The eight economic and technical 
standards now set up by the state for the overall appraisal of enter- 
prises (output, variety, quality, consumption, labor productivity, costs, 
profit and the amount of circulating funds) do not include any of these 
points. Therefore, tapping potentials, renovation and transformation, 
which are not linked with state planning, are not considered essential. 
Organizationally, no special departments have been established for tap- 
ping potentials, renovation and transformation as a system involving 
different levels, such as planning, production, capital construction, 
supply and marketing, finance and wages, which are controlled by chains 
of command through all levels. The present situation of tapping poten- 
tials, renovation and transformation can be summed up this way: When 
people above push, the people below will move; when the push from above 
is hard, the movement below will be rapid; and when there is no push from 
above, there will be no movement below at all. 


How should the problems of repair and replacement of equipment be solved 
in order to accelerate the development of enterprises and the progress 
of technology? Before any fundamental reform is carried out in our 
enterprise systems and the systems of control in industry, planning, 
finance and materials, we can at least gradually adopt the following 
measures: 


1. Shorten the term and raise the rate of depreciation. The term for 
ordinary equipment should be reduced to 10-15 years, while the deprecia- 
tion rate should be raised to 7-10 percent. It must be understood that 
in adopting this measure our purpose is to promote the development of 
our enterprises and to raise our technological level. Therefore, some 
other related measures must be adopted, such as the retention of the 
depreciation fund by the enterprise and the supply of replacement equip- 
ment. Some comrades worry that with the raising of the basic deprecia- 
tion rate the cost of production will also rise. This is purely a 
financial problem which may be felt at the time of the raise. However, 
if we take a long-range view from the standpoint of development, this 
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measure will certainly accelerate technical progress, with the result 

that, despite the rising basic depreciation rate, the cost of produc- 

tion, instead of rising, will gradually decrease because of the enter- 
prise's technological improvement. 


2. Permit the enterprise to retain the entire, or the major, portion of 
the basic depreciation fund to be used as a replacement fund. To insure 
the enterprise's ability to preserve its simple reproduction, it should 
retain the entire or the major portion of the basic depreciation fund to 
be used for the replacement of equipment. The five documents concerning 
expansion of enterprises’ rights to make their own decisions, promul- 
gated by the State Council, stipulate that beginning in 1980 the enter- 
prises chosen as experimental units can retain 70 percent of the basic 
depreciation fund and hand over to the state only the remaining 30 per- 
cent. This marks the beginning of a gradual reform. With the major 
portion of the depreciation fund retained by the enterprises, the state 
is no longer required to allocate funds for the old enterprises to 
replace their fixed assets or to tap potentials, to renovate or to 
transform, while the enterprises will have funds for replacing or reno- 
vating their own equipment. When any equipment becomes too old that it 
may handicap technical progress, the enterprise concerned can consider 
replacing it through purchases from outside sources, by designing the 
manufacture of special high-efficiency equipment, or by repairing or 
transforming the original equipment. The principle behind the replace- 
ment of equipment is that the replacement must be able to promote the 
progress of technology and at the same time be economically advantageous. 
After World War II there were two periods of rapid technological develop- 
ment in the principal industrial countries of the West. The first 
period was during the mid-1950's, when West Germany and Japan adopted 
advanced equipment and technology at a time of industrial recovery. The 
second period was during the 1960's, when the principal industrial coun- 
tries of the West also adopted new equipment and technology. Therefore, 
if our country wants to accomplish the industrialization of socialist 
industry, the replacement of equipment for the old enterprises will pose 
a big problem, and vigorous measures should be taken in urging the 
leadership at various levels, particularly the various leading indus- 
trial departments, to draw lessons from the experiences of various 
countries, to apply the lessons learned in the light of our realities, 
and then gradually to find the solution. After permitting the enter- 
prises to retain the basic depreciation funds, we should at the same 
time consider the problem of the sources for procuring the replacement 
equipment; otherwise, the enterprises cannot do anything with their 
money and will still fail to attain the goal of raising the technological 
level and labor productivity through such replacement. 


3, Change the method of overhauls so that, instead of our taking the 
whole machine apart, repairs will be confined to the defective parts. 

If the repairs are confined to the defective parts and ample time is 
allowed, there will be no difference between an overhaul, a major repair 
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or simple repairs. Financially, therefore, it will not be necessary 

to allocate special funds for depreciation or overhauls. All repair 
expenses will come out of the workshop's account and will be included 
in the cost of production for the current year. When repairs of equip- 
ment are limited to malfunctions, all repair jobs, aside from those 
calling for high precision or those of a highly complex nature, will be 
undertaken by the repair team of the production workshop. The advantage 
of this system is that the repairmen will know how the machine operates 
and where the trouble lies, and the repair will be both good and fast. 
Furthermore, it will be possible to set aside part of the repair force 
in the workshop for undertaking technical innovation or improvement of 
other items. (The repair workshop can also undertake the manufacturing 
of spare parts required for repair jobs.) What I have said here refers 
only to the machine-building trade, because the machine tool plants 
mainly use metal cutters and pressing equipment on a two-shift produc- 
tion basis. Should the operation of any machine be interrupted because 
of mechanical trouble, the interruption would not have any decisive 
impact on the production process as a whole. As for such other trades 
as the iron and steel industry, chemical industry, power industry or 
textile industry, which operate on a continuous three-shift basis, I do 
not presume to know much and therefore cannot offer any opinion, par- 
ticularly since I have not carried out any relevant study and investi- 
gation. 





4. Include tapping potentials, renovation and transformation in the 
technological and financial plans of enterprises, to be used as standards 
for appraising the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of enterprise manage- 
ment. If the entire or major portion of the basic depreciation fund is 
retained by the enterprise, a special fund can be set up in the enter- 
prise for replacing or transforming the equipment, while organizationally 
a suitable section can be created for technical innovation, to be respon- 
sible for planning, replacement and transformation, subject to approval 
by the authorities concerned. Plans for replacement and transformation 
should include major projects of technical innovation, the manufacturing 
or purchasing of equipment, and other small repair projects for the 
workshops. Major technical innovation should be listed as one of the 
standards to be used by the state for appraising the economic and tech- 
nical results of enterprises. If enterprises are to accomplish fairly 
extensive technological transformation through self-reliance, their work- 
shops should be used to full advantage. It is suggested that the name 
“repair workshop" be changed to “technical transformation and repair 
workshop” and that the latter be mainly responsible for major technical 
renovations and the manufacture of special equipment. At the same time, 
it should also help other workshops in the repair of spare parts and 
perform such jobs as are beyond the capability of the production work- 
shops. In the enterprises, the measures for technical organization and 
technical safety and the purchase of various fixed assets can all be 
included in the plans for replacement and transformation under the 
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unified management of the technical transformation section. This will 
put an end to the present confusion in the planning of enterprises 
arising from too many controls or no control at all. 


9411 
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THE REVISIONIST LINE WAS UNKNOWN IN THE COUNTRYSIDE BEFORE THE GREAT 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 25-26 
[Article by Mei Dongkui [2734 0392 7608}] 


[Text] The comrades who are engaged in rural work currently pose the 
most formidable ideological resistance to implementing rural policies. 
They include the leading comrades who have developed a “rightist phobia" 
to such an extent that they are still afraid of making rightist mis- 
takes. To cure this "phobia" once and for all, it is necessary to solve 
the fundamental problem of whether there has been a revisionist line, 
that is, a right opportunist line, in the rural work conducted by our 
party since the founding of the PRC. This issue is related to the 
implementation of the policies specified in the two central documents 

on agriculture and must be clarified. The cadres' misgivings over 
committing rightist errors are move or less connected with this problem. 


While agricultural development in our country has experienced twists and 
turns since the founding of the PRC, this is not due to the existence of 
right deviationist ideas and a revisionist line in the rural work under- 
taken by our party. On the contrary, it has been caused by left devia- 
tionist ideas which appeared at certain periods and by the ultraleftist 
line. This becomes clear if we briefly review the course of our coun- 
try's agricultural development. Following the completion of land reform 
and as a result of implementing the correct line, principles and poli- 
cies in rural work conducted by the party during the period of agricul- 
tural cooperativization, the socialist transformation of agriculture was 
successful and in a sound state. In this major revolution, which 
involved the relations of production affecting hundreds of millions of 
peasants, firm steps were taken to promote the development of agricul- 
tural production. When the people's communes were introduced in 1958, 

a “communist wind" began to blow across the land. There were boastful 
attempts to procure more grain than necessary, make reckless decisions, 
merge production teams with communes, level the rich with the poor and 
advocate higher yields than the land would allow in a hasty step toward 
communism. As a result of these erroneous slogans and practices, coupled 
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with serious natural disasters, agricultural production in our country 
suffered severe setbacks from the late 1950's to the early 1960's, while 
the collective economy was disrupted and the people's livelihood was 
made more difficult than before. Consequently, the party Central Com- 
mittee in 1962 adopted measures to mobilize the peasants’ enthusiasm, 
including the "60 articles" for the people's communes. This restored 
and promoted the development of agricultural production. During the 
Great Cultural Revolution, Lin Biao and the "gang of four" pushed an 
ultraleftist line to counter right deviationist restoration. Flaunting 
"the theory of productive forces," they harshly criticized what they 
called capitalism, dragged out "capitalist roaders" at every level, cut 
off the "appendages of capitalism," abolished pay according to work and 
tried to effect "a pauper's transition to higher stages of collectiviza- 
tion." This severely disrupted the implementation of the party's rural 
policies, slowed down the development of agricultural production and 
even caused a recession in many localities. These two setbacks lasted 
13 to 14 years, a period which comprised more than 60 percent of the 20 
years or so since agriculture was collectivized. With the remainder of 
the time devoted to correcting ultraleftist deviations and to rehabili- 
tating and restoring production, could there be any problem related to 
the so-called revisionist line? What Lin Biao and the "gang of four" 
called the revisionist line in rural work was deliberately concocted by 
them. What they listed as manifestations of the revisionist line meant 
nothing but “three freedoms and one contract," "placing workpoints in 
command" and "material incentives." "Three freedoms” referred to the 
extension of plots for private use, the extension of free markets and 
the increased number of small enterprises with sole responsibility for 
their own profits or losses. Since farming private plots and rural fair 
trading are necessary to complement the socialist economy, it was abso- 
luteliy wrong to criticize them as manifestations of the capitalist 
economy and ban them. It was likewise absurd to criticize the production 
team's assumption of sole responsibility for its own profits or losses as 
a capitalist form of management regarding the fixing of output quotas and 
fixing of costs. "One contract," or the fixing of output quotas based on 
individual households, was advocated in some localities during the 3 
years of economic hardships. This problem was complicated by factors 
which prevailed at that time and called for specific assessment. Even 
if it was wrong to do so, it should not be considered the main trend at 
that time, let alone be condemned as a manifestation of the revisionist 
line. With regard to "placing workpoints in command" and “material 
incentives"--the targets of ultraleftist criticism--these were aimed 
largely at the policy of pay according to work and awarding bonuses. 

All in all, they opposed and criticized the party's correct rural poli- 
cies, subjecting them to their longest and most vehement vilifications, 
covering extensive fields and producing lasting impressions on people. 
Since the smashing of the "gang of four" nearly 3 years ago, all the 
fronts have devoted themselves to eliminating chaos and restoring order 
and have categorically declared that the revisionist line was unknown 

in the countryside before the Great Cultural Revolutio: 2ver, this 
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problem has not been completely clarified in rural work. As a result, 
a number of cadres have found it difficult to distinguish between 
issues of right and wrong and have ideological misgivings weighing on 
their minds. 


This is the situation that exists across the land. In Henan, for exanm- 
ple, in the criticism of the so-called revisionist line, “leasing land" 
has been subjected to severe criticism. On the surface the issue of 
“leasing land" appears to be more serious than "one contract." If we 
assess this problem with a historical perspective, however, we will see 
that this is not true. During the 1961 economic hardships the collec- 
tives leased land to the peasants as private plots for a season or two 
as an expedient measure to assuage the temporary difficulties. Judging 
from later findings, this measure contributed to overcoming famine and 
restoring production, and it did not result in capitalist tendencies. 
This temporary measure, adopted under given historical conditions, should 
not be criticized as a manifestation of the revisionist line. 


Affirming that the revisionist line was unknown in the countryside since 
the founding of the PRC does not mean that there are no rightist short- 
comings and mistakes in rural work. However, they do not constitute a 
manifestation of the revisionist line. 
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A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ‘COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT' AND ‘OVERALL DEVELOPMENT' 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 p 26 
[Article by He Liping [6320 0500 1627]}) 


[Text] The experiences of the Jiujie Production Brigade discussed in the 
article "Take the Road of Comprehensive Development of Agriculture, te 
Industry, Sideline Production and Animal Husbandry," published in RED FLAG 
No 10, are good and the results notable. However, the article has con- 
fused the two distinct concepts of “comprehensive development" of agricul- 
ture and industry (or agriculture, industry and commerce, or agriculture, 
industry, sideline production and animal husbandry) and "overall develop- 
ment" of agriculture and industry. The “comprehensive development" or 
“comprehensive system" of agriculture and industry is a new concept based 
on the characteristics of the developmental process of agricultural mod- 
ernization in the developed countries, and it is different from the 
“overall development" of agriculture and industry. 


In the first place, “comprehensive development" means carrying out 
extensive coordination among specialized departments based on a high 
degree of social division of labor. The production, processing and 
marketing of a comparatively simple product is carried out by a unit or 
department; the majority of the parts it requires must be supplied by 
other units. In "overall development" the degree of social division of 
labor among the units is lower, and coordination is not as close. It 

can be seen that the Jiujie Production Brigade is basically carrying out 
the overall development of agriculture, industry, sideline production and 
animal husbandry within the limits of the production brigade. Its funds, 
land and labor forces are decentralized and used in various trades, and 
the degree of social division of labor is lower. 


In the second place, "comprehensive development" of agriculture and 
industry is the full development of commercialized production, and the 
marketing of products is completely dependent on external markets. Only 
a small portion of the products of “overall development" are marketed 
outside; the greater portion is distributed internally. This is pre- 
cisely the situation in the Jiujie Production Brigade. The commercial 
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ratio of farming and livestock raising is not very high, and the basic 
needs of the commune members must be satisfied mostly from within the 
limits of the production brigade itself. 


In the third place, the various trades in the “comprehensive development” 
of agriculture, industry, sideline production and animal husbandry are 
internally interconnected and interrestricted. Production, supply and 
marketing take the form of a single continuous process and become an 
organic whole, and no sector can develop in isolation. In “overall 
development" there is no necessity for such a close connection between 
the various trades. 


In short, "comprehensive development" and "overall development" are based 
on different developmental levels of productive forces and have different 
characteristics. Pointing out the distinctions between them will not only 
help clarify the concepts but, more importantly, also touch upon existing 
policies and methods currently employed by some districts. Some locali- 
ties at times are still not clear about the policies and demands of the 
“comprehensive development" of agriculture and industry. They have 
carried out a “comprehensive system of agriculture and industry" and 
arbitrarily merged some unrelated trades, and this has produced unfavor- 
able results. Clarification of the concepts will help them avoid this 
type of mistake. 
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GREATNESS COMES FROM PRACTICE--RECALLING TWO OR THREE THINGS ABOUT 
COMRADE MAO ZEDONG IN THE SECOND REVOLUTIONARY CIVIL WAR 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 27-31 
[Article by He Changgong [0149 7022 1562)] 


[Text] As the 86th anniversary of Comrade Mao Zedong's birth is approach- 
ing, I was glad to learn that the Museum of Chinese History is holding an 
exhibition on the history of our party during the period of the demo- 
cratic revolution. I drove there to perceive and study. Viewing that 
part of history that was written in blood under the leadership of Com- 
rade Mao Zedong and the proletarian revolutionaries of the older gen- 
eration, now being restored to its historical truth, and many important 
and great historical events being introduced and illustrated in the 

light of contemporary realities, I felt that they were so real and 
intimate. This was particularly the case with the introduction of the 
concrete activities of Comrade Mao Zedong, which enable us to feel all 
the more that he was a great man in the midst of practice, the masses 

and struggle. A few incidents that I personally experienced in the 
period of the second revolutionary civil war also clearly elucidate this 
point. 


Proceeding From "Leading the Army up to the Jinggang Mountains" 


Whenever the Chinese revolution's correct road of establishing rural 
revolutionary base areas, encircling the cities from the countryside and 
finally seizing the cities is spoken of, the story of Comrade Mao Zedong 
"leading the army up to the Jinggang Mountains" naturally comes to mind. 
The technique of "leading the army up to the Jinggang Movntains" to set 
up revolutionary base areas was proposed by Comrade Mao Zedong on the 
basis of constant summing up of experiences and lessons and through 
careful consideration. Later on, from the practice of repeated struggles 
in the Jinggang Mountains, a correct line for leading the way to victory 
for the revolution was gradually formed. 


When the Autumn Harvest uprising broke out, the Wuhan Guards Regiment, 
to which I was assigned, also participated in this struggle of great 
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historical significance. Owing to inexperience, we did not concentrate 
our armed forces to rout the enemy but hit out in all directions; this 
resulted in our being destroyed piecemeal by the enemy forces. The two 
battles of Pingjiang and Liuyang were not well fought. Consequently, 

our troops had to retreat to Wenjiashi. Around the time the troops 
reached Wenjiashi, when quite a few comrades were still indulging in the 
notion of attacking and seizing big cities, I had already learned from 
Comrade Mao Zedong that he planned to seek refuge somewhere. When it was 
still the period of the great revolution, Comrade Mao Zedong had already 
paid close attention to the peasant movement, running the peasant move- 
ment institute and training cadres for the movement. He had said that 
there was no hope for the Chinese revolution in the big cities. The hope 
lay in the countryside. It was said that when he was on his way home 
from Guangzhou to recuperate he deliberately passed by the Jinggang 
Mountains. It was at that time, when our troops had lost several battles, 
that I personally learned of this idea from him. He said: If we had 
attacked the cities by way of the vital communications lines when the 
postwar international capitalist groups were in a period of relative 
stability, when the imperialists were colluding with the KMT in a common 
effort against the revolution and, in particular, when an antirevolu- 
tionary alliance had been formed through the internal collaboration of 
Jiang and Wang, we would have risked the danger of being completely 
destroyed. Only by leading the revolution to places wheri it can 

develop unnoticed by the enemy can there be any hope of victory. 


Before we proceeded to “lead the army up to the Jinggang Mountains," I 
recall that he once spoke in more concrete terms about this thought at 
a cadres meeting above the battalion level held in a small school. 
Before the meeting he had had someone draw a topographic map of the 
Luoxiao mountain ridge. During the meeting it was propped up with 
several wooden poles. Standing in front of the map, Comrade Mao Zedong 
talked while looking at it. He first dwelt on the situation after the 
Autumn Harvest Uprising and then proceeded to explain that it was 
unimportant that we were then being defeated by the concentrated forces 
of the enemy. There were still troops remaining. As long as the green 
mountains were there, one need not worry about firewood. As long as we 
summarized experiences and lessons, we would surely win new victories. 
The rule that poor men the world over have to rise in revolution was the 
factor underlying our success. Turning around, he pointed at the map 
and said: We have the Luoxiao mountain ridge where we can rest and 
build up our strength. That which resembles an eyebrow on the map is 
where we can go. (At that time we had not heard of the Jinggang 
Mountains.) Then he analyzed the possibilities for development in the 
Jinggang Mountains. Ne said: Situated in the middle section of the 
Luoxiao mountain ridge and at the border of the two provinces of Hunan 
and Jiangxi, the Jinggang Mountains are a vulnerable spot under the rule 
of the reactionaries. They are a long way from the capitals of the 
respective provinces. Furthermore, Comrade Mao Zedong analyzed the 
internal condition of the enemy, saying: Within the reactionary KMT, 
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factions and cliques exist in great numbers, each trying to outwit the 
other. With different aims in mind, each tries to consolidate its 
actual strength in the regions it controls. Therefore, there is no 
unity whatsoever between the provinces and the troops. The enemies of 
the two provinces alternately dispatch their troops, and when one is 
under attack, the other will not come to his rescue. To “encircle and 
suppress" is, more often than not, to suppress but not to encircle or to 
encircle but not to suppress. In view of our small goal at the moment, 
we can depend on this area to develop revolutionary strength. To boost 
morale, he gave the following lively example, saying: As we all know, 
in every dynasty in history there have been kings of the mountain, but 
never has it been heard that any such kings were cver thoroughly sup- 
pressed. The kings of the mountain did not have any "isms." We are 
communists with doctrines and policies, and the kings of the mountain 
are no match for us. So how, then, can the enemy destroy us? Finally, 
Comrade Mao Zedong dwelt on the topography of the Jinggang Mountains 
and five favorable conditions: 1) A sound party organization; 2) a 
sound mass base; 3) a fairly strong Red Army; 4) terrain favorable to 
military operations; and 5) economic resources sufficient for sustenance. 
The next day, in a jungle southeast of Wenjiashi, Comrade Mao Zedong 
talked to us again about the great significance and conditions for 
victory in "leading the army up to the Jinggang Mountains." 





Although Comrade Mao Zedong did not definitely indicate the road of 
encircling the cities from the countryside at that time, the point of 
not attacking the big cities and of “leading the army up to the Jinggang 
Mountains” was clearly stated. Thereafter, from the construction under- 
taken in the Jinggang Mountains and the series of principles and policies 
Comrade Mao Zedong formulated, we came to understand that he meant to 
build the Jinggang Mountains into a revolutionary base area, a base area 
from which small victories could add up to big ones and progress could 

be made in the future. 


Recalling these past events and the practice of the great revolutionary 
struggle under his leadership, we can see that Comrade Mao Zedong really 
stayed true to his beliefs in combining practice with the development of 
revolutionary theories. He possessed not only a matter-of-fact attitude 
in strictly adhering to practice and experience to manage affairs, but 
also a creative spirit of not taking unearned gains. Under the guidance 
of the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism and in accordance with revo- 
lutionary practice in China, Comrade Mao Zedong established the revolu- 
tionary path of encircling the cities from the countryside and finally 
seizing the cities which was characteristic of the Chinese revolution. 
He thus made a great and important contribution to the theory of 


Marxism. If we had indiscr.: +. -ly and without analysis copied the 
experience of the Russian . ‘evolution, constantly employing the 
tactics of seizing big cities, ‘' is hard to tell how many years the 


victory of the Chinese revolutio,: would have been postponed. The great 
practice of “leading the army up to the Jinggang Mountains” shows that 
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it was because Comrade Mao Zedong proceeded from the concrete realities 
of China and not from bookism that the series of fundamental problems of 
the Chinese revolution were creatively solved and a correct revolu- 
tionary road for our country was found. 


Truth Comes From Investigation 


Soon dawn will break in the east, 

Do not say "You start too early." 

Crossing these blue hills adds nothing to one's years, 
The landscape here is beyond compare. 

Straight from the walls of Huichang's lofty peaks, 
Range after range, extending to the eastern seas. 

Our soldiers point southward to Guangdong, 

Looming lusher and greener in the distance. 


This brilliant poem by Comrade Mao Zedong was written during the several 
months when he went to stay in Huichang to gain firsthand experience for 
investigation and study. Whenever I review this magnificent poem, which 
is so filled with faith in the victory of the revolution, the scene 

of Comrade Mao Zedong in Huichang once again rises before my eyes. 


It was the late spring of 1934. On a day of gentle bree7e:, bright sun- 
shine and flowers all in bloom, Comrade Mao Zedong arri.ed at Huichang, 
the revolutionary base area in southern Jiangxi which he, along with 
Comrades Zhu De and Chen Yi, had established. 





Huichang, not very far from the Red capital of Ruijin, was the southern 
gateway of the CCP central revolutionary base area. It occupied an 
extremely vital strategic position. 


I knew beforehand that Comrade Mao Zedong was coming to Huichang. I1 was 
then concurrently the commander and political commissar of the Guangdong 
and Jiangxi military regions. During the fifth counter-"encirclement and 
suppression" campaign, the "left" opportunist line of Wang Ming reached 
its peak of development, successively thwarting the correct leadership 
of Comrade Mao Zedong in the party and the army. From strategic dis- 
position to concrete work, he was turning things upside down. Under the 
correct command of Comrade Mao Zedong, we smashed the first, second and 
third counterrevolutionary "encirclement and suppression" campaigns 
launched by Ch‘ang Kai-shek against the central revolutionary base area. 
Although Comrade Mao Zedong was deprived of the right to speak during 
the fourth "encirclement and suppression" campaign, we were also able to 
win victories under the command of Comrades Zhu De and Zhou Enlai. How- 
ever, things were entirely different during the fifth counter- 
“encirclement and suppression" campaign. Chiang concentrated 500.000 
troops and adopted a new strategy of “advancing by blockhouses and con- 
verging on them step by step." If we had made use of the very good 
situation of the resist-Japanese, oppose-Chiang movement in the 
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enemy-occupied areas to carry out the military line represented by Com- 
rade Mao Zedong, we would have won victory in the fifth counter- 
"encirclement and suppression" campaign, too. However, despite the 

fact that the enemy was strong and we were weak, the "left" opportunists 
represented by Wang Ming did just the opposite by defying the enemy tit 
for tat and thus exhausting our own forces. In this way there were many 
blockhouses where our troops were to be found. Lands were occupied and 
crops destroyed. We wasted money and manpower while greatly disappointing 
the people. Blockhouse warfare not only failed to ward off the enemy's 
advance but also brought about losses on all sides. Guangchang, the 
northern gateway of the central revolutionary base area, fell to the 
enemy forces, which launched an offensive against us from six directions. 
The situation was extremely critical. On the southern battlefront the 
"left" opportunists wanted to pursue the same strategy. It was at this 
critical moment that Comrade Mao Zedong arrived at Huichang. How happy 
were the army and the masses! 


To make work convenient for Comrade Mao Zedong, I lived with him. At 
that time, although he was not well and was under difficult conditions, 
not a single trace of unhappiness or worry could be discerned from the 
way he talked and acted. He was always in a good mood, unconstrained 
in character and optimistic. During the day he was either with the 
masses or would go to the provincial party committees of Guangdong and 
Jiangxi to acquire a better understanding of the situation. At night 
he would talk with the soldiers or devote all his efforts to writing. 
For the sake of the cause of the Chinese revolution, he passed many 
sleepless nights! 


On arriving at Huichang, Comrade Mao Zedong paid special attention to 
our counter-"encirclement and suppression" work, I remember an after- 
noon after lunch when we took a stroll with him in the warm sunshine. 
When we reached a small hill, with his hands at his waist, he humorously 
asked me, while enjoying the sights of Huichang: 


"Changgong, why does the tortoise not creep to Huichang?" 


Immediately I realized what he was referring to--the building of block- 
houses. Together with the other comrades we reported to Comrade Mao 
Zedong on the status of the resistance to the “encirclement and suppres- 
sion" campaigns in our Guangdong and Jiangxi military regions. I said: 


"The enemies opposite us are of a different type. We certainly have to 
be flexible in dealing with them. If they do not put up any blockhouses, 
neither will we. But even if they do, we will not do so." 


At this, Comrade Mao Zedong happily asked again: 


"Why ?" 
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I said: "We should carry out people's war. Every family is a blockhouse, 
every household is a sentry post. There is no need to build those play- 
things. How can we fight like a guerrilla inside a tortoise shell?" 

Then we made an analysis of the contradiction between Chen Jitang and 
Chiang Kai-shek. 


Chen Jitang, originally of the Guangdong Army, was a regional warlord 
who had risen against Chiang Kai-shek three times. In the recent 
"encirclement and suppression" campaign he had been appointed commander 
in chief of the southern route by Chiang, who pressured him to go to war 
against us. Casting covetous eyes on Shaoguan, he had adopted a passive 
attitude. He was disillusioned with this "world of mortals," since he 
realized that Chiang's desire that he launch an offensive against the 

Red Army was "murder with a borrowed knife." Chiang's purpose lay in 
achieving his scheme of "killing two birds with one stone." Chen there- 
fore adopted the strategy of "fighting in the open and making peace in 
stealth."' Moreover, he sent his chief of the general staff, Wang Yuming, 
and three others as representatives to the Xunwu area for peace negotia- 
tions with us, hoping thereby to exercise his sovereignty over Guangdong. 
Our party had managed to keep abreast of this new development. Instructing 
us to hold peace talks with Chen Jitang, Comrade Zhou Enlai appointed me 
as representative to the negotiations and Pan Hannian as the deputy 
representative. Through 3 days of meetings we reached a four-point 
agreement against Chiang. Although Chiang indignantly denounced Chen as 
"relying on bandits to embolden himself," he was exhausted by the 
"encirclement and suppression" campaigns and could not help but let 
things go their way. 





Looking far into the distance, Comrade Mao Zedong's eyes flashed a 
pleasant look. He said: We must learn from the Fujian incident by 
exploiting the Chen-Chiang contradiction to expand our forces. However, 
we must heighten our vigilance, because the warlord is, after all, a 
warlord. We must listen to what he says and watch what he does. That 
night Comrade Mao Zedong asked me to accompany him to the battlefront 
area. By the dim light of the night he made an inspection tour of the 
various battle positions. It was not until he had observed that the 
soldiers in the paddy fields and mountain forests were standing at com 
bat readiness and that the enemy's position was quiet and dimly lit that 
he set his mind at rest and returned to the campsite. 


On the basis of making a thorough investigation and study, Comrade Mao 
Zedong and we formulated some feasible operational plans and deployments. 
We also made an exhaustive analysis of the contemporary situation. He 
said: At the moment the enemy is still strong while we are weak. It 
will not do to follow the foreign way designed by those dogmatists living 
in multistoried city buildings. Blockhouse against blockhouse means 
courting defeat by fighting against overwhelming odds.  “ .ust proceed 
from reality and not exhaust ourselves by exerting our utmost strength. 
We should adopt the strategies of guerrilla warfare and guerrilla- 
oriented mobile warfare. We should make the enemy run around in circles, 
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holding up those who are strong and pinning down those who are weak. 
The countryside is the sea and the ocean. The Red Army is the fish. 
The vast countryside is a place for us to recuperate and multiply. We 
must cherish the resources of the people. Our resource for victory is 
for the soldiers and masses to be of one mind. 


Like the brilliant sunshine, Comrade Mao Zedong's words illuminated our 
way toward great successes to be achieved in our struggle ugainst the 
enemy and in the building of base areas. Comrade Mao Zecong paid great 
attention to investigation and study work, regarding it as a basic 
skill of leaders. Whether it was in fighting, on the march against the 
enemy or between battles, he would place himself in the midst of the 
masses. He always said that measures came from the broad masses, who 
could be compared to “high-yield experimental plots." Herein lies the 
source of the widespread saying among the Red Army men that "Commissar 
Mao is good at problem solving." If we say that practice is the basis 
of theory, then investigation and study was a basic skill of Comrade Mao 
Zedong in leading the Chinese revolution. All his magnificent works 
without exception, from the “Report on an Investigation of the Peasant 
Movement in Hunan,” made in the period of the democratic revolution, to 
"On the Ten Major Relationships" of the period of the socialist revolu- 
tion and socialist construction, were the crystallization of investiga- 
tion and study and the integration of theory with practice. 


Chairman Mao Taught Me How To Conduct Myself in Work 


Transforming society while remolding people is an important tenet first 
enunciated by Marx. It was in the practice of remolding the old army 
during the initial years of the revolution, through the teaching of 
Comrade Mao Zedong, that I came to understand this principle. 


After a defeat in August 1928, I led 28 regiments and 1 battalion to 
carry out mass work in the vicinity of Zuoan and Danen in Guidong County. 
At this time, Bi Zhanyun revolted and crossed over to the Red Army. 

This is what Comrade Mao Zedong said in "The Struggle in the Jinggang 
Mountains’: “Meanwhile, 126 men of the Hunan enemy forces under Yan 
Zhongru which had been stationed in Guidong came over to us and were 
organized into a special task battalion with Bi Zhanyun as commander." 


Bi Zhanyun originally was under the command of Xiang Chengjie of the 
Sichuan Army. He was later transferred to Hunan, to be temporarily 
under the command of He Jian of the Hunan Army as battalion commander. 
Under the influence of the great revolution, he had a definite under- 
standing of our army. This was particularly so after what Comrades 

Zhu De and Chen Yi had done to him. Hence, he was not energetic at all 
when going to war with the Red Army. 1 remember what happened once in 
an engagement when we captured a company from him. In accordance with 
Comrade Mao Zedong's policy of lenient treatment of captives and the 
principle of dismantling enemy forces, we killed a pig to eat in 
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entertaining them. After educating them for 3 days, we released then. 
On returning to their armies these captives became our propagandists, 
talking about how good the Red Army was. Some even advised Bi Zhanyun 
to change coats and come over to our side. At that time, discriminated 
against by the Hunan Army, Bi Zhanyun was already feeling discontented. 
But he was still hesitant to cross over all at once. At this moment 
Comrades Zhu De and Chen Yi instructed us to write to Bi to explain the 
righteousness of our cause, warn him of the consequences of his decision 
and urge him to revolt as soon as possible and take the side of the 
people. Three days after he had received our letter, he revolted with 
a battalion of troops and joined the Red Army. Not long afterward, 
Zhang Wei cf the Yunnan Army followed suit and came over from Zhangshu 
Zhen of Jiangxi with a battalion, which was later reorganized into an 
independent battalion of the 4th Red Army. 


To these instances of insurrection we certainly responded enthusiastically. 
But it indeed worried us how they could change from White to Red. 


When they were in their original armies they had been tainted with many 
bad habits. Opium smoking, in particular, was a common practice. Quite 

a few of them were "double-gun soldiers." Comrades Mao Zedong and Chen Yi 
were determined to thoroughly remold them, and they assigned this task to 
me. Calling on me, Comrade Mao Zedong said: When you were organizing 
peasant self-defense corps in the Dongting Hu district, you remolded many 
armed bandits into new people. On arriving here in the Jinggang Mountains 
you also remolded the troops of Wang Zuo. Since you have had experience, 
we had better let you accomplish this task for us. Putting out my two 
hands, I replied: This is no easy job. The troops of Comrade Wang Zuo 
were heroes living in mountain strongholds. They had a simple back- 
ground and were easy to remold. But the subordinates of Bi Zhanyun have 

a complicated background and numerous bad habits and therefore will be 
difficult to reform. With a grin, Comrade Mao Zedong said: Difficulties 
are natural. It all depends on human effort! 


A few days later, Comrade Mao Zedong and Comrade Chen Yi came to our 
campsite. The moment we met, I started complaining: "Do we still want 
these old foxy hands? I am still of the same opinion: difficult to 
remold."" On hearing this, Comrade Mao Zedong said seriously: Why not? 
These people have deliberately come out of their own free will. Insur- 
rection is a righteous act. It is bad and negative not to take them. 

We must vigorously remold them. It will prove that we are lacking in 
efficiency if we cannot remold them well. Marx said: Remold people 
while transforming society. This is compatible with our great cause. 

It is certainly difficult to remold people into new ones, but we have to 
bear in mind the fact that China has a vast area with numerous mountains 
and hills. There are many regional troops and kings of the mountain. If 
we do a good job of remolding these people, we can exert our influence 
over a greater number in the country. And the experiences in remolding 
them will be of use in the future and in the days after nationwide 
liberation. 





I straightened out my thinking: Yet, how should I go about remolding 
them? I suggested: "Lock these heavy smokers up for 20 days. Let 
their smoking pipes be surrendered." Comrade Mao Zedong shook his head 
and said: “How can this be? If we do this, there would be no differ- 
ence between the KMT army and ourselves. Persuasion and coercion are 
two methods which mean two futures." Then he sat down and talked it 
over with me: As head of the center you must assume the responsibility 
for giving up smoking. You should start with the work of prohibiting 
smoking, bringing these opium addicts around, mobilizing the officers 

to take the initiative and making it clear to them that we the prole- 
tarian army need only to firmly grasp the rifles in our hands, not the 
suicidal poisonous pipes which are unable to vanquish the enemy and can 
only be defeated. We must set about our task of eliminating smoking and 
then bring about a change in their stand and world outlook. At this 
time Comrade Chen Yi, who was standing at the side, interrupted that we 
must adopt the method of "stealing the beams and pillars and replacing 
them with rotten timbers," using some tobacco leaves to gradually replace 
the opium. At the same time, we should organize more recreational and 
sports activities. 


Persuasion and coercion are two methods, two futures. Comrade Mao 
Zedong's words constantly encouraged me to accomplish my task of remold- 
ing the old army. In accordance with the teaching and past experiences 
of Comrade Mao Zedong, I started work on prohibiting smoking and remold- 
ing the old army. It started off quite well, but as time went by, the 
incessant shouts and cries of many of those who were heavily addicted 
were heard to high heaven. Some who were especially heavy smokers came 
to beg of me: "Let me have a mouthful of opium. It is worthwhile even 
if I die for it." I said: "If we have to die, we must die in glory. 
Dying for the people is not dying. We cannot die with the bad name of 
an opium addict. Now you find it hard and bitter, but when you become 

a real Red Army fighter, welcomed by the people, you will feel good. 

You must break the back of the habit now!" While enforcing the prohibi- 
tion against smoking, we also paid attention to improving eating 
arrangements, lengthening the time for recreational and sports activities 
and, in particular, strengthening political, ideological and educational 
work. In this way the mental outlook of the whole unit underwent tre- 
mendous changes. Many emaciated looks were replaced by healthy and 
hearty ones. 


At this time Comrade Mao Zedong instructed us to send the troops out in 
order to remold them in action, toughen them in struggle and educate 

them in the midst of the masses. Through training from both within and 
without and through unity of all ranks, the process of making them revo- 
lutionaries was quickened. In November 1928 Comrade Mao Zedong instructed 
me to lead this unit to Huangbo and Jiudou of Lianhua to establish con- 
tact with the 5th Army and its 4th Column under the command of Peng 

Dehuai and Teng Daiyuan which had participated in the Pingjiang Uprising 
and bring them up to the Jinggang Mountains to join forces with the 
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4th Red Army in the Jinggang Mountains. We made use of this opportunity 
to pass through the revolutionary base area of the Jinggang Mountains, 
which was personally founded by Comrade Mao Zedong, to educate everyone. 
Whenever we passed a place we would let the local party organization and 
the masses know of the condition of this special unit so that they could 
provide help and education to it. When we passed Sanwan the masses vied 
with each other to convey greetings and send rewards of food and drink 
to the troops. To enlighten and educate our troops and encourage us to 
do well in defending the Red political power, some masses recounted the 
sad story of exchanging 5 decaliters of grain for a 3-year-old child. 
The sincere words and earnest wishes of the masses of people softened 
the hearts of every fighter. The vast numbers of cadres and fighters 
also felt deeply that the Red Army and the White Army were different in 
nature. Thus, they consciously cast aside their opium pipes and grad- 
ually overcame various bad habits. 


We then fought a battle at the juncture of Lianhua County, destroying 
300 more men of the reactionary armed pacification regiment of Yongxin, 
Beixiang and Lianhua. Thereafter we established contact with the troops 
led by Comrades Peng Dehuai and Teng Daiyuan. They headed toward the 
Jinggang Mountains, joining forces with Comrades Mao Zedong, Zhu De and 
Chen Yi. 


Commemorating the 86th anniversary of Comrade Mao Zedong's birth, I am 
all the more emotional, with a train of thoughts welling up in my mind. 
Although Comrade Mao Zedong has departed from the world forever, the 
outstanding feats he made in leading the Chinese revolution will for- 
ever be engraved on our minds. The revolutionary spirit of engaging in 
the great practice of the Chinese revolution with all his life's energy 
and the Mao Zedong Thought he founded amid the collective struggle of 
the party and the masses will continue to guide us courageously forward 
toward the realization of the grand goal of the four modernizations. 


CsO: 4004 








TRAINING SUCCESSORS IS THE OLD CADRES' GLORIOUS MISSION 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 32-35 


{Article by the Organization Department of the Fujian Provincial CCP 
Committee } 


[Text] To strengthen the building of the leading bodies, to promote and 
train successors as quickly as possible, and to let more and more young, 
or relatively young, cadres take over the leadership in our various 
undertakings--these are important tasks for party committees at all 
levels, and especially the glorious mission of the old cadres. 

Since the smashing of the "gang of four," the leading bodies at various 
levels in our province have been readjusted and consolidated several 
times. Generally, they are good or relatively good. However, the 
present cadres’ political and ideological levels, scientific and tech- 
nological knowledge, vocational competence and administrative experi- 
ence are still inadequate to the needs of the four modernizations. The 
age of people in the leading bodies at various levels is rather advanced, 
and there is, in varying degrees, a shortage of trained younger men and 
women ready to take over from the older experts. Therefore, in the next 
2 or 3 years the selection for the leading bodies at various levels of 
fine young and middle-aged cadres who have been tested in practice and 
are supported by the masses is a task of great strategic significance. 


The great communist cause to which our party is dedicated cannot be 
realized in one, two or even three generations. It calls for the 
unremitting efforts of many generations. It is only a natural law for 
the revolutionaries of the older generation to be the pioneers of a 
cause which has to be inherited and developed by the young talents. 
Comrade Mao Zedong said: "If our party does not have a great many new 
cadres working in unity and cooperation with old cadres, our cause will 
come to a stop.” Our old cadres are the treasure of our party and our 
country. They shed blood and made great contributions to the people 
during the period of severe fighting for the democratic revolution. 
After the founding of the People's Republic they also did a lot of 
painstaking work and won merits in the socialist revolution and 
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construction. They were brutally persecuted when Lin Biao and the “gang 
of four" were riding high, but most of them, after the smashing of the 
“gang of four," worked hard in the interests of the party and became 

the backbone force in setting things right and changing the course of 
history. When we entered the period of the four modernizations they 
were like "old horses which, although remaining in the stable, never 
stop thinking of traveling thousands of li." They all have an ardent 
desire to win merits for the four modernizations while they still remain 
in the leading bodies at various levels in the new Long March, and their 
role must be given full play. However, with the passing of time they are 
getting old, and their strength, both physical and mental, is on a grad- 
ual decline. This only conforms to the natural law. As some of the old 
cadres said: They felt short of breath going uphill and weak in the legs 
going downhill. They want to be in the frontline, but their physical 
strength fails them! The average age of the standing committee members 
of a certain municipality in our province is 58. So, after more than 20 
years' service, the standing committee members of municipal party com- 
mittees, the secretaries of district party committees and the district 
chiefs have become an older generation. This is by no means an isolated 
case among the leading bodies of the prefectures and municipalities of 
our province. The course of history has posed a serious problem for us: 
the problem of successors, which must be solved so that the young and 
middle-aged cadres can gradually take over the responsibility of leader- 
ship. This is an important task for the party's organizational building 
as well as a question of fundamental importance to the communist cause 
for hundreds of years. This problem must be solved so that the con- 
tinuity and stability of our revolutionary cause can be assured and the 
party and country will not change color. 


The political line of our party should be based on the ideological line 
and guaranteed by the organizational line. The party line has to be 
carried out by the people. Should we entrust its implementation to those 
who understand and support it, or to those who do not understand it and 
who doubt or even oppose it? This is a very important question. There- 
fore, while selecting successors we must attach great importance to 
political quality. We must strictly prevent the following types from 
ever worming their way into any leading body: The backbone elements 

who took part in the "gang of four's" conspiracy to usurp state and 
party power; the "beating, smashing and looting" elements; those with 
strong factionalism and who remain unrepentent; those who drag people 
around, brag, flatter, speculate and are unorthodox; and those who, 
though capable, refuse to implement the party line, principles and 
policies. Should these people ever succeed in dominating the leading 
body of any unit, the party line cannot be implemented and the revolu- 
tionary cause will suffer. At the same time, in selecting and training 
successors we should also attach importance to their vocational compe- 
tence. To accomplish the four modernizations, to fundamentally trans- 
form the backward outlook of our economy and to catch up with the 
world's advanced level we must have practical skill. Thus, selecting 
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and training a large number of talents who are capable of organizing, 
leading and managing modern agriculture, industry, science and tech- 
nology, and culture and education is an urgent task. Judging from the 
situation in our province, we can see that, apart from the arduous task 
of accomplishing the four modernizations, we have to be one step ahead 
of others in improving our economic construction because of the greater 
power to make decisions given by the central authorities to our province 
in absorbing foreign funds and developing foreign trade. For this 
reason, we urgently need a large number of party and state cadres who 
are well versed in economic construction, are competent in scientific- 
technological and economic management, are knowledgeable about inter- 
national economic activities, and have great energy and original ideas. 
We must follow the requirements which the party and Comrade Mao Zedong 
have laid down for cadres and carefully select and train them. In his 
speech at the meeting to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding 
of the People's Republic, Comrade Ye Jianying said: "For the present 
we should particularly stress three requirements for leading cadres at 
all levels: First, they must resolutely support the party's political 
and ideological lines; second, they must be selfless and strictly abide 
by the law and discipline, uphold the party principle and eradicate 
factionalism; and third, they must have a strong revolutionary as well 
as vocational competence." At present we must select young and middle- 
aged cadres according to these three requirements, so that the leading 
bodies at various levels will be equal to the political task of 
realizing the four modernizations. Only thus can we insure the imple- 
mentation of the party's political and ideological lines for promoting 
the smooth development of the four modernizations. 


On the question of selecting and training successors, our old cadres 
have both positive and negative experiences and have played an impor- 
tant role in carrying on the revolutionary cause without interruption. 
These old cadres and their role cannot be replaced, and that is why 
history has given them a glorious and unshirkable responsibility. We 
must not forget that Lin Biao and the “gang of four," at the time of 
their rampage, installed some backbone elements of their faction in the 
leading bodies at various levels. With the portion of power they had 
usurped, these people created all kinds of trouble and perpetrated 
numerous evil deeds which brought calamity to the country and the 
people. This is a shocking instance of class struggle. In view of 
this, would our old cadres have any hesitation in shouldering the 
historical task of selecting and training successors? We must not for- 
get that a small number of backbone elements of the "gang of four's” 
faction are still not reconciled to defeat. They hanker after their 
"golden age” and pin their hopes for a comeback on the advanced age of 
our leading cadres. Wang Hongwen once raved: “See what will happen 10 
years later," and the trusted man of the "gang of four" in our province 
also shouted: "You will know 10 years later." We can be sure that time 
is on the side of the revolutionaries, while what awaits the small number 
of backbone elements of the "gang of four's" faction, who are opposing 
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the current of history, can only be the knell. In a negative way, how- 
ever, their attitude tells us that we can never take the question of 
selecting and training successors lightly or afford to forget the 
historical lessons. While the old cadres still remain, this matter must 
be settled satisfactorily so as to disillusion these backbone elements 
forever. Our old cadres should warmly contact people everywhere, take 
the mass line, listen to others’ opinions, have a firm grasp of the 
situation and select fine young cadres to strengthen the leading bodies 
at various levels. Only thus can they live up to the expectations of 
the party and the people; only thus can the old cadres themselves feel 
reassured. 


The old cadres’ keen sense of responsibility, enhanced consciousness and 
high moral qualities are extremely important for the training of suc- 
cessors. Many cadres in our province are broadminded and unselfish 
and consider ¢t selection and training of successors their own duty. 
They thus manifest the farsightedness and valuable qualities of revolu- 
tionaries of the older generation. In conscientiously trying to select 
good successors, some old cadres of the prefectural party committees 
have visited the grassroot units in all the counties of the prefecture 
and inspected various quarters looking for the right people. Other 
cadres have also carefully selected young and middle-aged cadres for the 
second-level and third-level positions and have done a good job of passing 
on experiences, giving help and setting examples. Such a spirit on the 
part of the old cadres is indeed praiseworthy. 


However, we must also note that, on the question of selecting young and 
middle-aged cadres, people still have different ideas because of the 
pernicious influence of the ultraleftist line pushed by Lin Biao and 

the “gang of four" and the fetters placed on the people's minds in 
varying degrees. This situation should claim our great attention. We 
must deepen our criticism of the ultraleftist line, positively eliminate 
the two "whatever" viewpoints, emancipate the mind and remove the 
obstructions in order to lay a good ideological foundation for selecting 
successors. 


Conditions are now ripe for selecting young and middle-aged cadres. 

We must also note the unprecedented potentials and ingenuity in the ranks 
of our cadres. In our province, 70 percent of the total number of cadres 
fall in the age group of 36 to 55. The majority of these comrades under- 
took party work before the war of liberation or in the early days after 
the founding of the People’s Republic, and they generally have more than 
20 or 30 years of practical experience. Some of them have held leading 
posts at or above the commune level. Many of them have become our back- 
bone elements, and we rely on them heavily. Some outstanding ones 

should be selected to staff leading bodies at various levels. About 24 
percent of the total number of cadres in our province are young and 
middle-aged cadres below 35. The majority of them are good or relatively 
good and were dissatisfied with the perverse actions of Lin Biao and the 
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“gang of four," while some of them even emerged as activists in the 
struggle against Lin Biao and the "gang of four." It is therefore 
possible to select some of these outstanding ones for posts in leading 
bodies. Many of these young and middle-aged cadres are engaged in 
scientific and technological fields, and some of them are outstanding 
intellectuals. As long as we resolutely eliminate the various pernicious 
accusations spread by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" on the question of 
intellectuals, such as that they “are unreliable," “are arrogant" and 
“take the line of experts," it is entirely possible to find outstanding 
ones among them to fill leading posts. Comrade Mao Zedong said: “With- 
out the participation of the revolutionary intellectuals, neither 
organization of the revolutionary force nor construction for the revo- 
lutionary cause can be successful." Therefore, as long as we have Bo Le 
[0130 2867--an authority on horses], there are "flying steeds" to be 
found. The worry that “there is no talent to be found" is groundless. 


In selecting and promoting cadres we should not stick to only one pat- 
tern or give consideration to seniority alone. The system of promotion 
according to seniority restricts and stifles real talents. If “sen- 
iority"” refers to practical experience, then high seniority, meaning 
rich revolutionary experience, should be affirmed and respected. As an 
ancient saying goes, "When a scholar has left for 3 days, you should rub 
your eyes before taking another look at him." Generally speaking, our 
middle-aged cadres have had 20 or 30 years' working experience and should 
not be slighted in this respect. Instead, they should be helped to catch 
up with the old comrades in experience. We should also be glad to face 
the truth that “green dye is taken from blue but is closer to the color 
of nature than is blue.” As long as we discard the seniority viewpoint, 
the fear that young cadres are inexperienced and the idea that "a carry- 
ing pole made from a tender bamboo is unfit for a heavy load" can be 
easily overcome. Many old comrades still have vivid memories of their 
own growth. During the war of liberation, many of those who marched 
southward toward Fujian were then in their 20's or 30's, yet they held 
important leading posts at the prefectural, county and district levels. 
Their work was exacting at first, but after some tempering, did they not 
carry on their work just the same? Furthermore, the young and middle- 
aged cadres are no longer "carrying poles made of tender bamboo." As 
long as we boldly let them work, they can also undertake the heavy 
responsibility. 


Party spirit, never factionalism, should be considered in selecting 
cadres. Speaking of party spirit, we must have an open mind in uphold- 
ing the cadres line of “appointing people on their merits" and in 
selecting cadres according to the criteria of both ability and political 
integrity. Lin Biao and the “gang of four" pushed the factional line 

of “appointing people according to their factional affiliation" or 
“appointing people by favoritism,” and they did great damage to the 
formation of our cadres contingent. After smashing the "gang of four," 
we criticized their ultraleftist line and destroyed their factional 
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system, so that the party's cadres line of "appointing people on their 
merits’ can be smoothly carried out. However, we muit not underestimate 
the pernicious influence and the remnants of their factional system, 
because they wi.l reassert themselves in a different form as soon as 
there is an opportunity, especially when we are forming leading bodies. 
The outstanding feature of the present situation is “the absence of 
mountains in the open but the existence of shoals under water." We 
must resolutely resist and fight all forms of factionalisn. 


The task of selecting and training successors is both pressing and 
arduous and calls for strong determination, steady steps and a syste- 
matic and planned progress. The selection of young and middle-aged 
cadres depends on the old cadres of party committees at various levels 
and their efforts in training them. Our old comrades should set good 
examples and consider it a political task to pass on experiences, give 
help and set examples, and this work must be carried out in a down-to- 
earth manner. We should also carry out education on the party's polit- 
ical line and on upholding the four basic principles among the young 
and middle-aged cadres in order to provide them with a correct polit- 
ical orientation, to fire them with the lofty ambition of accomplishing 
the four modernizations, and to help them adhere to the principle of 
using practice as the criterion of truth and the ideological line of 
seeking truth from facts. These cadres should also be taught the 
party's fine traditions and work styles and encouraged to preserve the 
natural characteristics of the proletariat. At the same time, some 
specific measures should be adopted to “increase their pressure of 
work,” to use them boldly, to make strict demands on them, and at the 
same time to help them cultivate their talents through practice. The 
young and middle-aged cadres should respect the old cadres, remain 
humble and prudent, guard against arrogance and impetuosity, and work 
diligently and earnestly in order to learn from the precious experience 
and fine work style of the old cadres. 


We are now engaged in an inspiring undertaking never before attempted. 
Our old cadres have served this great cause from their early youth to 
their advanced years by struggling for decades. Now, with great 
enthusiasm, they are undertaking the glorious historical mission of 
selecting and training successors so that our cause can be carried on 
in triumph by worthy persons. 
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LETTING A HUNDRED SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT CONTEND IS ALSO A POLITICAL POLICY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 35-38 
[Article by Li Zhun [2612 0402)]) 


[Text] The policy of “letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred 
schools of thought contend" is a comprehensive policy which was presented 
by Comrade Mao Zedong on behalf of the CCP Central Committee after the 
the basic completion of the socialist transformation of the means of 
production in China. All-round implementation of this policy is the 
demand of the entire socialist undertaking. However, for a long time 
this policy has not been properly implemented. To conscientiously 
implement this policy today we must, in the new situation, first have 

a comprehensive and correct understanding of it. 


There is a popular comprehension and advocacy which holds that the 
policy of “letting a hundred schools of thought contend" is suitable 
only for academic questions on science and the arts but not for other 
questions. In particular, letting a hundred schools of thought contend 
cannot be used for questions on politics. We often hear such words as 
"Your views have overstepped the academic scope of science and the arts; 
you cannot publish them!" or "This is a political question, and there 
can be no contention of schools of thought.” I hold that such beliefs 
are one-sided and wrong. Not only do they violate the comprehensive 
exposition made by Comrade Mao Zedong on behalf of the CCP Central Com- 
mittee regarding the policy of "letting a hundred flowers blossom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend,” but they also depart from the 
character of a socialist state. 


It is true that Comrade Mao Zedong said: “Letting a hundred flowers 
blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend is a policy for pro- 
moting the progress of the arts and sciences and a flourishing socialist 
culture in our land. Different forms and styles in art should develop 
freely, and different schools in science should contend freely." ("On 
the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People") However, we 
must also see that these words specifically used questions of science 
and the arts to explain the policy of “letting a hundred flowers blossom 
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and a hundred schools of thought contend.” Nevertheless, neither in 
logic nor in language did they preclude the fact that the policy of 
letting a hundred schools of thought contend is also suitable for 
other questions. Let us also see what Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out 
during the same period: “Letting a hundred flowers blossom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend is not only a good method for 
developing science and the arts, but, applied more widely, is a good 
method for all our work." ("Speech at the Chinese Communist Party's 
National Conference on Propaganda Work") Another passage explained 
this more clearly: "To ‘open wide’ or to ‘restrict’? This is a ques- 
tion of policy. ‘Let a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools 
of thought contend’ is a long-term as well as a fundamental policy; it 
ig not just a temporary policy.” "Two different methods, or, in other 
«tds, two different policies for leading our country can be adopted: 
‘open wide’ or to ‘restrict.’ To ‘open wide’ means to let all people 
‘ spress their opinions freely, so that they dare to speak, dare to 
riticize and dare to debate.'" (Ibid.) Comrade Mao Zedong said very 
clearly that the policy of “letting a hundred flowers blossom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend" means the policy of “opening wide," 
is a different expression of an identical policy and indicates dis- 
cussion and debate of different viewpoints in ideological understanding. 
It applies not only to academic questions on science and the arts but 
also to political and other questions. It is a general policy for 
directing the country. Comrade Ye Jianying, in his speech at the meet- 
ing to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the founding of the People's 
Republic of China, also correctly pointed out: "Comrade Mao Zedong 
expounded the meaning of the important slogan ‘let a hundred flowers 
blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend’ with great profundity 
on many occasions and declared that this was not only our cultural 
policy but also our political policy and that it was a fundamental and 
long-term policy.” 


Essentially speaking, whether or not we want to implement the policy of 
"letting a hundred schools of thought contend" in political life is also 
a question of whether or not we want to practice socialist political 
democracy and democratic centralism. It is common knowledge that many 
capitalist countries have also flaunted "freedom of speech." However, 
this kind of “freedom of speech" is only true for the bourgeoisie holding 
power but false for the proletariat and working people. Things are 
fundamentally different in a socialist country, because the overwhelming 
majority of the proletariat and working people are masters of their own 
affairs as masters of the state. Thus, they naturally must first have 
the right to speak and express their opinions on political matters. 
Therefore, on the premise of respecting and upholding the fundamental 
system of the state, the people must be allowed to express opinions on 
political matters and deveion discussions and debates. This is the 
paramount aspect of socialist democracy and the basis of democratic 
centralism and is called for by the nature of a socialist country. 
Precisely in this sense, only with power in the hands of the proletariat 
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can “letting a hundred schools of thought contend" be explicitly put 
forward as a leading political policy of the state. We should value 
this point. Otherwise, if only a handful of people can make decisions 
on political questions, how can we talk about the people being masters 
of their own affairs? Where is there any sign of the superiority of 
the socialist system? This is an obvious and easy-to-see principle. 


Judging from the law of cognition, "letting a hundred schools of thought 
contend" is an important link promoting the development of knowledge. 

It is a greater wrong to limit the policy of “letting a hundied schools 
of thought contend" to academic questions om science and the arts. The 
basic principle of materialism tells us that people's existence in 
society determines their social consciousness. The cognition of various 
things by each person is inseparable from his position in social prac- 
tice and his conditions (both material and spiritual) of learning. 
Because of their different positions in social practice, people also 
differ in iearning. Therefore, it is very natural for them to take 
different views of the same issue. Not only will people with different 
class positions and world outlooks view the same tiiings differently, but 
there will also be differences of view on the same thing by people of 
similar class position and world outlook because of differences in 
individual special positions in practice and the conditions of cognition. 
This kind of phenomenon exists universally in various areas of social 
life and is independent of man's will. Therefore, to distinguish between 
truth and fallacy and advance the development of cognition, regardless of 
the area, we must as a matter of fact allow the expression of different 
points of view, adopt discussion and debate on them and, finally, sum up 
through practice. In other words, "letting a hundred schools of thought 
contend" as a method of resolving differences of cognition and seeking 
truth is not only suitable for academic questions on science and the 
arts, but also universally suitable for various areas of social life 
such as politics and the economy. There should be no forbidden areas. 


What is politics? In simple terms, politics is the key to things as a 
whole in actual life. To a political party and nation, politics is a 
major political policy issue. In different historical periods, politics 
has ditferent contents. For example, during the war of resistance 
against Japanese aggression the paramount political task of our country 
was to drive the Japanese invaders out of China. During the liberation 
war the paramount political task was to overthrow the Chiang Kai-shek 
family dynasty and liberate the whole of China. Today the greatest 
politics of our country is to push forward the four modernizations. 
Obviously, political questions are diiferent from academic questions on 
science and the arts in general, for they directly concern the fate and 
destiny of the state and the nation as well as the life and movement of 
every individual. However, this cannot constitute the reason for not 
carrying out discussion and debate on them. Precisely because of this, 
just the opposite will occur, with more people showing concern for and 
pondering actual political questions (thie is unlike any academic 
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question on science and the arts). There will even be greater diversity 
of cognition and views among the people. Because of this, leading 
organs of the party and the state must, on the basis of adhering to the 
state's fundamental system and general target of struggle, listen 
extensively to differing views on various questions, implement the 
principle of "everyone is equal before the truth," and carry out 
thoroughgoing discussion and debate (naturaiiy, different methods of 
discussion can be used for different questions) before making a correct 
summary and policy decision. Otherwise, there will be errors and mis- 
takes. For example, every one of the four basic principles is a major 
political policy. There is no doubt whatsoever that adhering to the 
four principles is in the basic interests of people throughout the 
country, because their necessity and truthfulness have been fully proved 
in practice. Moreover, China as a socialist country of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, the Chinese Communist Party as the core of leader- 
ship and Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought as the guiding ideology 
have all been explicitly affirmed in the constitution following dis- 
cussions by the whole people. Therefore, adhering to the four basic 
principles is a thing the People's Republic of China ard every citizen 
should understand. However, on the premise of adhering to the four 
principles, people should be allowed to differ on and debate the con- 
crete aspects and requirements of the four principles. Because the 
propagation of Marxism-Leninism, the birth of the Chinese Communist Party 
and the emergence of Mao Zedong Thought only took place in the last 50 or 
60 years and the dictatorship of the proletariat and socialist system 
have been a reality in China for only 30 years, understanding of them is 
still at the elementary stage. What are the basic principles of Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought and what are their interrelations? What are 
the characteristics of leadership of the Chinese Communist Party and how 
should they be manifested? What are the functions and power of the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat? How can the superiority of socialism be 
explained? Because of their specific positions and different conditions 
of understanding, it is quite normal that the cadres and the masses also 
view these questions differently. Such specific questions as what views 
are actually in keeping with the four principles and how do we really 
achieve the aim of adhering to the four principles can only be gradually 
clarified by means of discussions, debates and tests in practice. If 
discussions and debates are not developed and if various views are not 
compared, differentiated and tested in practice, it would be a funda- 
mental violation of the law of cognition for people to predetermine 
truth and falsehood. Many facts have proved that in this way we would 
not only fail to adhere to the four principles but would distort and 
deviate from these principles. As for people who doubt and negate the 
necessity of adhering to the four principles, the vital question natu- 
rally is one of criticizing and educating, not of contending. The hand- 
ful of people who deliberately foment opposition to adherence to the 
four principles have overstepped the limits of ideology and speech. 
Since their actions have become counterrevolutionary, they should be 
sanctioned according to law. 





Some comrades are worried that going in for "letting a hundred schools 
of thought contend" and developing discussions of various views will 
lead to political and ideological confusion that will affect unity of 
action. I believe that this is mainly a question of correct guidance. 
"Letting a hundred schools of thought contend" is the policy used by 
the dictatorship of the proletariat to lead the country. It is not a 
bourgeois policy of liberalization. 


In the first place, “letting a hundred schools of thought contend" is 
itself not the object; the object is to differentiate between truth and 
fallacy. Moreover, differentiating between truth and fallacy is pre- 
cisely the basis for unifying the thinking of the people, because the 
fundamental interests of the proletariat and the people's pursuit of 
truth are identical, and the masses believe in the truth. Only by dis- 
cussions and tests in practice can we distinguish between truth and 
fallacy and unify the thinking of the majority of people. By contrast, 
if we do not allow discussions or tests in practice, but arbitrarily use 
a kind of idea to unify the thinking of the people, the outcome invari- 
ably will be superficial unity of thinking and actual confusion of 
thinking. For example, since public ownership of the means of produc- 
tion in China was set up, different views have appeared on class struggle 
and the question of the principal contradiction in the country. Because 
of the long period during which discussion was forbidden, it appeared on 
the surface as though thinking had been unified and the whole party ana 
whole country were in harmony. Actually, suspicion was rife and thining 
had become more and more confused. Although views on certain more 
specific problems are still not unanimous, the thinking of the majority 
of the cadres and people has become unified since the smashing of the 
"gang of four” through thorough discussions on such important viewpoints 
as the criterion for determining classes, the exploiting class no longer 
exists as 2 class in China and class struggle is no longer the principal 
contradiction. Without this unity of thinking, it would be impossible 
to have unity of action in the march toward the four modernizations. 


In the second place, the various realms of "letting a hundred schools of 
thought contend" are in terms of thinking and cognition and not in terms 
of action. Once any political question has been approved by the leader- 
ship organ and once the line, policies and principles have been formu- 
lated, they must be conscientiously implemented organizationally and 
operationally. Anarchism and liberalization must be firmly opposed. 

At the same time, continued exploration of related problems must also 

be allowed in thinking and cognition, because any line, policy and 
principle must still be subjected to tests in practice after its formu- 
lation, even though it has been formulated on the basis of discussion 

and practice. While conscientiously implementing them, we must simul- 
taneously continue to carry out discussions of related problems in the 
process of practice. Persisting in taking practice as the sole criterion 
of truth will not affect the people's unity of thinking and action, but 
will enable the thinking of the people to keep on achieving the new unity 
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required on the new basis and enable this kind of line, policies and 
principles to further achieve the development and perfection required. 
As far as the present is concerned, the line, policies and principles 
of the third plenum of the llth CCP Central Committee were formulated 
by summing up the practical experience of nearly “0 years on the basis 
of full discussion. Their accuracy has also been proved in the year of 
practice following the closing of the third plenum. Therefore, we must 
resolutely implement the line, policies and principles of the third 
plenum and use its guidelines to unify the thinking and action of the 
whole party and the whole people. Not only must we resolutely struggle 
against ideology from the "left" which displays the signboard of “hold- 
ing aloft" to oppose the line of the third plenum, but we also struggle 
against ideology from the right opposing the line of the third plenun. 
We must not allow anyone to undermine the overall situation of stability 
and unity in any form. We must take organizational measures against 
those who have used their position and power to hamper the implementa- 
tion of the line, policies and principles of the third plenum and those 
troublemakers who for ultraindividualistic motives have gone in for 
anarchism in a big way. However, the line, policies and principles of 
the third plenum must still continue to undergo tests in new practice; 
moreover, no detailed provision has been made or can be made for every 
related concrete problem. Therefore, while calling on people to reso- 
lutely safeguard the guidelines of the third plenum and implement 
existing policies, we also cannot demand only one kind of viewpoint or 
advocacy for all related problems in the third plenum's line, policies 
and principles. On some concrete problems (such as reform of the 
economic system, the wages and reward system, the cadre system and the 
employment of young intellectuals in cities and towns) we must not only 
allow but also advocate the continued development of thoroughgoing 
explorations and debates of different viewpoints. So long as we are 
good at providing guidance and take practice and not other things as 
the criterion of truth, this kind of discussion will not only not lead 
to confusion in thinking and action but will raise the consciousness of 
the people toward implementing the line, policies and principles of the 
third plenum, continue to raise the unity of thinking of the whole party 
and the whole people to a higher plane on the road of continuing to 
emancipate minds and, following the further development of practice, 
enable the line, policies and principles of the third plenum to achieve 
perfection and development. 


As we have said before, after the policy of "letting a hundred flowers 
blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend" was put forward, it 
was not conscientiously implemented for a long time. In particular, it 
was even less conscientiously implemented as a political policy. Lin 
Biao and the "gang of four" strangled the policy of “letting a hundred 
flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend" and went in 
for fascist dictatorship in a big way. This naturally is another matter. 
The question is that there are also many comrades in our ranks who have 
regarded "letting a hundred schools of thought contend" in politics as 
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"fishing" or “luring the snake out of its nest," and that letting you 
“open wide” today is for the purpose of "restricting" you tomorrow. 
Until the smashing of the “gang of four," this kind of condition still 
existed in varying degrees, with the leading members of some districts 
and departments wanting to carry out “restricting” at every turn. What 
actually was the cause of this kind of condition? Naturally, there were 
many reasons, such as the past weakness of our legal system, the 
unhealthy state of our party's democratic life and the influence of 
thousands of years of feudal ideas. Boiled down to a single point, a 
very important reason was that we could not appropriately handle the 
relations between dictatorship and democracy. Lenin pointed out: The 
dictatorship of the proletariat is "the newest and highest form of 
democracy." (Lenin, "Letter to American Workers," "Collected Works," 
Vol 28, p 54) Under the socialist system, the exercise of dictatorship 
over a small handful of hostile elements by the overwhelming majority of 
people who are masters of their own affairs and who practice democracy 
relfects two aspects of the same problem. However, many of our comrades 
do not understand this dialectical relationship and invariably either 
consciously or unconsciously set democracy against dictatorship. They 
also talk about democracy but are actually afraid of it. They are 
afraid that too much talk of denocracy might hamper dictatorship, and 
that once discussion is developed they can no longer carry out leader- 
ship. On top of that, they regard it as heresy and behave as though 
confronted by a formidable enemy if someone presents a view different 
from their own on political problems. This is due to the fact that 

for a long time they have made assessments contrary to the objective 
reality of class struggle. When people are obviously only exercising 
their normal democratic rights and exploring fresh viewpoints ideologi- 
cally presented by certain existing political problems, on the premise 
of safeguarding the fundamental system of the state and implementing 
the line of the party, they nevertheless regard this as the "new orien- 
tation of class struggle" and "the class enemy ready to start trouble." 
They hastily carry out suppression and even resort to dictatorship. 
After a while this has become quite a stubborn habit. They should 
soberly understand this. History is turning a new page, and we must 
conscientiously sum up the lessons of experience of the past two decades 
and more on the question of handling the policy of "letting a hundred 
flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend." While 
strengthening the legal system and democratic life within the party, 

we must correctly understand and deal simultaneously with the relations 
between dictatorship and democracy, overcome the influence of all kinds 
of old ideas and sweep away all obstacles to implementing the policy of 
"letting a hundred schools of thought contend" in political life. 
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THE STARTING POINT FOR GREAT UNITY AND GREAT FLOURISHING ON THE LITERARY 
AND ART FRONT 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 39-41 
[Article by RED FLAG commentator] 


[Text] At the Fourth National Congress of Writers and Artists more than 
3,000 delegates from all quarters of the motherland and Hong Kong and 
Macao got together happily, emancipated their minds, promoted democracy, 
spoke out freely and exchanged experiences. They extensively and vividly 
discussed the present favorable situation on our country's literary and 
art front since the smashing of the "gang of four" and the principles, 
policies and tasks of our literary and art work. They united as one and 
resolved to make contributions to the flourishing of socialist litera- 
ture and art. This is also a common and earnest expectation of the 
people throughout the country. 





Revolutionary literature and art are important component parts of the 
whole revolutionary cause led by the Chinese Communist Party. The 
flourishing of literature and art will, to a great extent, affect the 
progress of the revolutionary cause. Historical experience has proved 
that it is impossible to have flourishing literature and art without the 
unity of the literary and art contingent. 


Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party we have a combat- 
worthy literary and art contingent which is loved by the people. Thirty 
years after the founding of new China, our literary and art contingent 
has taken an arduous and great path. The First National Congress of 
Writers and Artists held in Beijing in July 1949 was an unprecedented 
grand gathering of our country's literary and art workers. The two 
revolutionary literary and art contingents from the liberated and 
Kuomintang-controlled areas triumphantly joined forces in Beijing to 
joyfully celebrate the nationwide liberation. At that national congress 
of writers and artists Comrade Zhou Enlai delivered a political report 
and called on literary and art workers to promote the spirit of unity to 
meet the new fighting tasks. After the congress a new atmosphere char- 
acterized by unity and militancy was gradually created. The Second 


68 





National Congress of Writers and Artists, held in Beijing from September 
to October 1953, carried on and promoted the glorious tradition of unity 
and militancy from the first congress and further mobilized literary and 
art workers to strive for more and better literary and art works. These 
two successive national congresses of writers and artists laid a solid 
ideological foundation for the flourishing of socialist literature and 
art in the 1950's and early 1960's. At that time all writers, no matter 
whether they were veteran writers or middle-aged or young writers, had 
ease of mind and were daring and energetic. They put pens to paper and 
wrote abundantly and incessantly. It was in that very period that a 
number of excellent and widely loved literary and art works were created. 


They played an enormous role in promoting socialist revolution and con- 
struction. 


The Third National Congress of Writers and Artists was held in Beijing 

in July 1960. This national congress obtained certain results in summing 
up the achievements and experiences on the literary and art front after 
the founding of new China. However, due to the interference of the 
"leftist" ideological trend which began to develop in the late 1950's, 
the enlargement of the antirightist struggle in 1957 and an incorrect 
campaign in 1959 to oppose right opportunists, the congress adversely 
affected the unity of our country's literary and art contingent. Before 
and after the congress, one political campaign after another was launched. 
Administrative means and methods of mass struggle were wrongly adopted 

to solve ideological problems among the people, academic problems and 
literary and art problems. A number of excellent works which dared to 
expose contradictions in life were criticized, and a number of good and 
talented comrades who had lofty ideals and wholeheartedly devoted them- 
selves to their work were attacked. As a result, the unity of our lit- 
erary and art contingent was harmed, and the development of our litera- 
ture and art was hampered. This lesson was profound and bitter. 


After the beginning of the Cultural Revolution, the two counterrevolu- 
tionary cliques of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" ran rampant through- 
out the country in a bid to usurp party power. They exercised "all- 
round dictatorship" and followed the practice of “sweeping away every- 
thing,” pushing some "leftist" mistakes which occurred during the 17 
years to the extreme. They pursued an ultraleftist line and inflicted 
an unprecedented calamity on our party and people. The literary and art 
contingent bore the brunt of the calamity. It was regarded as following 
a “sinister line." Everyone knows how the contingent was severely 
attacked and viciously devastated. In the 3 years or so since the 
smashing of the "gang of four,’ under the leadership of the party, we 
have implemented the line of the llth party congress and the spirit of 
the third plenum to bring order out of chaos and take measures for 
thorough reforms. As a result, a great number of literary and art 
workers have been freed, not only from the fetters of the theory of 
"dictatorship of the sinister line" imposed by Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four," but also from the wrong attack of political campaigns carried out 
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in the past 17 years. Hence, the active facilities of the literary and 
art front have been fully aroused, the productive forces of literature 
and art have been emancipated and developed and the unity of the lit- 
erary and art contingent has been strengthened. We are glad to see that 
in ‘ust a short period of 3 years or so a great number of excellent 
works have been produced. These works have had a vast influence on the 
masses and have been welcomed by them. The Fourth National Congress of 
Writers and Artists reviewed the excellent situation of unity arising 
on the flourishing literary and art front during the past 3 years. 


Our country is now entering a new historical period of development. Under 
the leadership of the party, 900 million heroes have begun their new Long 
March to realize the four modernizations. The party Central Committee 
has called on us to unite as one and to look forward to and strive for 
the flourishing of our literature and art. Just as unity and stability 
are paramount prerequisites for the realization of the four moderniza- 
tions, strengthening unity is also a prerequisite for a flourishing 
literature and art. Many delegates pointed out that the unity we need 

is not that style of keeping on good terms with everyone at the expense 
of principles or the vulgar ways of logrolling, sectarianism and 

cliquism which are a bad habit of magnified ultraindividualism. What we 
need is a great unity based on a common ideology and common political 
objectives. Such a common ideological basis and common political objec- 
tives are the general line and tasks of the party--"Unite with the 

people of all nationalities, arouse all positive factors, work with one 
heart and one mind, go all out and aim high to achieve greater, faster, 
better and more economical results in building our country into a strong 
socialist power." All literary and art workers should further emanci- 
pate their minds, uphold the four basic principles, adapt themselves 
more quickly to the four modernizations and serve the needs of the four 
modernizations in a better way. They should fight freely like a large 
combat force on the literary and art front. To fight the battle well 
our literary and art workers should do as Comrade Deng Xiaoping earnestly 
instructed in his "message of greetings": Go deep among the people, 
because they are the mother of literature and art; go deep into the life 
seething with excitement, because life is the source of creative works. 
In the meantime, the work and results of literary and art workers should 
be properly respected, and no interference should be allowed. We must 
promote artistic democracy, enhance our morale and overcome interfer- 
ence, so that various kinds of literature and art will directly and 
indirectly serve the four modernizations with diversified artistic forms. 
The literary and art front should coordinate with the ideological and 
theoretical front to clear the path for the four modernizations, inspire 
and encourage people throughout the country and enlighten and educate 

the younger generation in particular, so that they will reach a lofty 
realm of thought, unite as a giant and march toward the great goal of 

the four modernizations. 








To maintain and strengthen the unity of the literary and art front, 
many delegates said that we should give due consideration to the over- 
all situation, show magnanimity and be broadminded. In the past 10 
years Or so, many people were wrongly injured in various political 
movements. We owe many debts. It is unrealistic to entirely neglect 
all these Historical debts. However, this problem should be handled 
correctly. All political movements and political events were the 
products of historical conditions. While summing up historical 
experiences we should start from the desire for unity and primarily 
analyze the circumstances and conditions under which the mistakes were 
made, so that we can learn from them and make fewer or avoid similar 
mistakes in the future. We must not lay undue stress on affixing 
personal responsibility for the mistakes. This is a tradition of the 
party. In keeping with this tradition, certain leaders in charge of 
literary and art work took the initiative to assume responsibility for 
past mistakes and made self-criticism at the congress. They have been 
pardoned by the masses. Some comrades who were wrongly injured flung 
their personal grievances into the Pacific. All these actions should 
be welcomed. We should learn from the glorious example of Comrade Zhou 
Enlai. We must start from the interests of the revolutionary cause and 
assign revolutionary interests tie highest and most important position. 
We must uphold the unity of our contingent by every possible means. 


Just as many delegates emphasized, it is necessary to further emancipate 
our minds and completely eradicate the pernicious influence of Lin Biao 
and the "gang of four" to maintain and strengthen the unity of the 
literary and art contingent. Due to the disastrous results of the 
ultraleftist line pushed by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" during the 
past 10 years, our literary and art contingent was lacking in unity to 
some extent. Lin Biao and the "gang of four" deliberately split the 
literary and art contingent, instigated factionalism and fomented feel- 
ings of estrangement among writers and artists. As a result, the unity 
of the literary and art contingent was severely sabotaged. In the 
struggle to expose and criticize Lin Biao and the “gang of four" in the 
past 3 years or so, the party policy has been implemented, many false 
charges, wrong sentences and frameups have been redressed and factional- 
ism has been overcome. Thus, the unity of the literary and art con- 
tingent has been strengthened. However, the pernicious influence of 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" has not been completely wiped out, and 
this has continued to harm the unity of the literary and art contingent. 
Although some comrades do not belong to the factional setup of the 
"gang of four,” their ideological and work methods have remained 
unchanged. They are accustomed to handling the problems of literature 
and art in an oversimplified and crude way. In particular, some people 
in certain grassroots units who followed the ultraleftist line of Lin 
Biao and the "gang of four" in their work are still in leading posi- 
tions. They do not actively implement or even refuse to pursue the 
party policies. They refuse to redress many false charges, wrong 
sentences and frameups or do not solve these cases completely. Some 
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comrades were victims of the "gang of four," but they have been poisoned 
by the “gang of four," and their minds are still ossified or semiossi- 
fied. They are accustomed to handling literary and art problems in a 
"leftist" way. All these actions are detrimental to the unity of the 
literary and art contingent. In the process of deepening the discussion 
on the criterion of truth, we must further criticize the ultraleftist 
line of Lin Biao and the “gang of four," eliminate their pernicious 
influence, bring order out of chaos and help these comrades emancipate 
their minds and adopt a correct attitude, so that they will proceed from 
reality and act in a down-to-earth manner of integrating theory with 
practice. In this way our purpose in promoting unity and the flourishing 
of literary and artistic creation will be achieved. 


Strengthening the unity of the literary and art contingent is identical 
with the purpose of implementing the policy of letting a hundred flowers 
blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend and promoting artistic 
democracy. People may have different opinions on literary and art prob- 
lems, academic problems and theoretical and ideological problems. How- 
ever, according to the policy of letting a hundred flowers blossom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend and fully promoting democracy, they 
may stick to their own artistic views and freely express them. A free 
competition among different artistic schools should be encouraged. All 
these are precisely the important contents of socialist democracy. The 
free contention and competition among different schools carried out in a 
comradely way will help them complement, inspire and assist each other 
and commonly raise each other's standard. All these will greatly help 
promote a flourishing of our literature and art and develop the rela- 
tions among literary and art workers, the relations between literary 

and art workers and their leaders and the relations between literary 

and art workers and the masses. These relations should be based on 
equality, intimacy, unity and militancy. No uniformity should be imposed 
despite different views and different schools of thought and styles. 
These differences will not adversely affect the unity of our contingent. 
Competition is by no means a quarrel based on a personal grudge, and 
contention among different schools of thought is by no means an argument. 
In the process of letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools 
of thought contend, we must soberly listen to different opinions and 
carry out comradely discussions in accordance with a scientific attitude 
of bringing about a flourishing literature and art and seeking the truth. 
Criticism and countercriticism should be allowed, and we must firmly 
pursue the “principle of three don'ts," that is, don't pick on people, 
don’t put political labels on people and don't carry big sticks. This 

is the only correct attitude which conforms to the basic interests of our 
entire revolutionary cause, including that of literature and art. 


The Fourth National Congress of Writers and Artists has triumphantly 

accomplished its scheduled tasks. We may say that this congress is a 
new starting point for the great unity and flourishing of our literary 
and art front. Its achievements have gone down in the history of our 
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country's new literature and art. Everyone has felt that the spring 

of literature and art has returned. We are now entering a period in 
which literary and art workers may give full play to their abilities, 
accomplish much and promote a cultural high tide. We firmly believe 
that after the congress our literary and art contingent, which has 
withstood storm and stress and long been tested and tempered in repeated 
struggle, will unite closer under the leadership of the party and on a 
common ideological and political basis. We should strive for the 
flourishing of our socialist literature and art and do our share to 
realize the four modernizations in our motherland. 
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SELECTED SPEECHES BY DELEGATES TO THE FOURTH NATIONAL LITERARY AND ART 
CONGRESS--'UPHOLD THE "DOUBLE HUNDRED" PRINCIPLE AND ENLIVEN LITERATURE 
AND ART’ 


Xia Yan Speech 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 42-45 
[Speech by Xia Yan [1115 5888]: “Several Problems in Film Work") 


[Text] In his report at the Fourth National Congress of Writers and 
Artists summing up the experiences in literature and art during the 30 
years since the founding of the People's Republic, Comrade Zhou Yang 
mentioned the question of handling the relationship between politics and 
art. I feel that this question is related to certain historical and 
social conditions. Chinese film work, for instance, began in the 1910's 
and by now has a history of more than 60 years, or more than 40 years of 
party leadership. During all this time we have had victories as well 

as tragic setbacks. Way back in 1932, when Comrades Tian ta), A Ying 
[7093 5391] and I took part in film work, our party was disrupted by 

the Lisan and then the Wang Ming line. The slogans of the “League of 
Leftwing Writers" first raised by us had some "leftist" leanings because 
of Soviet influence. We paid no attention to the middle and the right 
in our United Front work. This was after the rupture of the first 
cooperation between the Guomindang and the Communist Party, and to join 
the leftwing writers and artists was entirely necessary for a common 
struggle. But we did not consider how to adjust the relationship between 
politics ana art. At that time the Mingxing [2494 2502] Company invited 
us to work in Shanghai as its advisers, and we had to obtain permission 
from Comrade Qu Qiubai [4234 4428 4101] of the party Central Committee, 
who was then in charge of literature and art work in Shanghai. He hesi- 
tated at first but later consented and gave us two instructions: First, 
we must not get mixed up with the corrupt elements in the film business; 
and second, we could not produce the type of film we would have liked to 
produce, except that when conditions permitted we could add some pro- 
gressive and patriotic substance, and we must try to unite with the 
patriotic film workers. We stayed with the Mingxing Company only 3 
years, but in writing our own scripts or revising those of others we 
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always tried in every possible way to infuse some progressive and 
patriotic ideas, add some revolutionary phrases in the dialog or, in 

the case of silent films, use revolutionary phrases in their captions 

to distinguish them from erstwhile films. Our action did have some 
influence on others. Later, when the war of resistance against Japanese 
aggressio,. began, the comrades of the movie circle in Shanghai went to 
the rear areas to join the troupes or to organize drama groups, and they 
used dramas as a means of continuing our struggle. The Guomindang did 
not produce a single good film throughout the war of resistance. When 
the war was over, with victory on our side, the comrades of the movie 
circle gathered to form the progressive Kunlun Studio. Both Comrades 
Zhao Dan [6392 0030] and Bai Yang [4101 2254] joined this studio. Since 
the Guomindang was then busy taking over from the Japanese and could not 
completely control th: film business, we produced "Spring River Flows 
East," "Cloud and Moen Over 8,000 Li," “Light From 10,000 Homes," "Crows 
and Sparrows” and some other fine films which were warmly welcomed by 
the people. This was just before the outbreak of the a i-out civil war, 
and these films could be said to be serving politics, or the politics 
under our party leadership at that time. Recently some comrades have 
questioned the necessity of literature and art serving politics. This 
question deserves very serious consideration. I was quite shocked by 
it, because we have been accustomed to the idea of Literature and art 
serving politics and of politics being primary and literature and art 
being secondary. It seems to me that many things, such as flowers, 
birds and the landscape, cannot come under the category of politics. 
Music and songs which people enjoy may have some political significance, 
but the melodies again are not quite related to politics, because they 
can only serve to increase sur esthetic taste. Poetry, or the poems of 
Li Bai [2621 4101] and Du Fu [2629 3940), particularly Du Fu's, are 
generally believed to be reflecting the history and politics of the age. 
However, most of them did not necessarily serve politics. Of course, 
this had something to do with the relationship between the poets’ world 
outlook and politics. This question deserves further discussion and 
study. Our literature and art were later influenced by the ultraleftist 
trend of thought, and particularly the interference and sabotage of 
pseudo-Marxism from Lin Biao, the "gang of four" and that “adviser.” 
Such slogans as serving politics, serving the current politics, serving 
the central task, and even “writing about the central task," "painting 
for the central task" and “singing for the central task" were raised 
before the “gang of four" were in power. In several major movements we 
had to hurriedly send the authors down to the basic levels, where they 
had to write articles or plays in coordination with the central task and 
to expend a lot of energy writing om subject matter with which they were 
not familiar. As a result, many problems were created because of the 
many big changes during those 17 years in which works reflecting the 
great current task according to the changing situation had to be written 
in a hurry. During the Big Leap Forward in 1958, for instance, "Li 
Shuangshuang™ [2621 7175 7175], one of the earliest films to be made by 
the Shanghai Studio, contained an episode portraying a public messhall. 
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When the film was half finished, the central authorities made some 
changes in the policy concerning public messhalls in the countryside, 
whereby public messhalls would open during the busy farming season but 
people had to eat at home during the slack season. So shooting of the 
film had to be suspended. Later, after we had consulted with the 

author, the scene of the messhall was replaced by one of a water con- 
servation project. Therefore, in coordinating with major political tasks 
at that time we were glad to follow instructions and to make an effort, 
though sometimes passiveiy. In recalling the past, I realize the truth 
of what Lenin said. After the failure of the 1905 Revolution, Lenin 
asked Gorkiy what he planned to write after "Mother." Gorkiy said that 
he wanted to write about the changes in a Russian family after the 1905 
Revolution. Lenin advised him against this, because the revolution was 
still in progress and neither its orientation nor its result could yet 

be decided. So he advised Gorkiy to continue writing on the same themes 
as that of "Mother." I wrote an article based on Lenin's remarks, and 
the article was read out before a meeting in Guangzhou. I was of the 
opinion that major political changes <an be reflected quickly in certain 
literary forms such as poetry and painting, but to do this with films or 
full-length novels would be difficult. I thought that Lenin had said 

the right thing. Now that 30 years have passed since the founding of new 
China, we can write about things which have already come to a conclusion; 
but to write about some major events which are still in progress would be 
very difficult. There are several conditions for filmmaking and writing 
novels: In writing about suffering from the "gang of four's” persecution 
there is the question of looking forward or looking backward. It is 
easier to look backward because of the writer's own experience, and "The 
Class Teacher" and "The Wound" are good examples. How about writing 
about our four modernizations? Stories like "Director Qiao Assumes 
Office" and "First Blossom of Springtime” have served as trailblazers 

in strongly criticizing the two "whatever" viewpoints, the bureaucrats 
and those who try to protect their official status at all cost. As for 
writing about the four modernizations in a positive way, it will be 
necessary for the writers to go around collecting materials. At the 
Guangznou meeting, what I said about the choice of themes was criticized 
later as the “theory of keeping oneself apart.” In fact, it is some- 
times necessary to keep oneself apart; nevertheless, it is also necessary 
to keep on collecting materials all the time, so that by the time we 
actually begin to write we will be able to sum up both positive and 
negative experiences comprehensively. 


The question of themes is also a question of emancipation of the mind. 
Far from being excessive, there is still insufficient emancipation of 
the mind. I was only 11 during the 1911 Revolution. At that time even 
the cutting of the pigtail involved a process of mental emancipation. 
Therefore, it would be very difficult to be suddenly emancipated from 
the idea of using literature and art to serve politics. The "gang of 
four" was smashed only 3 years ago, but it is impractical to say that 
the mind has been completely emancipated. Truth is still developing, 


76 





and the development has not yet ended. Marxism-Leninism appeared more 
than a century ago and is still developing in many respects. for exam- 
ple, Marx and Engels envisioned that victory for the proletarian revolu- 
tion would be won first in a developed capitalist country and thet this 
could be realized only by the combined efforts of the working class to 
make revolution in the majority of countries. However, when the basic 
Marxist theory combined with the actual situation in Russia, a new era 
was ushered in by the October Revolution in a backward country where 
peasants formed the majority of the population. Again, Lenin took the 
revolutionary road from the cities to the countryside, and we did the 
same thing when Li Lisan [2621 4539 0005] and Wang Ming began insurrec- 
tions in the cities, hoping to win the first victory for the revolution 
in one or several provinces. The result was failure. Chairman Mao, 
however, advocated establishing base areas in the countryside and then 
using the countryside to surround the cities. He succeeded in seizing 
political power and thus played a great role for the Third World. This 
can only show that Chairman Mao was developing Marxism-Leninism instead 
of hacking at Lenin's banner. Some people had asked if Marxism-Leninism 
could be criticized, and Chairman Mao answered in the affirmative, for 
the reason that truth fears no criticism. Since even Marxist doctrines 
can be discussed and developed in the light of actual conditions, why 
must we do everything according to the book? Book worship is against 
Marxism-Leninism. It is necessary to revise what Chairman Mao said 
because of changed conditions. "One sentence is as good as 10,000 
sentences" was attributed to the conspiracy of Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four." As I have said, the slogan that literature and art should serve 
the workers, peasants and soldiers was necessary when it was raised in 
Yanan decades ago. Also, at that same time Chairman Mao talked about 
serving the broad masses. More than 30 years have passed, and the 
situation has changed. In the past most of the peasants were illiterate; 
now there are high school or even college students among them. There 
were also many illiterate workers soon aiter liberation, but not now, 
because there are not only high school or college students but also 
engineers and authors among the workers. Many good works are now writ- 
ten by workers--one of whom wrote "Director Qiao Assumes Office"-- 
because they are familiar with the realities of life. Class relations 
have changed after 30 years. Intellectuals have become part of the 
working class and will play a very important role in the four moderniza- 
tions. The landlords, rich peasants and bourgeoisie have ceased to exist 
as Classes, and the majority of them have become laborers earning their 
own living. We can say that literature and ar" should serve the broadest 
masses or the people as a whole. I have also said that the six criteria 
tor distinguishing fragrant flowers from poisonous weeds were not men- 


tioned by Chairman Mao at the supreme state council meeting but were 
added to an article published after the antirightist movement. These 
six criteria are not clear or scientific enough and are harmful to the 


“Double Hundred" principle. Suppose someone writes a script opposing 
bureaucracy; what should we do if some people say it is heloful to the 
four modernizations while others accuse it of exposing the seamy side 
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of socialism and attacking the old cadres? A certain scientist said: 
“Our work in a certain sense is easier than your literature and art, 
because we can conduct tests with instruments." It may not be necessary 
to talk about the six criteria any more. Again, Comrade Zhou Yang's 
report .n the question of the two-way combination method of creation is 
different from Comrade Mao Dun's speech. We can discuss the difference. 
Historical changes are very rapid these days, and what was described in 
"The Pilgrimage to the West" and "The List of Promotions to Immortals” 
has become reality. U.S. astronauts have landed on the moon six times 
and proved it to be a planet without light, air or life, thus exploding 
the myth about the Lady of the Moon. So myths are disappearing along 
with the development of science. Then why can't we further develop what 
the great people have written? If the themes and language used for 
literary and artistic works and performances always follow the same 
pattern, they cannot satisfy the masses. The comic dialog entitled 
"Rambling Talks About Movies" is a satire on our film work, pointing out 
the problems with films containing empty talk, big talk and superfluous 
talk. Iwas in the audience and felt rather embarrassed, because the 
dialog to me was like a dose of bitter medicine. Yet bitter medicine 
can cure illness. The “policy of not picking on people's faults, not 
slapping on political labels and not wielding the club,” so often 
reiterated; the variety of themes so often encouraged by the central 
authorities; and the inaugural address by Comrade Deng Xiaoping at the 
Fourth National Congress of Writers and Artists in which he spoke about 
"no arbitrary interference," which won warm applause, all indicate that 
we have already suffered a great deal. Filmmaking cannot be easy if 
there is too much interference from above and from various quarters. 


The ranks of our film workers have always been good, united and con- 
cerned with the overall situation. They are united by a common goal 

on such major issues as building socialism, supporting the socialist 
system and opposing imperialism. Disunity began with the subversion 

by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" because of factionalism among some 
people. I hope that unity will be further screngthened after this 
congress and that all our personal grudges for the wrongs suffered 

during the Great Cultural Revolution will be cast into the Pacific Ocean. 
We must be united and concerned with the overall situation. The founda- 
tion of unity is the spirit of the third plenary session of the llth CCP 
Central Committee. We must think more of our country. We are now old, 
but ever since the "May 4" Movement we have worried about our country and 
our people. At present there is still a need to strengthen political 

and ideological education among the youth. From television some of them 
have seen something good in foreign countries, but this is only one side 
of the picture. In the United States the ground is not strewn with gold, 
and the people there have many domestic problems. We are now striving 
for the four modernizations, but with the country reduced to such a sad 
state by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" these modernizations are not 
easy tasks. Therefore, we have to share the country's worry. Many 
problems confront us, and we cannot solve them all at once. But the 
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important thing is that we have to solve tie gradually one by one. We 
should have faith in the party Central Committee. 


The latest National Day was greeted by a number of good films, some of 
which were made by young people. "The Trembling Voice of Life" is a 
vivid portrayal of the people's love for Premier Zhou. Despite certain 
shortcomings, it shows that through our efforts filmmaking has been 
improved, though it is still short of what people desire. The Congress 
of Film Workers will discuss ways to improve filmmaking. In this con- 
nection, I would like to offer my views: 


First, there should be emancipation of the mind, a large variety of 
themes and more freedom in the choice of subject matter. The theory of 
“departure from classics and rebellion against patterns" in the past 
aimed mainly at a greater variety of themes. Today I still want to talk 
about it, because recently some central leading comrades have talked 
more thoroughly about it than I ever did. To add to the variety of 
themes we have to think of something original. In opposing the "gang of 
four,’ for instance, there should be different ways of showing opposi- 
tion. We must not repeat what others have already done, so every studio 
should let the film bureau know what theme it is using in order to avoid 
duplication. As long as the mind is emancipated, there are only too 
many different subjects to choose from for filmmaking. I would further 
suggest that each studio make only one or two films with huge casts and 
produce more with simple scenes and smal’ casts as a means of training 
young people. 


Secondly, there is the question of the training of talents. People of 
my age group should be due for retirement, and it seems odd that Il 
should be speaking here. Comrade Deng Xiaoping has spoken about train- 
ing a group of successors according to the three requirements laid down 
by the party Central Committee: They must resolutely support the 
party's political and ideological lines; they must be selfless and 
strictly abide by the law and discipline, uphold the party principle 
and eradicate factionalism; and they must have a strong revolutionary 
dedication and sense of political responsibility as well as vocational 
competence. Since there are not enough trained younger men and women 
ready to take over from the older experts, we should recruit actors as 
long as they can act, though not too badly. The biggest difficulty is 
with the scarcity of directors, because they cannot be chosen from among 
the masses or even from among drama directors. I have been in the 
Cultural Department for 10 years and have not done a good job of train- 
ing directcrs. Now we must exert great efforts in this direction; 
otherwise, 10 or 15 years hence there will be nobody to succeed us. 
This should never be allowed to happen. 


I do not want to dwell at length on the questio.. of systems. In the 
early postliberation days it was necessary for us to learn from che 
Soviet Union. Later we felt the problem, because it seemed to make no 
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difference whether we worked or did not work; worked well or worked 
poorly; worked hard or worked little. More than once we sent inspec- 
tion delegations abroad, put forward proposals and formulated rules. 
However, all these rules were wiped out by the political movements, 
and none of them has ever been enforced. If we want to change the 
situation, we cannot do it all of a sudden. But we must have a change 
and should first select some trial places. 


The Chinese people are a great, diligent and wise people. We believe 
that through our efforts we can, in one or two decades, certainly 
improve our film industry and produce a number of fine films which can 
live up to the expectations of the motherland and the current age. 


Zhang Geng Speech 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 45-50 


[Speech by Zhang Geng [1728 1649]: "On Operas and Repertoires of the 
Socialist Age” ] 


[Text] The question of operas is mainly one of repertoires. From the 
standpoint of the socialist stage as a whole, there are no more than 
three different repertoires: modern opera, traditional opera and newly 
adapted historical opera. The so-called question of repertoires is 
actually the question of how to handle these three repertoires or how 
to arrange them according to practical needs. I will talk about them 
separately as follows: 


First, modern opera. 


To write and stage modern operas is undoubtedly the orientation for our 
efforts. Don't people say that literature and art are the "mirror of 
the age’? Traditional operas and newly adapted historical operas mirror 
the past ages. Since reviewing the old can help us understand the new, 
these mirrors are still necessary for us today. However, to mirror the 
present age is even more necessary, and modern operas serve this purpose. 
We are the literary and art workers of the socialist age, charged with 
the unshirkable and giorious duty of reflecting the socialist age; fail- 
ing this, we will be neglecting our duty, and our posterity will be 
ashamed of us. Literary and art workers cannot remain unmoved by the 
seething activities of socialist modernization and the many complex 
social and ideological contradictions, and it is inevitable that what 
they see will be reflected in their works. Theatrical art must con- 
stantly reflect the contradictions and struggles of real life in order 
to develop itself and to promote stagecraft and its future vitality. 
Therefore, we must vigorously promote modern operas as our important 
undertaking. 





In the past 2 years, after the breaking dow of the barriers set up by 
the “gang of four," traditional operas have been restaged and warmly 
received. This is a normal phenomenon, but it gave some comrades the 
uncomfortable feeling that modern operas were no longer popular among 
the masses. Therefore, they lost their faith and enthusiasm in writing 
and staging modern operas. This is, in fact, a misunderstanding. So 
let us face the facts. After the founding of the People's Republic the 
audience welcomed operas as a means of depicting life. At that time 
there were many types of operas on modern themes, such as "The Monk's 
Money,” "Spark Among the Reeds," "The Small Son-in-Law," “Liu Qiaoer" 
[0491 1564 0334], "The Banks of the Golden San River," "The Store 
Facing the Sun," “The Gully Facing the Sun," "Seizing the Seal,” 
"Beating the Gong," “Mending the Cauldron,” "The Remarriage of Sister 
Li,” and so forth, and they were being staged as Shanghai opera, Henan 
opera, Pingju [North and Northeast China opera] and Hunan Flower and 
Drum opera. In 1964, before the National Festival of Beijing Opera on 
Modern Themes, "The Storm of 1 August," "Jiezhenguo" [4634 2182 0948], 
"The Red Lantern," “Shajiabang," "Dai Er" [7818 1249] and "Sister Red" 
were staged as Beijing operas on modern themes. Were not these per- 
formances greatly welcomed by audiences? It was only because of the 
"sang of four's" absolutism and extremism that the audiences became 
tired of them and later even found them disgusting. Such feelings on 
the part of the audience are the outcome of certain historical condi- 
tions, and we should concretely analyze them in order to look through 
the appearance and see the essence and to understand that the unfavorable 
reaction and disgust of the audience was directed only against the "gang 
of four’s” cultural autocracy. We must not summarily conclude that 
modern operas are no longer welcomed by the audience. In fact, since 
the overthrow of the “gang of four," many theatrical companies of dif- 
ferent types have been quite busy writing modern operas for the stage. 
Moreover, good modern operas are always welcomed. The "Xian Incident," 
a Shaanxi opera, and "The Pillar of Southern China," produced by the 
Young People's Beijing Opera Troupe in Lanzhou, may be mentioned as 
recent examples. 


According to our experience in the past 30 years, the main problem in 
writing and staging modern operas is, in a nutshell, that of quality. 
Attending to quality, insuring high quality and improving quality are 
the keys to the success of modern operas, and we must make every effort 
to solve this problem. How do we go about it? I would like to raise 
three points for our discussion. 


First, we must write to produce a strong appeal instead of merely 
formularizing and generalizing. 


In the past our work on some modern plays was a failure mainly because 
it tended to formularize and generalize. Before we took up our pen to 
write, many different concepts had already tied our hands. The writer 
was always afraid that the audience migii uc. clearly understand his 
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good political motives, so he felt that he must express them at great 
length through the actors’ mouths, thus forcing the audience to listen 
to some flat and insipid “important reasons." Quite a number of 
theatrical works turned out to be little more than expositions of cer- 
tain political concepts. Should we use life experience as the source of 
inspiration for creative work, as taught by Chairman Mao, or should we 
rely only on books? This is the key problem which seems to remain 
unsolved in many people's minds. Under such circumstances, and for 

many other reasons, scriptwriters are not the culprits. Because of con- 
stanc pressure from some quarters, many rules were laid down as to what 
to write and what not to write. If these rules were not followed, there 
would be all sorts of political labels, with the result that the work 
was branded a “poisonous weed." Therefore, the writer could only follow 
the rules of “bookism." Then how can "creative work" produce profound 
appeals? In my opinion, if a writer is to produce good work, his mind 
must be emancipated, all established conventions must be smashed and 
bookism must be eliminated. We must treat the rich social life experi- 
ences as the only source of inspiration for creative work, courageously 
face the realities of life and reflect them truthfully. We should also 
warmly praise whatever can help promote the "four modernizations" and 
boldly expose whatever may obstruct or undermine the "four moderniza- 
tions." Only thus can the social function of literature and art and 
operas be given full play. However, this calls for courage. In expos- 
ing things of the past we may hurt the bureaucrats, the people who 
fatten their private purses at the expense of the public, the corrupt 
officials and the careerists and conspirators who have wormed their way 
into the party. With official caps on their heads and clubs in their 
hands, they can at any time persecute these writers and kill their works. 
In view of this, can anyone dare to keep on writing and fighting? This 
is indeed a severe test. Any playwright with a sense of responsibility 
for the revolution should write what he sees, hears and feels and must 
speak what a revolutionary has in mind but cannot express in words. 
After all, we must uphold revolutionary and militant realism instead of 
producing anything that tends to turmularize and generalize. We must 
never sit in our room and fabricate stories or distort realities. 


Second, the elements of art and entertainment. 


I feel that art and entertainment have something in common and should not 
be entirely separated. If, for instance, a song is sung in a clear and 
articulate voice with a modulating tone and fine gestures, it has an 
artistic element. At the same time, if this song is pleasing to the ear 
and can even capture the rapt attention of the audience, then it has an 
element of entertainment. In the past the element of entertainment was 
tabooed by the "gang of four," who for a while even strongly criticized 
the "theory of entertainment" with a menacing "leftist" posture. In 
fact, what the "gang of four" advocated--which was devoid of the element 
of entertainment--cannot be called literature and art. Our theaters and 
cinemas were originally called "places of entertainment." The people 
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came to a theater for entertainment through which they could also receive 
education. If there is only education without entertainment, why should 
people go to a theater? If they have to pay money for listening to 
"political reports" which are neither fish nor fowl, they really do not 
know whether they should cry or laugh. All this should be common 
knowledge, yet it was confused by “leftism." Today we must attach great 
importance to the element of entertainment in literature and art and 
return it to its proper place. As I understand it, entertainment and 
ideology are not mutually antagonistic but rather mutually complementary. 
If this relationship is grasped, profound ideas can be skillfully 
expressed and can fly as though with wings into people's hearts to 

awaken and inspire them even without their knowing it. If the element 

of entertainment is eliminated, any literary or artistic work, no matter 
how profound the ideas embodied, can only be kept at a respectful dis- 
tance by the people, because it is utterly incompatible with the 
audience's mind. The audiences want entertainment. If they are not 
given wholesome and healthy entertainment, some people may give them 
vulgar entertainment, and even prohibitions cannot help. Therefore, we 
must attach great importance to wholesome entertainment and do all we can 
to bring about a perfect combination of ideas, art and entertainment. 
Only thus can we attract the attention of the audience, appeal to their 
emotions, and give full play to the social function of theatrical works. 


Speaking of the elements of art and entertainment, we must also consider 
the majority of the audience so that everyone can share the pleasure. 
Even a playwright and theorist of the feudal age understood this. Li 
Liweng [2621 4567 5040] said: ‘Literary works should be written in an 
esoteric style (this is certainly incorrect), because they are intended 
for educated people; but the writing of scripts should be different, 
because there are illiterate women and children in the theaters." So 
we must be sure that “both the elegant and the vulgar can share the 
pleasure and both the wise and the dull can have the same enjoyment." 
In writing scripts today we must consider the taste of the broad masses 
of workers, peasants and soldiers. Some people said that the play 
"Sweet Undertaking,” for instance, was frivolous and had distasteful 
humor. Yet it was popular because it caters to the taste of workers, 
peasants and soldiers. Of course, it can be further improved, but it 
would be incorrect to negate it entirely. 


Third, the characteristics of operas. 


The need to retain the characteristics of operas means that we want 
operas to be operas. In "weeding through the old to let the new emerge," 
the "old" must be "weeded out." However, we must let something "new" 
emerge from the “old.” In writing modern operas we must create something 
new on the basis of critically inheriting the principles, skill and 
methods of traditional operas. We must oppose the metliod of simply 
"adding songs to dramas" and follow the laws of tra’‘itional operas. 

This is just one of the ideas. 
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Another idea is that every new opera of any type must retain its typical 
characteristics. We do not want anything that is "neither fish nor 
fowl." There are many types of operas in China for different localities. 
Chinese people love their home village and usually love their local 

opera as a symbol of it. When we write new plays, we must preserve the 
tradition and special features of the local operas. Of course, this does 
not mean that no reform is necessary. Yet any reform should be based on 
the artistic tradition of every type. Speaking of the reform of singing, 
Cheng Yanqiu [4435 4291 4428] mentioned four rules: "Novelty, familiarity, 
pleasing to the ear and easy to learn." This is a very apt representa- 
tion of the audience's views. In the past the "gang of four," in the 
name of learning from and transplanting the "model theatrical works," 
went all out to transform local operas into Beijing operas by eliminating 
all their special local features. The people had a lot of complaints 
about this, because they did not like anything which was neither Beijing 
nor local opera. We must respect the taste of the broad masses and do a 
good job of writing and staging modern operas. 


[f the above three points are borne in mind, I think the improvement of 
the quality of modern operas will be assured. This requires time and 
facilities, and we cannot be hasty out of wishful thinking alone. The 
“gang of four," too, talked about quality and proposed the "grinding out 
of one play in 10 years." However, they could only "grind out" eight 
plays, while all the rest were banned. Furthermore, they let 800 million 
people stand outside the theaters to wait for their "grinding" and 
“grinding” to stop before they could enter the theaters. This method 

is obviously tyrannical as well as ludicrous. We, too, talk about 
quality, but our way is fundamentally differe-t from theirs. We uphold 
the policy of "letting a hundred flowers blossom" and the mass line and 
mobilize all opera workers to raise the quality of modern operas. 


Second, about traditional operas. 


Traditiocial opera has its merits and deserves to survive and to take a 
place ov. the socialist stage. I think there are several reasons for 
this. First, there are many traditional operas, and the masses are 
familiar with them and like them. Chinese opera has a long artistic 
tradition and a unique artistic style. There are tens of thousands of 
titles and a huge number of performing artists. Traditional opera 
therefore certainly deserves a place in the artistic world. For 
hundreds and thousands of years, operas have been an indispensable part 
of the Chinese people's life, and we cannot simply abandon this part of 
our nat.onal artistic heritage. Secondly, in promoting modern opera 

we must first learn from traditional operas. Modern operas are new 
operas produced from a combination of the experiences of modern people's 
revolutionary struggle and the fine and long artistic traditions of 
traditional operas. In other words, it means the use of the artistic 
form of Chinese traditional operas to reflect the new age and new people. 
Modern operas are not the result of any new independent invention but are 
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innovations from traditional arts. Therefore, they are the result of 
inheritance and learning from traditions. Traditional operas strongly 
reflect traditions--not only ideological traditions, but also traditions 
of stagecraft. We must learn from and stage traditional operas before 
we can have a firm grasp of traditions. If you want to learn the dance 
movement of military men, you have to stage such traditional operas as 
"Block and Tackle"; if you want to learn the acrobatics of warriors with 
pheasant feathers in their headdresses, you have to stage such operas as 
"The Gathering of Heroes." When you have mastered the traditions you 
will be able to comprehend by analogy and apply what you have learned to 
innovation. If you do not learn, you will simply be ignorant and can 
only sing in a high pitch instead of carrying out any innovation. Third, 
many traditional operas are of educational value even now, and I would 
like to stress this point. 


Can traditional operas exist in a socialist society? Can the staging of 
old traditional operas be of any practical significance today? These 
questions have been discussed before, but since the downfall of the "gang 
of four" they are again brought to the forefront for further discussion. 
Many people do not understand why traditional operas are still being 
staged. Some young people have asked: What educational purpose can be 
served by "The White Snake," "The Precious Lotus Lamp" and other works 
about ghosts, scholars and ancient beauties? Some people have said that 
‘he staging of traditional operas means "retrogression," while others 
have said that this was for "withdrawing currency from circulation,” 
so forth. But one thing they had in common: doubts about the educa- 
tional value of traditional operas. This deserves our attention. 


and 


Of course, when we talk about education through the medium of traditional 
operas we refer to the progressive traditional operas with healthy ideas 
and sentiments. The showing of bad traditional operas can only cause 
harm, and there should be no doubt about this. But why are good tradi- 
tional cperas of educational value? The simple reason is that feudal 
ideas are still rife in our society, and we have not yet completed our 
task of opposing feudalism in real life or ideology. Therefore, the 
traditional operas embodying democratic and antifeudal essences should 

be preserved. 


Chinese feudal society had a particularly long history, and the effects 
of feudal ideas are particularly serious. Although we have entered tue 
socialist age, the specter of feudalism hovers everywhere to poison the 
social atmosphere and the people's minds. This feudal specter has a 
new characteristic, namely, the mantle of feudal-fascism, as it is 
called. Lin Biao, Chen Boda, the “gang of four’ -ad that so called 
“theoretical authority" were the representatives of this feudal specter. 
lt wormed its way into the structure of the state political power and 
into the internal organs of the party. It is even more vicious than the 
empress dowager of the Qing dynasty. We must not belittle this feudal 
specter or think that everything will be rosy now that we are on the 
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march toward the goal of the “four modernizations."” In our socialist 
society there is still the seamy side, with irrationalities and acts 
of injustice. Pleas« think of how many people have been unjustly, 
falsely and wrongly charged or sentenced by Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four."" Zhang Zhixin, for instance, was a good comrade full of loyalty 
to the party; yet she was charged as a “counterrevolutionary" and 
finally murdered. Such an injustice, rarely seen in Chinese history, 
is but a typical instance! Was this not closely related to the 
patriarchal system and feudal privileges encouraged by Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four,” who attempted to usurp party and state leadership? The 
smashing of the “gang of four” does not mean the destruction of the 
feudal specter. In real life, don't we always see bureaucracy and such 
practices as fattening private purses at the expense of public inte'wsts, 
distorting the law for private reasons, disregarding the sanctity of 
human lives, commercial marriages and blind faith in gods and spirits? 
It is no exaggeration to say that corrupt officials and the posterity 
of former courtiers still abound in our daily life. For this reason, 
can it be wrong to stage such traditional operas as "Fifteen Strings of 
Cash," “Liang Shanbo [2733 1473 0130] and Zhu Yingtai" [4376 5391 0669) 
and "Qin Xianglian" [4440 7449 5571], which *lorify the acts of uphold- 
ing justice, pleading for the people and en: vuraging uprightness and 
struggles against evil forces? 


Then what shall we do with traditional operas? Theie are two different 
ways open to us: To copy them wholesale or to reform them. I favor the 
second way. Traditio’.al operas came from the old society, and all 

things from the old society invariably contain dregs in varying degrees. 
Even those tradit.onal operas which represent the best of our traditions 
have class limitations ideologically and artistically and cannot be 
entirely suitable for the new society. Since the founding of the 
People's Republic, all the traditional operas receiving the people's 
favorable comments have been meticulously refined. Therefore, tradi- 
tional operas must be revised before being staged, judging from our 
experience over many years. However, as soon as we said that traditional 
operas could be staged, some localities and opera companies hurriedly 
staged them without \ny revisions. Long ago Premier Zhou criticized 
operas glorifying or 4efending Pan Jinlian [3382 6855 5571], pointing out 
that in the pursuit of personal happiness she had no scruples in sacri- 
ficing another person and that she should ove considered a reactionary 

in any society. Yet some people are now staging “Wu Song [2976 2646] 

and Pan Jinlian" untouched. To this we cannot agree. 


Traditional operas must be revised, and that much must be affirmed. 

How do we revise them? This will depend on the merits of each case. 
Some operas which are basically good and have very little dross can be 
staged after slight alterations. In their case, not much revision is 
necessary. Others may require more work if a drastic revision is 
necessary. After 30 years of revisions, most traditional operas cau be 
staged with probably slight changes. What is more urgent for us is to 
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carry out drastic revisions on some of them, which are like rocks 
requiring some magic touch to transform them into gold. This kind of 
work is creative revision and editing, which can turn corrosion into 
novelty. Such work is highly significant and should have a good future. 
The Fujian opera "Chuncao Charges Into the Court" is a success story. 
The original version, entitled "Zou Leiting" [6760 7191 7200], was full 
of dregs. After bold and drastic revisions, or an almost complete 
rewrite, it has become a widely acclaimed satire. The success of 
"Chuncao Charges Into the Court” tells us that we should not overlook 
some traditional operas having a lot of dregs. Instead of consigning 
the scripts to the flames, we should carefully study them, and as long 
as they contain certain good episodes and a vivid portrayal of some 
characters, there is still hope of transforming rocks into gold with a 
magic touch. 


The revision of traditional operas means not only the editing of the 
script but also the improvement of stagecraft. This is a question of 
“purifying the stage,” sometimes called "Cleaning Up the Stage," which 
was attempted in the early days after the founding of the People's 
Republic. All brutal, horrifying, morbid and vulgar scenes, costumes, 
facial designs and so forth which smack of feudalism and superstition 
must be resolutely reformed in order .o give a clean look to our opera 
Stage. However, in some localities some morbid and ugly scenes have 
again appeared on the stage. An opera can be good or bad according to 
the way it is revised. “Hong Niang” [4767 1224], for instance, was 
originally a good antifeudal opera. However, it has been grossly 
debased by some actors. Lack of respect for the stage and unhealthy 
scenes have combined to form an obnoxious wind which is now sweeping 
some opera companies. Other companies have been rather careful in 
their selection of operas. Among them there has been no problem and 
even less likelihood of any poisonous weed being produced. However, 
some actors, trying to please the audience, may add some lowly and 
vulgar “raw material" to their performance, thus bringing about artistic 
degeneration. We must not close our eyes to this tendency. 


Third, about newly adapted historical operas. 


Traditionai operas have a weak spot, because, after all, they were not 
crested by people of this age and are therefore unable to express the 
spirit of the present. Despite drastic revision and refinement, their 
limitation still remains. Newly adopted historical operas are different. 
These playwrights are entirely free to rearrange higetorical data accord- 
ing to the viewpoint of historical materialism and in such a manner that 
they can fully display the spirit of the present age. From the stand- 
point of inheriting and reforming, we can see that some traditional 
operas have been staged for many years according to the same pattern. 
Tradition is naturally better preserved this way, although conservatism 
is usually unavoidable. Modern operas, on the other “and, reflect modern 
life and are unsuited for traditions of the past. Therefore, extensive 
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revision is always necessary in writing operas on modern themes. His- 
torical opera occupies a mean position between traditional and modern 
operas. It reflects ancient life as a traditional opera does and 
enjoys greater freedom than does modern opera in following traditions 
and giving full play to the role of artistic features of operas. Conm- 
pared with traditional opera, it can be more easily created because of 
the lack of conventions. After all, newly adapted historical opera is 
the intermediary link between reforming traditional and creating modern 
operas and a necessary link for weeding through the old to let the new 
emerge. 


Many concrete issues should be studied in order to make newly adapted 
historical operas a success, but I particularily want to raise one prob- 
lem, namely, the problem of allegorical attacks. Allegorical attacks 
should >e differentiated from making the past serve the present. His- 
torical operas have always been a means of making the past serve the 
present. Of course, there are different circumstances in which the 
past is used to serve the present. Apart from the difference between 
serving a small number of exploiters and oppressors and serving the 
broad masses, I feel that there is also the difference between direct 
and indirect serving, or the difference between allegorical attack or 
the lack of it. 


I do not mean that all allegorical ;ttacks are illegal. On the con- 
trary, I hold that under certain historical conditions such attacks are 
necessary. Our venerable Guo Moro wrote "Qu Yuan" [1448 0625] for this 
purpose, because through Qu Yuan's mouth he umequivocally attacked 
Chiang Kai-shek for his perverse actions. Today, however, we should 
reevaluate this question in the light of new historical conditions. 
Because of the practice of the "gang of four” of using examples in 
history to attack personalities by innuendo, time and again taking 
people of the past for people of the present and at the same time carry- 
ing out their despicable political plots, this form of attack has become 
much disliked and hated by the people. Allegorical attack« have become 
something morbid and are apt to cause oversensitiveness. Today, when- 
ever a historical play is staged, the audience will ask who is this and 
who is that historical figure in real life. These farfetched imagina- 
tions have resulted in frivoious gei.*ralizations and have thus debased 
historical operas. 


| am of the opinion that in writing historical operas .'e should reflect 
historical realities according to the viewpoint of historical material- 
ism. This should be the gvideline for our efforts. We should truthfully 
reflect history and return history to its original appearance. We can 
certainly select historical data to be refined or rearranged, but we 

must never fabricate history in order to play up some people of the past. 
In writing about the Battle of Chengpu [1004 3452], we need not write 
about ideology as we would for a proletarian people's war; in writing 
about Xu Xiake [1776 7209 1356], we need not portray him as a communist 
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hero. Playing up historical figures, which is against historicism, is 
like using examples in history to attack personalities today by far- 
fetched innuendo. The writers invariably consider themselves wise and 
have no faith in the people's ability to obtain education from histori- 
cal realities. "Yu Qian" [0060 6197], a recently staged Shaoxing (4801 
5281] opera, is a very fine newly adapted historical opera. It con- 
tains no allegorical attack and does not overpraise any historical 
figure. It describes a historical episode according to historical 
realities and portrays Yu Qian as a hero under the typical conditions 
of that time. It has not only given us accurate historical knowledge 
but also educated us in noble sentiments. Do we not need this type of 
historical opera? 


When the value of the above three repertoires in the new socialist age 
has been clearly understood and the way to arrange them in order has 
been found, the question of opera repertoires will, I believe, be clari- 
fied. 


941] 
Ding Ving Speech 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 51-52 
[Speech by Ding Ling [0002 3781]: "Telling Something From My Heart] 


[Text] Since our fellow comrades have worked so laboriously to prepare 
for this congress, I feel I ought to say something--something from the 
bottom of my heart--despite my poor health. What I want to say most is 
to thank the party. Without the comrades of the present party Central 
Committee, I would not be here today and would not have the right to 
address the congress and to write. Such rights were what I did not even 
dare hope to enjoy during the past 20 years. When the “gang of four" 
ran rampant after the passing of Premier Zhou, I gave up all hope. Not 
that L regarded this party and nation of ours as hopeless; I simply 
thought that my words would not be published until long after my death. 
Therefore, I truly thank the party from the bottom of my heart for 
giving me this opportunity. 


Thanks to the prolonged education given by the party, I have had the will- 
power to drag myself through these 20 long years. Although Comrade Liu 
Shaoqui was overthrown afterward, his saying remained imprinted on my 
memory: A member of the Communist Party must be able to stand the test 

of being wrongly accused. Chairman Mao also said that we must be ready 

to work both at the top or at the grassroots. I ama writer, but I can 
also serve as a worker or a peasant, though not without pain. Like Lin 
Chong |a character in "Water Margin’], it soemed that I, too, had words 
tattooed on my face. Everyone called me a big rightist and renegade at 
first sight. However, deep down I always consi. ered myself to be a 
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communist, and I told myself I must measure up to the requiremenis of a 
party member. Yo. may look at me as you please and for as long x gvu 
like, but my actions will strike a new image in your heart and tell you 
that I em not a bad person. I had to open up a road to brightness in an 
almost completely dark surrounding. Many people, even friends from 
other countries, recently asked me: “How did you endure such hardships?” 
I have never revealed these innermost feelings to anyone, not even to my 
own daughter. All I can say is: I have faith, and I believe in the 
party, in the masses, in time and in history. 


As Comrace Ai Qing said: It is no use talking about all this now, 
because it is a thing of the past. What we were put through was a social 
problem, nothing personal. I was not condemmed by anyone in particular. 
These 20 years of living and working at the grassroots also did me good. 
I could never have written anything of value just skimming along the 
surface. At the grassroots I could see many people and things that I 

can never write about. The trouble is, time is not on my side. It 
would be wonderful if I could live another 15 years. 


I am full of hope for our country and for our young people. I once asked 
a foreign friend: Of all the places in the world, which has the greatest 
hope? He answered: China has the greatest hope. It is a changing coun- 
try, and its people are democratic, have active minds and dare to break 
through the forbidden zones at the risk of having their throats cut. 

In the American and European societies, where the people live a bounti- 
ful life, there is meager understanding, the young ones have no ideals, 
and drug usage is a serious problem. Cases of individual and collective 
suicide show the seriousness of this feeling of emptiness. I quite agree 
with the views of this friend. However, we also have our own problems, 
some of which are in fact quite serious. 


I started my writing career 52 years ago in 1927, with a 20-year break 
after 1958. My books were banned by the Kuomintang ‘n the 1930's and 
again by our own people after 1958. Today, hardly any person around 

30 years of age has ever read my books. Several months ago a reader 
wrote me a letter. He said: Althoi.gh your name appeared in the news- 
papers and you have been elected a member of the Political Consultative 
Conterence, I did not know who you were. You were just a rightist to me. 
I thought it was only as a result of the implementation of the party's 
policies that people like you could become members of the Political 
Consultative Conference. Why not? Even war criminals were pardoned. 

It was not until after I had read "Du Wanxiang” and other articles 
written by you that your image in my mind truly changed. Can a rightist 
have written something like this? I1 was givatly moved by this letter. 
It was obvious to everybody that almost all the people attacked by the 
“gang of four’ were good and were dear to the masses. What avout those 
purged during 1957? They were overt!rcown aud completely discredited. 
Should they be thus overthrown and /{scredited? I once hesit<:ed about 
whether or not I should tell you what is «nm my mind. I am wel. over 70 
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years of age, and I was thrown into prison by the Kuomintang and later 
by the "gang of four" during the Cultural Revolution. Can I ignore 
what goes on around me, shut my mouth and just muddle along as some of 
my friends told me to do? Can I allow myself to become a person devoid 
of thoughts and feelings? No, I cannot. I think those who say they are 
disillusioned with the mortal world are the most selfish. Therefore, I 
have decided to say something as a contribution to the discussion. 

I once asked a number of pecple what was the root cau = 1)! che heavy 
reverses suffered by people of the literary ana art cx. cies. I still 
keep searching for an answer. Some comrades said it vas feudalism. 

Yes, it wus feudalism. What are the concrete manifestations of 
feudalism? I began to combat feudalism in 1919 when I was only 13; 

now 60 years have passed, and this task s*ill remains unaccomplished. 
Feudalism is manifested in sectarianism ir che literary and art circles. 
Unless sectarianism is eliminated, it is impossible for us to unite and 
look forward, for a hundred flowers to blossom and for a hundred schools 
of thought to contend. We belong to the past. However, the younger 
generation still has a long time ahead of it. We hope it will not have 
to suffer any more hardships. Jur literature should play a role in the 
world. For this reason, we must dig out the roots and expose the prob- 
lems in the literary and art circles to the light of day. Sectarianism 
has existed among us since the 1:20's. At that time it was not a bad 
thing--just people who shared the same inclinations forming themselves 
into small groups. Since when did "sectarianism" become a terrible and 
evil thing? I think sectarianism will only develop to a terrible extent 
when practiced by people in power. I sincerely hope that sectarianism 
and things like that will not repeat themselves in the future. 


Qin Zhaoyang Speech 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 52-54 
[Speech by Qin Zhaoyang [4440 0340 7127]: '"Realism--A Rocky Road"] 


(Text) Some comrades suggested that I speak at this congress about the 
question of realism in literature and art. There are two reasons for 
this: First, in the past 2 or 3 years literary and art circles through- 
out the country have again expressed interest in the article "Realism-- 
the Broad Road," which was published some 20 years ago, and are con- 
ducting discussions accordingly; secondly, this question is highly 
related to the development of literature and art in the future. I have 
thought about it and have felt that it is not too appropriate to dis- 
cuss academic issues at such a congress. So, here I just want to give 

a brief historical review of this question. 


We need both realism and romanticism. The facts of the past, and the 
facts of the future, too, may prove that both realism and romenticism 
are rocky roads. For over two decades before the shattering of the 
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"gang of four," the question of realism was twice brought forth and 

twice repressed vehemently. It underwent the rocky course of ups and 
downs. Every time realism was put down, romanticism was dished out. 

When romanticism was advocated most vehemently, the people were plunged 
into greater misery. In 1956 the question of realism was brought forth. 
In 1958, in the antirightist struggle, it was put dow as revisionist 
thinking in literature and art. In real life, from 1958 to 1960, high- 
sounding directives, blind commands and the communist style became 
popular and plunged the people into deep suffering. Such proneness to 
boasting and exaggeration in real life was manifested in literature and 
art in a romanticism that was divorced from reality, that presented a 
false picture of peace and prosperity and that spoke in high-sounding 
terms. In 1961 WEN YI BAO published "The Question of Subject Matter,” 
which was actually another attempt to put forth the question of realism. 
First, it talked about expanding the realm of subject matter in creative 
writing. Secondly, it talked about the need to avoid providing graphic 
representation to policy clauses, working processes and newspaper reports. 
Thirdly, it talked about the need to avoid exaggerating new people and 
new events so as not to "suppress" works that dealt with backward events 
and things and that were ot a satirical nature. This actually was an 
advocation of praise as well as criticism. The conclusion was that the 
road of serving politics was extremely broad, and therefore the road of 
literature and art was also extremely broad. Did not this sound like 

the theory of "Realism--the Broad Road"? Immediately following that, 
Comrade Shao Quanlin, at the Dalian meeting in 1962, put forth the ques- 
tions of the "deepening of realism" and "writing about middle charac- 
ters,’ which were "questions of subject matter'--and which were also 
attempts to further emphasize the question of realism. However, Comrade 
Shao Quanlin's argument was ruthlessly put down as revisionism in 1964 
and 1965. Immediately following that, the "Summary" which Lin Biao and 
Jiang Qing concocted appeared; realism and the effort to write about the 
truth became the theoretical bases for "the dictatorship of the sinister 
line" and became "towering crimes."' Thus, the Cultural Revolution began, 
the distorted so-called "revolutionary romanticism" became popular again, 
and the motherland and its people lived in even deeper misery in a reality 
of unprecedented catastrophe. 


Why was the question of realism, which had been brought forth in 1956 
but later put down, brought forth again in 1961 and 1962 by WEN YI BAO 
and Comrade Shao Quanlin, secretary of the party organization of the 
Writer's Union? The compelling reason was objective reality and the 
people's dissatisfaction with the existing situation in creative writing. 
Literary and art works, after all, must truly reflect life; after all, 
they cannot rely on formulism, generalities and lies; after all, they 
should not act as the mouthpiece of the ultraleft political line; after 
all, they cannot operate according to fixed dogmas and formulas; after 
all, they must reflect the voice of the people; after all, they must 
reflect contradictions and conflicts; after all, they must reflect the 
feature of the development in life; and, after all, they must become 
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truth's tongue. That is to say, socialist literature and art without 

a doubt should be established on the basis of the materialist theory of 
knowledge and theory of reflection. This principle originally was very 
simple. But a metaphysical logic which had been popular for many years 
held that advocating realism meant advocating the description of things 
as they were, which meant advocating the exposure of the seamy side of 
socialism, which meant advocating the bourgeois critical realism, which 
meant chiming in with the revisionist trend of thought at home and 
abroad, and which meant antisocialism. According to this logic, it 
seemed that there was only darkness and no brightness in the real life 
of socialist society, which was why literature and art definitely should 
uot "describe things as they are"! 


In the spring of 1976 the great "5 April" movement sounded the bugle 

of ideological emancipation. The ocean of poetry which the people them- 
selves created lashed fiercely at the "gang of four" with its surging 
revolutionary fervor of realism. In October of the same year the party 
Central Committee with one stroke smashed the "gang of four." Immedi- 
ately, on the literary and art front, voices criticizing the "Summary, 
criticizing the "three prominences" and criticizing the deceitful gang 
literature and art were heard all over. With a solemn realistic tone, 
poetry and essays in memory of Premier Zhou and other revolutionary 
martyrs reflected the people's hearts. Nevertheless, toward the close 
of 1977 and in the spring of 1978, again one or two comrades came forth 
and seemingly wanted to set an old tone for the new era and to again 
throw the arguments regarding realism in the so-called "eight sinister 
arguments’ (with the exception of the argument of "opposing the fixing 
of subject matter") into the ranks of revisionism and antisocialisnm. 
After that, almost until before this literary congress, such a cold wind 
continued to blow, producing a "lingering fear" in people's hearts. 


However, after having been tempered and taught by 10 years of catastrophe, 
history has entered an era of considering anew the question of testing 
the truth. Real life itself has refuted the old tone of the past; the 
people have lodged protests against deceitful literature and art; the 
broad ranks of literary and art workers have, through their personal 
painful experiences, realized what road they should take; and the deci- 
sion of the third plenary session of the 1lth CCP Central Committee has 
opened up the sluice gate of ideological emancipation. Thus, a new 
literature and art of exposing and criticizing the "gang of four" and 
of glorifying heroic fighters time and again have broken loose from the 
impregnable prohibited zone and have begun to thrive! Thus, this 
theoretical question of realism has once again been brought forth by 
the literary and art circles within the realm of the nation! 


For 30 years realism has traversed the course of three rises and two 
falls. What a tortuous and rocky road history has traversed indeed! 
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But then, is romanticism not to be tolerated? Does it mean that 
romanticism is telling lies and describing falsehood? Not at all. 

For a long time, romanticism has in fact been distorted. In the light 
of history, active romanticism has paid special attention to reflecting 
contradictions and conflicts. It has often sublimated to the utmost 
point the contradictions between justice and evil, nobility and base- 
ness, beauty and ugliness and love and hatred. Then, through these 
contradictions, it has reflected certain social contradictions, such 

as individuality and human nature versus morality, law and religion. 

It has only displayed the tendency to ignore realistic details. This 
is the reason why, historically, works of active romanticism have also 
embraced tremendous vitality. But the so-called “revolutionary romanti- 
cism'" which the "gang of four" and some people emphasized aimed pre- 
cisely at employing a high-sounding "revolutionary" tone that was 
divorced from reality in order to cover up and avoid contradictions and 
in fact to turn literature and art into the tools of propaganda for 
their ultraleft line. 


Who would have thought that those who claimed to be Marxists would make 
use of all kinds of confusing notions to prevent literature and art from 
facing reality and facing the people and to prevent literature and art 
from taking the strongly built road of materialism. What a profound 
historical lesson this was! 


Now, on behalf of the party Central Committee, Comrade Deng Xiaoping 

has delivered a "toast" at this literary congress and has clearly 
pointed out to us the general and specific policies for literary and 

art work for a long period in the future. This aims at clearing the 
road for the four modernizations, assisting the training of a genera- 
tion of new people and raising the spiritual realm of the people. A 
rigid way of thinking, bureaucratism, anarchism, extreme individualism-- 
all are obstacles on the road to realizing the four modernizations and 
must be eliminated. How do we accomplish this task? I feel that there 
are three points in the "toast" that deserve our attention: First, we 
must persevere in protracted struggle; secondly, we must emancipate our 
thinking; and thirdly, we must fight in coordination with other depart- 
ments in the ideological sphere. In the 3 years since the smashing of 
the "gang of four" we have followed this road. The literary and art 
circle is a severely afflicted area. That it could in 3 short years 
become an area of bumper harvest was primarily because the broad ranks 
of literary and art workers have become stauncher after having been 
tempered by the raging flames. But have we done enough work in ideo- 
logical emancipation at this point? Not really. Reality itself is 

very complicated. To break through the prohibited zones and create 
works that touch the core of men's hearts, we will inevitably encounter 
all kinds of resistance. What can we do? We must first emancipate our- 
selves. Literature never forged closer ties with the people than it has 
today, never took a broader road and shouldered heavier tasks than it 
has today, and never encountered the difficulties that it has today. 
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This means that we must consider and study conscientiously. We must be 
bold in struggle and good at struggle, too. We must be mentally pre- 
pared for the reality that whichever road we take, that of realism or 
romanticism, it is just as rocky. Our sense of security should be 
founded on the foothold of favoring the four modernizations and of 
gaining the masses’ welcome and support. Let us make an effort to 
fight courageously and advance together! 


9335 
CSO: 4004 
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ENERGETICALLY DEVELOP RURAL EDUCATIONAL UNDERTAKINGS BY LEARNING FROM 
TAOJIANG COUNTY'S EXPERIENCE 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 55-58 
[Article by the Hunan Provincial Educational Bureau] 


[Text] In the past several years, particularly in the 3 years since the 
smashing of the “gang of four," the party committee of Taojiang County 
in our province has attached great importance to educational work and 
has done a relatively good job in this respect. Summing up and popu- 
larizing the experience of Taojiang County is of extremely important 
significance in developing our province's educational undertakings. 

This article attempts to discuss our views on developing rural educa- 
tional undertakings in the light of the reality of Taojiang County in 
running education. 


(I) 


To enable agriculture to develop at high speed and realize modernization 
in agriculture gradually, we must make a big effort to develop educa- 
tional undertakings, particularly rural educational undertakings, so as 
to accelerate the pace of fostering talents for the modernization of 
agriculture and raise to the maximum the scientific and cultural stan- 
dards of the broad masses of peasants. 


Education is the tool for the production struggle and is the necessary 
factor for enhancing the development of social productive forces. Educa- 
tion and the economy are interdependent and mutually enhancing. The 
development of education relies on the development of the economy and at 
the same time promotes the development of the economy. With the con- 
stant rise in che levels of socialization and specialized large-scale 
production, the role of education in promoting the economy has become 
more and more cbvious and more and more important. 


It is generally known that the basic factors of the productive forces 


are the means of production and the labor force. Man is the most active 
and decisive factor among the productive forces. But, to turn an 
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ordinary natural labor force into a labor force with relatively higher 
cultural and scientific standards that can meet the needs of modernized 
production technology, we must employ this means of education to enable 
men to attain culture, learn science and technology and master certain 
skills and techniques. The “additional work" which education conducts 
on the labor force is actually a necessary condition for enhancing the 
development of social productive forces. The "Decision of the CCP 
Central Committee on Some Questions Concerning the Acceleration of 
Agricultural Development" points out: "In realizing the modernization 
of agriculture we have an urgent need to arm our rural working cadres 
and agricultural technicians with modern scientific and technological 
knowledge and to foster a large group of specialists with a good command 
of modern agricultural science and technology, an enormous agricultural 
scientific and technological rank, and a sufficient number of qualified 
agricultural institutions to train agricultural scientific and techno- 
logical personnel and managerial personnel. At the same time, we must 
raise to the maximum the scientific, technological and cultural standards 
of the broad masses of peasants, especially the young peasants." How 
can we solve these problems? It is quite obvious that to solve them we 
can only rely on the constant development of educational undertakings. 
As for raising to the maximum the scientific and cultural standards of 
the broad masses of peasants, it is all the more necessary to pay atten- 
tion to developing rural educational undertakings to solve this problem. 


Taojiang County criginally was a county with a relatively weak economic 
and cultural base. for a considerable period this county was slow in 
promoting agricultural production and relatively slow in developing its 
cultural and educational undertakings. In recent years the county party 
committee has paid great attention to the role of education in promoting 
production. Through practice it came to recognize that to go in for 
agriculture in a big way it must grasp education in a big way; that to 
nurture cereal crc) seedlings well it must foster "seedlings of people" 
well. The number one man in the county personally grasped education, 
brought into full play the functional role of the educational depart- 
ments and organized close coordination among all departments concerned, 
thereby achieving the aim of having the whole party grasp agriculture 
and education at the same time. The level of scientific farming was 
constantly raised, and agricultural production made rapid strides. Per- 
mu grain output throughout the county increased from 593 jin in 1978 to 
953 jin in 1979, an increase of 60 percent. The total value of indus- 
trial and agricultural output increased 2.1 times, from 65.7 million yuan 
to 204.21 million yuan. The average net income of the commune members 
increased 46 percent. The average grain sation for each person in- 
creased 51 percent. The big rise in the level of production in turn 
enhanced the development of educational undertakings in a big way. On 
the basis of compulsory primary education enforced since 1972, illit- 
eracy among youths and adults throughout the county was eliminated by 
1977. Some 240 spare-time middle and primary schools and peasants 
technological evening schools were founded. While general education and 
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spare-time education was being developed, special attention was paid to 
developing preschool education. As of last year, 90 percent of the 
production brigades throughout the county had founded preparatory 
schools, primarily serving children of ages 5 and 6. The aim was to 
lay a sound foundation for children to enter primary schools and to 
guarantee the quality of primary education. 


Education is a necessary factor for enhancing the development of social 
productive forces. This principle has now been understood by many 

people and has been proved in practice countless times. However, to 

this day some comrades still fail to understand this problem clearly. 

In their minds it seems that they can promote production without engag- 
ing in education. They set education in opposition to production and 
say: Now the peasants are reading more books, but the fields are yield- 
ing less grain. They feel that the modernization of agriculture is still 
far away and that it is unnecessary to develop educational undertakings 
now. All these understandings are incorrect. For a long period in 
history the peasants of our country were accustomed to the mode of pro- 
duction of the small peasant economy. They relied on their physical 
strength to carry out clumsy and simple labor in exchange for meager 
production results. But even such backward productive labor necessarily 
imparted certain skills and experience. Broadly speaking, the imparting 
ef such simple techniques still belongs to the realm of education. Today 
scientific and technological development is forging ahead at a tremendous 
pace, and the mode of labor in production has undergone a tremendous 
transformation. In terms of agricultural production, many advanced 
nations long ago substituted modern technology for clumsy manual labor. 
The key to the four modernizations is the modernization of science and 
technology. The basis for fostering scientific and technological 
personnel is education. If the peasants do not acquire relatively 
higher scientific and cultural standards, they cannot meet the demands 

of modernized construction in agriculture. The viewpoint that one can 
promote production without engaging in education and the thinking that 
modernization is still far away and that it is possible to grasp educa- 
tion slowly are inherent notions of small producers and must be overcome. 


(II) 


At present our province's educational undertakings still far from con- 
form to the needs of the development of production. Many problems still 
exist in rural education. Until today some prefectures and counties 
have not implemented compulsory 5-year primary education. As a result 
of the sabotage of Lin Biao and the "gang of four,” the former task of 
eliminating illiteracy has not been satisfactorily accomplished, and 
illiteracy among youths and adolescents is still increasing constantly. 
If this situation is not changed, it will be difficult and even impos- 
sible to accelerate the development of our province's agricultural pro- 
duction and gradually build a new modernized socialist countryside. 

How can we change such a condition? We can draw on the experience of 
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Taojiang County. In recent years Taojiang County has persevered in 
focusing on the implementation of compulsory 5-year primary education 
in its effort to grasp general education, spare-time education and 
preschool education simultaneously. It has integrated the fostering 

of a generation oi "successors" (youths and adolescents) with the 
fostering of a generation "on duty" (adults) and has integrated cul- 
tural education with scientific and technological education. It has 
organized men and women, old and young, to learn culture, science and 
technology. We feel that its experience not only shows the practical 
way for our nation's countryside to develop rural educational under- 
takings at the present stage, particularly in the next 5 years of 
economic adjustments, but also is a major step toward realizing the 
strategic goal put forth by Comrade Hua Guofeng to “raise to the maxi- 
mum the scientific and cultural standards of the entire Chinese nation." 
Furthermore, it is a reliable method of fostering a modern agricultural 
laboring contingent of hundreds of millions of people who will have 
socialist consciousness as well as a definite amount of cultural and 
scientific knowledge and a good command of the relatively advanced 
production techniques that will be required in the course of the mod- 
ernization of agriculture. It not only is favorable to the development 
of educational undertakings, but also can enhance and raise the quality 
of education in a big way. 


General education, spare-time education and preschool education are 

a unified whole and are mutually related and mutually enhancing. In 
general education at present we must focus on grasping well the task of 
implementing compulsory primary education in the countryside. Primary 
education is the most fundamental education. In the task of imple- 
menting compulsory primary education we not only should continuously 
increase enrollment and enable school-age children to go to school, but 
also should raise the rate of consolidation and pay special attention 
to raising the quality of primary education. "All lofty towers are 
built from the ground up." Only by grasping well this elementary 
education in the primary school can we have a firm basis for secondary 
and even college education and spare-time education. Our country's 
superior socialist system has provided sound conditions for developing 
rural educational undertakings and for grasping "three kinds of educa- 
tion" simultaneously. At present the primary school teaching materials 
are relatively large in quantity and difficult in content, yet the 
length of the school term is very short. To raise the quality of 
primary education, developing preschool education with children of ages 
5 and 6 as the primary targets is an important measure. Then, on the 
basis of running primary education well, we must strive to run secondary 
education well. In secondary education, a problem that urgently needs 
to be solved at present is reform of the structure of secondary educa- 
tion. On the one hand we must develop rural secondary schools vigor- 
ously. On the other hand we must offer more courses in agricultural 
technological knowledge in general high schools, thereby enabling 
secondary education to more appropriately meet the needs of fostering 
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a labor contingent required in modern agricultural production and/or 
sending qualified new students to higher institutions. 


To meet the needs of agricultural production at present, while develop- 
ing general education, it is extremely necessary to vigorously develop 
spare-time education. At present spare-time education is geared pri- 
marily toward anti-illiteracy education. We must, on the basis of 
eliminating illiteracy, run spare-time primary schools, spare-time 
secondary schools and spare-time universities, gradually set up a new 
system of spare-time education and enable the entire body of peasants 
to constantly raise their cultural and scientific standards. Part- 
farming, part-study rural secondary schools should integrate the learn- 
ing of cultural knowledge with the learning of agricultural technology. 
If we grasp cultural education exclusively and do not learn production 
techniques, we will be divorced from the practice of production in the 
countryside; if we only learn techniques and do not learn culture, then 
we will have no foundation for learning techniques and will find it 
difficult to acquire techniques. Spare-time secondary schools and 
primary schools should emphasize different curricula. Spare-time 
primary schools should focus on learning culture. Spare-time secondary 
schools should take learning culture as the key but should integrate 
that with the learning of general and agricultural technology. We must 
properly solve the problems of teachers and teaching materials for 
these schools and enable spare-time education to grow in quantity and 
quality. 


Practice proves that grasping “three kinds of education" simultaneously 
is a comparatively better way of developing our country's rural educa- 
tional undertakings. On this question some of our comrades, to this day, 
lack a correct understanding. In respect to general education, some 
people display a tendency to attach importance to secondary schools and 
to the one-sided pursuit of the rate of entrance examinations to higher 
institutions while ignoring this basis of primary schools. In respect 
to the entire educational cause, they display a tendency to attach 
importance to general education while belittling spare-time education. 
They feel that "it is difficult for them to catch two fish with one 
hook,” that if they grasp secondary schools, they cannot grasp primary 
schools, and that if they grasp general education, they therefore cannot 
grasp spare-time education. Without a doubt, such an understanding and 
such a method are erroneous. If in general education we do not properly 
grasp the task of implementing compulsory primary education, the result 
will be not only that we will be unable to run secondary scho 1s well, 
but also that we will not be able to eliminate illiteracy. If in the 
entire educational cause we do not pay attention to grasping spare-time 
education, the result will be that the labor force on duty will not be 
able to meet the needs of agricultural development and will inevitably 
affect the course of the modernization of agriculture. 
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(IIL) 


At present our country is still a large country with a weak base, a 
large population and relatively backward scientific education. Proceed- 
ing from the demands of modernized construction, we must develop educa- 
tional undertakings in a big way. Nevertheless, as a result of the 
prolonged interference and sabotage of Lin Biao and the "gang of four," 
the national economy is on the verge of bankruptcy. Although obvious 
achievements have been made in grasping the key link in running the 
country, the nation's financial strength at present is still in a diffi- 
cult stage. Therefore, for the time being our country cannot pay the 
large educational expenses. How can we solve this contradiction? In 
the light of the experience of Taojiang County, we must persevere in 
the policy of “walking on both legs" which Comrade Mao Zedong always 
advocated. On the one hand we should rely on the state in constantly 
increasing educational investments on the basis of developing the 
economy; on the other hand we should inherit and give prominence to the 
tradition of running schools by the masses, bring into full play the 
enthusiasm of the communes and production brigades to run schools in a 
collective manner and by the masses, develop rural educational under- 
takings and enhance the modernization of agriculture. 


As early as in the period of the democratic revolution, Comrade Mao 
Zedong had already pointed out: "Relying solely on the government to 
use its limited financial strength to run several schools and news- 
papers and so on and so forth is insufficient for accomplishing the 
great task of raising the nation's culture and the nation's conscious- 
ness." ("On the New Stage”) In the period of the socialist revolution 
and construction, Comrade Mao Zedong presided over the formulation of the 
"(Revised Draft) National Program for Agricultural Development From 1956 
to 1967." In it he pointed out: "In running schools in the countryside 
we should adopt various forms. Besides running schools by the state, we 
should vigorously advocate running schools collectively by the masses." 
Recently Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out that we should still adopt 
walking on both legs in promoting education. We must reach a profound 
understanding of these instructions of Comrade Mao Zedong and Comrade 
Deng Xiaoping and blaze a pati of developing rural educational under- 
takings that conform to our country's situation. 


Our country's national economy is made up of the all-people's ownership 
and the collective ownership. At present, while the state's effort in 
running schools is unable to satisfy the demands of the broad masses 

in the countrvside, it is entirely reasonable for the communes and 
production brigades, on the basis of guaranteeing the expansion of 
reproduction in the communes and production brigades, to use a portion 
of their accumulation to develop ail kinds of collective undertakings, 
such as rural education and health, that are beneficial to the peasants. 
Only by continuously developing education through constant support from 
the state and on the basis of the development of collective production 
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in the communes and production brigades can the broad masses of peasants 
truly bring about an upswing in their cultural standard, raise their 
scientific and cultural standards, push forward che development of pro- 
duction in a more effective way, create even higher economic incomes and 
attiin the goal of continuously improving their material and cultural 
standards of living. The people of Taojiang County regard running 
schools as their bounden duty. They are willing to eat and spend 
frugally and are generous in spending money on this issue of sending 
children to school. They persevere in the policy of “walking on both 
legs," bring into play the two positive factors of running schools by 

the state and running schools by the masses and by the collective, and 
appropriately settle some necessary conditions for running schools, such 
as teachers, campuses and teaching facilities. Since 1970 this county 
has relied on running schools by the local people with a state subsidy 
and has built new secondary and primary school buildings on some 300,000 
Square meters of land. Sixteen percent came from state investments, 22 
percent from the work-study program of teachers and students and from 
their labor in building the schools, and 62 percent from collective 
accumulation. Of the funds which the communes and production brigades 
used collectively to build new school buildings, approximately 10 million 
yuan were used exclusively for building primary schools. If we calculate 
this on the basis of the educational funds which the state has appro- 
priated for this ciunty in recent years, it will take 60 years before we 
can reach the present acreage of primary school buildings. If we sit and 
wait for state apprpriations, we cannot talk about compulsory primary 
education at all. 


Bringing into full »lay the enthusiasm of the rural communes and produc- 
tion brigades in rinning schools collectively does not mean that the 
entire rural educztional cause should be shouldered by the communes and 
production brigades and by the masses of commune members. If this is 
how we understand the problem, then no doubt we are being one-sided. 
Our country's ayricultural production is still extremely backward, the 
collective accvmulation of communes and production brigades is still 
very wean 27d the peasants’ standard o/’ living is still very low. Thus, 
the collection of funds for running scliools collectively by the masses 
and for unfolding work-study activities, the selection and distribution 
of teachers and the establishment of the necessary material conditions 
should be done in accordance with the relevant regulations set forth by 
the party and the state; should be adequately considered at representa- 
tive conferences of the commune and brigade members concerned, at con- 
gresses of commune members and by managerial committees; and should be 
decided through democratic discussions. There should not be methods 
that violate the policies or violate the wishes of the masses. Educa- 
tional and administrative departments should take the initiative to win 
over the leadership of the party committees and obtain the support of 
the departments concerned in solving the actual problems facing educa- 
tion. Taojiang County utilizes the exact amount of educational funds 
appropriated by the state for the education department. Every year it 
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uses 25 percent of the allowance from the agricultural surtax of the 
entire couuty for running education. In addition, it appropriates a 
definite amount of canital construction materials for use in building 

and repairing school vuildings. Furthermore, on the premise of guar- 
anteeing teaching as the central interest, it also pays attention to 
unfolding work-study programs and uses the income obtained therefrom to 
expand the schools, increase teaching facilities, improve the livelihood 
of ceachers and students, reduce or exempt student tuition, and so on and 
so forth. In this way it not only brings into play the enthusiasm of the 
masses in running schools collectively, but also pays attention to light- 
ening the burden of the masses and the communes and production brigades. 
The masses call the schools which they themselves build "the socialism 
which they can see and touch and a big thing which they have done for 
their future generations." 


Althov,.: ‘aojiang County in our province has scored some achievements 
in eaduce ‘onal work, its experiences are not perfect, and much work 
still ne..: to be done. For instance, more efforts should be made to 
raise t' > «sality of secondary and primary education and to reform the 
structure «i the secondary school. We believe that, under the leader- 
ship of the party committees at all levels, our province's ecucational 
work will surely attain a new development. The education departments 
at all levels in our province are planning to study and popularize the 
experiences of Taojiang in the light of their local economic and cul- 
tural realities. They will make concrete plans, strengthen leadership, 
further eradicate the pernicious influence of Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four,'’ actively develop their own educational undertakings, push ahead 
our province's educational work and render still greater contributions 
to realizing the four modernizations. 
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BE PROMOTERS OF STABILITY AND UNITY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pz 59-61 
[Article by Gan Ping [3927 1627]] 


[Text] A year ago, while the task of shifting the work focus to social- 
ist modernization was presented at the third plenum of the 11th party 
Central Committee, a demand was also placed on the whole party, the whole 
army and the people of all nationalities to further develop the situation 
of stability and unity. This has been regarded as an indispensavie con- 
dition for the shift in the work focus. The party Central Commi (tee has 
stressed the importance of the matter. What work have we done to 
accomplish this task? All fairminded people will admit that we have 
chieved tremendous success in the past year. With the deepening and 
development of the study and discussion on the criterion of truth, the 
ultraleftist line pursued by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" has been 
conscientiously exposed and criticized not only in ideological theory 
but also in practical life. The ideological line of dialectical material- 
ism has once again gained a leading position in the whole party. By sum- 
ming up experiences of the socialist construction of the past 30 years 
since the founding of new China, people have gained a clearer understand- 
ing of some matters of basic principle, including the purpose of socialist 
production. We have achieved a great success in redressing false charges, 
wrong sentences and frameups, in solving problems left over from history 
and in implementing various policies. The enthusiasm and creativity of 
workers, peasants, intellectuals and patriotic personages are being 
brought into full play. Among the masses, the basis of unity and stabil- 
ity has been markedly expanded and strengthened. Uniting as one for the 
four modernizations and working wholeheartedly for the four moderniza- 
tions have become a iistorical trend that cannot be blocked. However, 
the evil consequences and influence of the turmoil stirred up by Lin Biéo 
and the "gang of four" over many years cannot be completely wiped out in 
a short time. To date, unstabi2 factors continue to emerge in some 
places and imong some people. Disturbances have even arisen. Although 
these are only particular questions, they wiii affect the overall situa- 
tion of the four modernization programs if they are not solved quickly. 
If we fail in our efforts to achieve the four modernizations, we will not 
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be able to do a good job of solving all social problems, and our 
efforts to basically change the backwardness of our country will be 
nothing but empty talk. 


What is the source of the unstable factors? A few comrades who lack an 
understanding of the spirit of the third plenum attribute it to the 
emancipation of minds. It is entirely wrong for them to think so. The 
purpose of emancipating minds is to smash the spiritual fetters imposed 
by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" and restore the ideological line of 
dialectical materialism and the practice of proceeding from actual con- 
ditions and acting in accordance with objective laws. In the final 
analysis, the purpose is to unite whole party and the people throughout 
the country and realize the four modernizations step by step and in a 
planned way. A small number of people in society distort the precise 
meaning of the emancipation of minds, use crooked means or even violate 
laws and rules. These are other matters with entirely different natures. 
Their problems should not be attributed to the emancipation of minds. 
They are poisoned ideologically, although they flaunt the banner of the 
"emancipation of minds." Under no circumstances should we cast doubt 
upon this dignified banner, despite the fact that some people are usurp- 
ing it. Some lack of stability and unity has resulted mainly from the 
evil consequences directly and indirectly caused by che ultraleftist line 
of Lin Biao and the "gang of four." In addition, shortcomings and mis- 
takes committed by some of our comrades in their work are also an impor- 
tant reason for these phenomena. However, some people have simply 
refused to redress proven false charges, wrong sentences and frameups. 
Some cadres are severely influenced by bureaucratism and are indifferent 
to the weal and woe of the masses. They perform their duty perfunc- 
torily and never manage to solve problems that can be solved. Some 
people forget the elementary duty of communists that they should spread 
propaganda among the masses. They refuse to do mass work and keep them- 
selves far apart from the masses. They know nothing about what the 
people are thinking and wishing. When incidents suddenly occur, they 
lose their heads, not knowing what to do. A small number of leading 
cadres seek privileges in their daily life, exploit their office for 
personal interests, indulge in forming small cliques or even break laws 
and regulations. People are unhappy with what they have done. There is 
also one important reason that should not be neglected: a tiny number of 
"black sheep" and criminal elements in society stir up trouble and desire 
to see the whole country plunged into chaos. We have discovered in some 
places that these troublemakers are precisely the remnants of the fac- 
tional setup of the "gang of four." Is this not something which should 
set us thinking? In our country, turbulent class struggle is over, but 
class struggle itself still exists. 


After analyzing the reasons for the present instability, we should handle 
the problem by suiting the remedy to the disease and be promoters of 
Stability and unity. 
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Leading cadres assume an important responsibility for maintaining and 
developing the political situation of stability and unity. To strengthen 
stability and unity, leaders should first of all straighten out their 
ideological line. Their political line should be firm and their organi- 
zational line should be correct. They should do a good job of uniting 
with "a small body of people working together."" In such a way, members 

of the leading body will use the same language and take coordinated 
actions to promptly solve problems that can be solved. They should not 

be vague on impermissible matters. Full preparations must be insured to 
eliminate unstable factors when they are in the embryonic stage. In this 
way, cadres and the masses will strive with one heart and one mind for the 
four modernizations. If the ideological line of the leaders has not been 
straightened out, their political line is not firm, their ideological will 
is not unified and their actions and steps are not identical, the lower 
levels will be adversely influenced once something unusual happens at the 
upper levels. If a leading organ fails to conscientiously eliminate the 
pernicious influence and effects of the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and 
the "gang of four" and fails to do a good job of positively implementing 
the party policy of redressing false charges, wrong sentences and frame- 
ups, new problems will arise before the old ones are settled. If such a 
state of affairs remains unchanged, how can we talk about developing the 
political situation of stability and unity? Therefore, it is particularly 
important for leading members at all levels to straighten out their 
ideological line. It is also important for them to set an example. When 
they ask people to criticize the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" and to eliminate their pernicious influence and effects, 
they should first ask themselves: What work have we done to criticize 

and eliminate them? While organizing cadres and the masses to study and 
discuss the criterion of truth, they should ask themselves: What prob- 
lems have we solved in the study and discussion? When they ask cadres and 
the masses to carry out discussions in the light of reality and raise 
their level of understanding, they should also ask themselves: What work 
have we done in this respect? In a word, the most important thing for a 
leading group to do is to stand truly in the forefront of the masses and 
be a true model in implementing the party's ideological and political line. 
It must be worthy of being a command post which unites as one for the 

four modernizations. Only thus will the leadership and the rank and file 
be of one mind, understand and support each other and strive for the same 
goal. 


Our cadres, leading ones in particular, should restore and carry forward 
the glorious tradition of the party and reverse the relationships between 
cadres and masses which were turned upside down by Lin Biao and the “gang 
of four." They should serve the people wholeheartedly and be servants of 
the people. They should closely link themselves with the masses and share 
the comforts and hardships of the masses. They should not stand high 
above the masses and act as high and mighty officials. All these things 
are the key to promoting stability and unity. The protracted sabotage of 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" inflicted innumerable difficulties upon 
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our party, our country and our people. How should we overcome these 
difficulties? So long as the leadership and the masses unite closely, 
they will surmount all difficulties and march triumphantly. Leaders 
should not seek privileges and personal interests. At every turn they 
should think of the masses, always go deep among the masses, work for 
them and serve them. They should try their best to do work that should 
be and can be done. As for some problems that cannot be solved for the 
time being, they should explain the reasons to the masses. In this way 
the masses will support them. Any difficulty, no matter how enormous it 
is, can be solved promptly. It is a pity that some comrades have not 
followed such a practice. After several setbacks in political storms, 
they have lost their former courage and become demoralized and 
lethargic. They have thought more of the things of their children and 
grandchildren but less of the masses. They are reluctant to solve 
problems that can be solved simply by making simple efforts. They per- 
form their duty in a perfunctory manner or even exploit their office for 
personal interests. As a result, contradictions accumulate or even become 
acute. It is difficult to clear up such a messy situation. This is a 
matter of mental outlook. In the final analysis, this is a matter of a 
communist world outlook. 


To promote stability and unity we must solve practical problems and 

carry out ideological education. The two must be combined. Various 
problems raised by the people reflect various contradictions which exist 
objectively. These contradictions include the contradiction between the 
reasonable demands of the masses and a bureaucratic attitude, the con- 
tradiction between immediate interests and long-terms ones, the contra- 
diction between local interests and overall ones and the contradiction 
between demand and possibility. There are also contradictions between 
different segments of the masses, different places and different depart- 
ments. We should take the initiative to positively solve problems that 
should and can be solved right away. As for problems that cannot be 
solved temporarily, problems that make too high a demand or ones that 

can be solved only by consultation among the two parties to the satisfac- 
tion of all concerned, we should be bold and straightforward in doing 
ideoligical work. We should educate the people that the minor principles 
should be subordinated to the major ones, the individual to the collective, 
the part to the whole and immediate interests to long-term ones. We should 
also conduct education in correctly handling the contradictions among the 
people and education in solving problems through regular organizational 
channels. Do these measures mean name calling or talking like bureaucrats? 
The answer is no. On the prerequisite of fully taking into account the 
interests of individuals and satisfying their reasonable needs, we should 
give publicity to these principles with the aim of guiding people to look 
at matters from a broader viewpoint. Instead of reciting several dull 
principles while conducting education, we should proceed from actual con- 
ditions, explain the situation and reasons and do painstaking and thorough 
work. What if people turn a deaf e.+ io what we say? We must believe the 
majority of the masses, because most pevple are reasonable. So long as 
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what we have done is the truth, we will have the support of the people. 
Our people always keep the whole situation in mind, bear hardship nd 
observe discipline. The problem now is not that we have conducted 1 

much ideological education, but that we have not done enough. Some « 
rades have thrown away the fine party tradition of doing mass work an* 
have locked themselves up in small offices. What they are doing is 
nothing but marking words for special attention and writing instructions. 
on slips of paper. They wrongly think that these things are their entire 
work. They do not get in touch with the masses, spread propaganda anu 
explain things to the masses. Such a state of affairs should be reso- 
lutely changed. They should get out of their offices, go deep iato the 
masses and practical life and seek the language truly accepted and under- 
stood by the masses. They should explain things passionately and compre- 
hensively to convince the people overwhelmingly. It is important to treat 
people equally. It will not do to pose as leaders of dress people down. 
They should treat the masses as their bosom friends and have a confiden- 
tial and reciprocal exchange of views with tnem. Once the people believe 
that you are sincere and honest and that the facts and reasons you are 
explaining are reliable and tenable, they will be convinced and stand at 
your side. 


It is the greatest interest of the people of various nationalities to 
consolidate and develop the political situation of stability and unity 
ard concentrate their energy on the four modernizations. To uphold such 
interests means upholding the just interests of individual people. Sabo- 
taging such iaterests will harm the legitimate interests of the indi- 
vidual people in the end. Therefore, everyone is fully concerned with 
stability and unity and uses his own words and actions to promote such 
stability and unity. Some comrades simultaneously say: I will not make 
trouble and I do not want to poke my nose into such affairs. Such an 
attitude is of course better than the attitude of those who view trouble 
as fun and engage in gossip. However, it is wrong to say that what they 
are doing is already sufficient. Things in China should be done by the 
entire Chinese people. Conscientious citizens, particularly party and 
CYL members as advanced elements, should be concerned with matters which 
exc:ed their personal interests. They should not think only of matters 
concerning their own families, units and departments. They should have 
the affairs of the masses in mind and concern themselves with party and 
State affairs. At present they should maintain the political situation 
of stability and unity and consolidate order in society, work, produc- 
tion, teaching and scientific research. We must point out that a few 
comrades in our contingent lack a sense of responsibility to the party. 
They do not pay attention to discipline and regulations and fail to 
express their own views and the demands of the masses through the proper 
channels of democratic centralism. They frequently put up big-character 
posters in the streets. Such action produces an adverse impact and 
hampers stability and unity. Our practice over the past 10 years or so 
has proved that such methods are not helpful to the correct settlement 
of problems. On the contrary, such actions are easily utilized by 
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certain people. Communists and state personnel should not follow such 
practices. Using big-character posters as a means of spreading vicious 
lies, fallacies or reactionary political views to sabotage stability and 
unity is not allowed. In a word, we should exert joint efforts to whip 
up a strong social opinion: it is an honor to promote stability and 
unity and a disgrace to create trouble. We should minimize the activ- 
ities of a tiny number of “black sheep" and finally eliminate them. So 
long as the masses step forward courageously and express their fair views, 
troublemakers will not be able to stand their own ground. 


At present a small number of pecple blindly believe that "their problems 
will be solved in accordance with the gravity of the trouble they have 
stirred up" and that "no problem will be solved unless you create 
trouble." These people wrongly think that only if they produce trouble 
will their problems be solved. Where does such a philosophy originate? 
It is bad indeed, because when we get to the bottom of the matter we find 
out that such a philosophy originated precisely with Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" and is based on their reactionary theory that “making 
trouble will beat all." It it not correct that Wang Hongwen rode to 
power by instigating the “Anting incident" and by lying on a railway 
track as a means of presenting a petition? However, we have already set 
right this issue which was turned upside down. How can we follow this 
practice again today? In our socialist country, power is in the hands 

of the proletariat and the laboring people. Unreasonable matters will 
not be solved no matter how much trouble you create. Reasonable things 
will finally be solved, even if no solution is currently available. 
Therefore, it is wrong to willfully make trouble. It is equally wrong 

to stir up trouble even if justice is on your side. If justice is on 
your side, why should you make trouble? If you do so, you will lose the 
people's support, and justice will probably no longer be on your side. 

As a result, you will finally commit mistakes, even though you were 

right at the beginning. By creating disturbances you will sabotage order 
in society, production and work. You will disturb the people's minds and 
popular sentiment, produce adverse political effects and hamper overall 
interests. As a result, you will finally reap what you have sown. It 
does not matter much if there are only two families in contradiction with 
each other. However, the fact is that we live in a society with a vast 
population. Any disturbance will affect all of society. Once a smaii 
number of people create trouble, it will disturb the stability and unity 
of all people. Some people say: "If you do not make any trouble, nobody 
will give a damn about your problems." What they say is completely wrong. 
Today our party has made great efforts to make investigations, study the 
methods and adopt measures to gradually handle the problems that should 
be solved. We have done a great deal of work in recent years, and our 
efforts have been commended both at home and abroad. Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four" ran amuck for a decade and created a mountain of difficul- 
ties for us. Such difficulties cannot be solved overnight. A process 

is needed to tackle them. Everybody should make full allowances for the 
difficulties of our party. 
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Some people say again: Is it not right that we are attaching importance 
to democracy and freedom now? Of course we are attaching importance to 
democracy. Only by fully promoting socialist democracy can we arouse the 
enthusiasm of millions upon millions of people. We should uphold this 
principle forever. Lin Biao and the “gang of four" trampled upon 
democracy and defied human and divine laws. Their evil doings made our 
party, country and people suffer a great deal. We should never forget 
such a bitter lesson. However, just as they misunderstand the “emancipa- 
tion of the mind," some people wrongly think that promoting democracy 
means that they can say and do whatever they please. Naturally it is 
wrong to do so. It is indisputable general knowledge that the freedom of 
individual people should not hamper the freedom of all people and that 
the interests of individual people should not impair the interests of the 
collective and the state. From the very outset, democracy is not an aim 
but only a means. Our purpose in promoting socialist democracy is to 
unite with the people of all nationalities and bring every positive fac- 
tor into play so that they will work with one heart and one mind, go all 
out and aim high, and achieve greater, faster, better and more economical 
results in building our country into a modern and strong socialist power. 
In the meantime, we are doing our best to satisfy the ever-increasing 
material and cultural needs of the people. If what we have done is bene- 
ficial to the accomplishment of such a purpose, we will have promoted 
democracy correctly. Otherwise, we will have led the promotion of 
democracy astray. In socialist China, if we talk about democracy while 
separating ourselves from centralism or violating the rule of law, we are 
likely to fall into the trap of bourgeois democracy. This will only pro- 
duce a passive or even sabotaging role. Some people gather together to 
create disturbances, put up some frightening big-character posters or 

‘en storm and occupy leading organs in the name of "mass democracy." We 
should not allow them to do so, because they will affect order in society, 
work and production. We hold party and people's congresses to make deci- 
sions on state affairs. Our factories, communes, state organs, schools 
and organizations have held various meetings to discuss their work and 
carry out criticism and self-criticism. Thousands of our newspapers and 
magazines have implemented the policy of "letting a hundred flowers 
blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend" to approach various 
subjects. Only these things can be regarded as extensive democracy. It 
is true that in these respects many shortcomings need to be corrected and 
various kinds of obstructions must be broken through. However, since the 
direction has been pointed out and the road opened, we can give full play 
to our aspirations. Correctly exercising democratic rights is a sign of 
political maturity on the part of citizens. It means being responsible 
to the cause of the people and socialism. It is by no means a reckless 
and rash act. Practicing anarchism and ultraindividualism in the name of 
democracy can only hamper public interests and the socialist cause. We 
must absolutely oppose such practices. 


A tiny number of the scum of the community deliberately sabotage stabil- 
ity and unity. They proclaim themselves “defenders of democracy.” 
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Actually, they stand at the opposite side of socialist democracy. They 
spread views opposing the four basic principles or even link up with 
foreigners, exchanging intelligence for money. What they do humiliates 
our sense of honor and injures our national pride. Instead of making 
compromises with such deliberate disturbances and words and deeds which 
jeopardize the four modernizations, we should take a clear-cut stand and 
wage a tit-for-tat struggle against them. As for a few counterrevolu- 
tionary and criminal elements against whom investigation uncovers 
evidence, we should deal with them according to law. It is necessary for 
us to do so in order to maintain, consolidate and develop stability and 
unity. The masses will absolutely support our actions. 


Stability and unity are matters of great concern to the people throughout 
the country. So long as we raise our level of understanding and make 
unremitting efforts in various aspects, the political situation of 
stability and unity will be more and more developed, and the four moderni- 
zations will flourish more and more. 
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HOW LENIN TREATED THE MATTER OF ENFORCING AND OBSERVING THE LAW 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 62-65 
[Article by Lu Shilun [0712 0013 0243] and Gu Chunde [6253 2504 1795)] 


[Text] When Lenin became the leader of the Soviet state following the 
October Revolution, he paid considerable attention to establishing and 
strengthening the socialist legal system and adopted effective measures 
to enforce and observe the law. In establishing the socialist legal 
system, Lenin offered brilliant expositions that enriched and developed 
the Marxist theory of the legal system. Earnestly studying the applica- 
tion of these theories today, particularly his discussions of the prob- 
lems of enforcing and observing the law and examples of his strict 
adherence to these matters, is important to establishing the legal 
system in our country. 


a 


The building of the socialist legal system includes enacting laws as 
well as enforcing and observing them. Lenin believed that there would 
be some distance between enacting laws and enforcing and implementing 
them. While enacting laws is to bring the will of the people within the 
framework of the law, so that the will of the state may be expressed, 
enforcing and observing the law uses laws to adjust social relationships 
and uphold social order. The people's will may then be truly expressed. 
If the promulgated laws are not implemented and observed, they are just 
scraps of paper despite their fine wording. Therefore, Lenin called for 
strict observance of the revolutionary order and the decrees and orders 
of the Soviet Government and supervision of their implementation. He 
also suid: "The slightest offense or acts that undermine the Soviet 
order are loopholes that can be promptly used by the workers' enemies." 
(Lenin, "A Message to the Workers and Peasants," "Collected Works," 

Vol 29, p 510) 


Lenin was emphatic about enforcing and observing the law. He said: "If 


any decrees are not faithfully carried out, it is quite likely that they 
will become trifling matters and achieve completely opposite results." 
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(Lenin, “Speech at the First Congress of Agricultural Collectives and 
Agricultural Labor Combines," "Collected Works," Vol 30, p 173) Enforc- 
ing and observing the law is not something that can be achieved naturally 
and without much trouble, because obstacles will unavoidably arise. Such 
obstacles are raised by enemy saboteurs but also include those that exist 
among the people. Russia in Lenin's time had a large petty bourgeois 
population. He said: Under given conditions the petty bourgeoisie often 
gave expression to extreme revolutionary fanaticism without being able to 
display fortitude, a sense of discipline and organizaties and an unyield- 
ing spirit. Ideas deprecating the law and circumventing it readily con- 
formed with the petty bourgeois aversion to discipline and anarchism. 
"The ignorance of the masses and force of habit made them carry on as 
usual without understanding the need to strictly abide liy the decrees of 
the Soviet Government." (Lenin, "A Message to the Workers and Peasant:," 
"Collected Works," Vol 29, p 510) 


In terms of history, the people's resentment of the old affairs of the 
state encouraged them to distrust any legal system. This also affected 
the enforcement and observance of socialist laws, a prevailing mentality 
that is very difficult to overcome. Moreover, in seizing political power, 
the proletariat, as Lenin observed, "did not want the law in any form." 
It relied primarily on the masses' revolutionary actions under the 
guidance of party policies. This continued to exist in the early stages 
when the proletariat captured state power. This was partly responsible 
for the masses’ overlooking Soviet laws. As a result, Lenin emphatically 
pointed out in the first half of 1918: The Soviet Government's "current 
overriding task is to concentrate all efforts on achieving what are 
already decrees but have not become the principles for transforming 
enterprises." (Lenin, "The Current Tasks of the Soviet Government," 
"Selected Works," Vol 3, p 505) 





Lenin's exposition of the significance of enforcing and observing the 
law and his assessment of the factors that led in Soviet Russia to cir- 
cumventing the law contributed greatly to overcoming the longstanding 
mentality among the cadres and masses of showing contempt for the law, 
particularly the old force of habit of failing to enforce and observe 
the law, and to fostering and strengthening the socialist legal concept. 


Il 


In a special resolution on the observance of the law adopted in November 
1918 at an extraordinary session of the Sixth All-Russian Congress of 
Soviets, Lenin proposed that "all citizens of the republic, all Soviet 
Government organizations and all public servants strictly abide by the 
laws of the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic and all the 
resolutions, regulations and decrees, past or present, promulgated by 
the central government." This clearly showed that the body charged with 
strictly enforcing and observing the law embraced government organiza- 
tions, public servants and citizens. 


113 








Lenin attached great importance to the bas‘c experience of the Paris 
Commune as summarized by Marx and Engels. He believed that one of the 
essential characteristics of the state machinery of proletarian dicta- 
torship was the integration of the legislative and executive functions 
of the governing body. As the highest organ of power, the All-Russian 
Congress of Soviets was the organ for enacting laws. It was also the 
organ for implementing laws. These organizations and their personnel 
"must do the work personally, personally carry out the iaws they them- 
selves have adopted, personally check the results of implementing them 
in practical life and assume responsibility to the voters." (Lenin, 
"The State and Revolution,” "Collected Works," Vol 25, p 411) The 
principles Lenin expounded vere applicable to the highest organ of power 
of the state as well as to all state organizations, because all organs 
of the state had to promulgate laws and decrees of varying degrees of 
effectiveness within the framework of their functions. These laws and 
decrees required state organs which enacted them to observe and imple- 
ment them. OnJ.y thus would the state machinery of proletarian dictator- 
ship avoid degsnerating into a “bagatelle" of bourgeois parliamentalism 
or the executive departments of bourgeois bureaucrats. 


The courts, procuratorates and security organs of socialist countries 

are law-enforcing organizations. Whether they handle things according 

to law is particularly important to implementing the law. Lenin signed 
three decrees with regard to Soviet courts and directives on the estab- 
lishment of procuratorates, as well as the Soviet law on civil suits 
which was then in force. He made clear-cut provisions regarding the role, 
organization, functions, work procedures and methods of the courts, 
procuratorates and security organs. These were required to implement tie 
law, including conducting investigations, making arrests, carrying out 
searches, prosecuting and pessing judgment on criminals, strictly accord- 
ing to legal provisions. Only in this way would it be possible to achieve 
the glorious task of striking blows at the enemy and protecting the 


people. 


The functions of the countries of proletarian dictatorship are carried 
out by public service cadres or cadres working in state organizations. 
It is very important that the cadres, particularly leading ones at all 
levels, set an example and take the lead in observing the law. Only by 
their exemplary action in abiding by the law will it be possible to 
persuade the masses to observe the law on their own initiative. Lenin 
was particularly intolerant of cadres who undermined the legal system. 
He repeatedly stressed the need to crack down on bureaucratic practices, 
procrastination and delaying work and to combat extravagance, graft, 
feathering one's nest, corruption, bribery and all kinds of abuses of 
authority. Serious violations of law should be handed over to the 
courts to be severely dealt with according to law. When the Moscow 
revolutionary tribunal tried a bribery case involving four cadres of 
the Moscow prosecuting commission in May 1918, it sentenced each of the 
offenders to only 6 months' imprisonment. This was brought to the 
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attention of Lenin, who was so angered that he declared that failure to 
execute these corrupt officials before a firing squad while giving each 
of them a ridiculously light sentence shamed communists and revolu- 
tionaries alike. 


These comrades, Lenin asserted, should be publicly censured and summarily 
expelled from the party. 


The socialist law, in Lenin's view, was enacted by the people themselves 
and embodied their own interests and will so that they would consciously 
and energetically observe it. However, it must be understood that "the 
state falls under the category of taking mandatory actions." (Lenin, 
"More on Trade Unions, the Current Situation, and the Mistakes of 
Trotskiy and Bukharin," "Collected Works," Vol 32, p 88) By taking 
mandatory actions the state requires everyone to abide by the law it has 
promulgated. Since the law embodies the will of the people as a whole, 
it is inexorable in dealing with enemies of the people. It exercises 
similar coercive power and restraint on every section of the people. The 
compulsive nature of law will not be felt as such by the majority of the 
masses, who ire accustomed to abiding by their own laws. However, manda- 
tory actions should be taken against those who ignore persuasive educa- 
tion and break the law. This is required by the socialist legal system 
to protect the people's interests and consolidate the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 


Iil 


Lenin believed that to make a success of enforcing and observing the law 
it was necessary to uphold the principle that all men are equal before 
the law. He was opposed to all forms of privileged treatment and pro- 
hibited anyone from placing himself above the law or beyond its reach. 
Whoever transgressed criminal laws would be held legally responsible, 
without exception, for the offenses he had committed. Since special 
prerogatives and the legal system are irreconcilable, to accept one is 
to exclude the other. Therefore, it is very easy for the cadres of the 
state, particularly those assigned to leading posts, to use their pre- 
rogatives to undermine the principle of enforcing the law impartially. 
In this sense, Lenin, along with Marx and Engels, often emphasized that 
the cadres were no more than “workers, foremen and bookkeepers" or 
"public servants" or “servants of the people" "employed" by the masses. 
They only had the obligation of serving the people, without any right 

to ride roughshod over them. Since cadres were law enforcers, logically 
they should set examples in observing the law. In stressing the impor- 
tance of safeguarding leadership authority, strengthening organization 
and a sense of discipline and combating anarchic tendencies, Lenin also 
strongly opposed the practice of the leading cadres in particular of 
substituting their personal will for the laws of the land. Calling this 
practice a “remnant™ of the bourgeois bureaucratic system, Lenin called 
upon the workers and peasants to eliminate this vile practice in order to 
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safeguard and abide by the "decrees of the worker and peasant republic." 
The plain fact was that, if individual leaders considered what they 
wrote or said to be the unwritten law, it would mean that the masses or 
personnel assigned to the lower levels simpiy had to follow the will of 
their respective superiors, regardless of whether ic was at all necessary 
for them to abide by the laws of the land. Undex these circumstances, 
the socialist legal system would go up in smoke. 


Many of the Soviet Union's laws were drai'ted by Lenin and enacted under 
his leadership. However, he did not chanze them as often as he pleased. 
As the top leader of the state he respected sociaiist laws and never 
spared himself in observing them. For example, when the representatives 
of the Danilov plant wrote to Lenin in February 1919 requesting his help 
in allocating food supplies to the plant, he replied: "Since this ques- 
tion has already been decided by the Presidium of the Central Executive 
Committee on the basis of the constitution, which is above the People's 
Council, neither I as chairman of the People's Council nor the council 
itself has the right to annul this decision." (Quoted from "The Problems 
of the State and the Law in Lenin's Works," Legal Matters Publishing House, 
1958 Edition, p 109) Thus, by rejecting the plant's demand and educating 
its representatives on the importance of abiding by the law, Lenin set an 
example by taking the initiative in enforcing and observing the law. This 
is worthy of our emulation. 


To make a success of enforcing and observing the law, Lenin calied for 
legal supervision, which aimed at combating acts that were detrimental to 
the legal system and at insuring that the law would be correctly carried 
out. The socialist legal supervision, encompassing the whole society, 
exercised supervisory functions over party organizations, special organs 
of the state and the masses. 


The party is the core of leadership in socialist countries, while party 
organizations which supervise the implementation of the law contribute 
to placing the state under party leadership. Supervising special organs 
refers to the supervision of the procuratorates. Lenin said: "The only 
function of the chief of the procuratorate, that is, the task he must 
perform, is to insure that the republic as a whole truly understands the 
legal system, regardless of the differences in any locality, and is not 
subject to the influence of any locality." In the name of the prosecutor 
of the state, "the case is handed over to the court for its verdict." 
(Lenin, “On "Dual Leadership’ and the Legal Syster," Collected Works,” 
Vol 33, p 326) To enable the procuratorates to exercise the function of 
a legal supervisor, Lenin strongly advocated vertical leadership, from 
top to bottom, for all procuratorates in the country in order to bypass 
the interference of local organs. However, unless supervision of special 
organs is closely integrated with supervision by the masses, legal super- 
vision cannot be effectively carried out. 











In overseeing the implementation of the law, the masses exercise their 
right of being the masters of the house and participating in governing 
the country. After the October Revolution, Lenin led the Soviet Govern- 
ment to enact rules related to the functions of political, economic, 
cultural and educational establishments. These rules encouraged the 
people, and in the first place the workers, to govern the country and 
combat all forms of sabotage detrimental to the socialist legal system. 
They were assured of the right to expose and indict violations of the 

law and disruptions of social order by state organs and their personnel. 
Lenin urged state organs to handle with discretion and dispatch cases 
that were brought to light by the masses. He asked the person in charge 
of the People's Council to make public all messages of indictment sub- 
mitted to the People's Council. Despite his preoccupations, he would 
take time out to attend to letter. or calls from the masses. When he was 
seriously ill in 1921, he received a message from a Red Army fighter conm- 
plaining of violations of the law and acts of misappropriating public 
assets to feather one's nest by the cadres of local state organs in the 
Don River region. Lenin urged prompt handling of this case and told his 
secretary: "Be sure to find the correspondent and tell him the case he 
has brought up will be taken care of with my personal approval." (Taken 
from "A Brief History of Lenin's Life and Times," Chinese People's Uni- 
versity, 1952 Edition, p 334) Lenin deeply resented those cadres who 
used their influence to strike retaliatory blows at the masses who 
accused them of wrongdoing. In April 1919 the workers of a number of 
handicraft producer cooperatives in Novgorod informed Lenin about the 
unlawful requisitioning of cooperative premises and tools. Lenin cabled 
the Executive Committee of that oblast asking for a full investigation 
of the case. However, the message of indictment was passed on to the 
unit concerned, which took retaliatory stens against the accusers. As 

a result, several informants were arrested. Lenin was very angry when 

he learned what had happened, and he sent a cable to the authorities 
urging them to investigate the case and round up the offenders so that 
legal sanctions could be meted out to them. The importance Lenin attached 
to legal supervision resulted in the effective enforcement of Soviet 
laws. 
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DEMOCRATICALLY ELECT LEADING OFFICIALS OF BASIC-LEVEL ENTERPRISES 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 66-68 
[Article by Kang Yonghe [1660 3057 0735)] 


[Text] Since last year many pr, rtinces, municipalities and autonomous 
regions have followed the instr ction of the party Central Committee and 
the State Council om letting workers elect workshop directors, work sec- 
tion chiefs and team leaders. Some enterprises and individual scientific 
research units have been taken as experimental points in carrying out 
democratic elections and positive results have been achieved. Experi- 
ence proves that giving full prominence to socialist democracy and allow- 
ing the masses to democratically elect basic-level leading cadres reflect 
the objective needs of the four modernizations. We should further 
emancipate our thinking, raise our understanding and, on the basis of 
summing up the experiences at the selected points, gradually popularize 
these experiences. 


The democratic election of basic-level leading officials in the enter- 
prises is determined by the socialist character of our country. In our 
country all enterprises practice the socialist system of public ownership. 
The masses of people are the masters of the enterprises and enjoy the 
power of managing the eaterprises, whereas the leading cadres of the 
enterprises are public servants of the people. Thus, the election, 
supervision and dismissal of enterprise leading officials fall within the 
jurisdiction of the masses of workers. Just as Lenin said: "The masses 
should have the power to elect responsible leaders. The masses should 
have the power to dismiss and replace them. The masses should have the 
power to understand and check up on every detailed step of their activ- 
ities. The masses should have the power to promote workers to a position 
of leadership.” (First draft of the article, "The Current Tesks of the 
Soviet Political Power," "Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 27, p 194) Only 
by possessing such a power can the masses of workers in ar enterprise 
oflectively guarantee that the cadres will truly represeut the will and 
terest of the masses of workers, will forge close tics with the masses 
and will join the masses in implementing the state's general policies, 
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tasks and specific policies, thereby bringing into full play the 
superiority of the socialist enterprise. 


For a long time our enterprises have implemented the system of appointing 
cadres and letting the masses supervise them. Under specific historical 
conditions, such a method is entirely necessary. Trained and educated by 
the party and supervised by the masses, the vast majority of our enter- 
prises’ basic-level leading cadres are hardworking and uncomplaining; 

they work hard to serve the people and deserve to be called servants of 
the people. Nevertheless, there are flaws in such a cadres system. In 
selecting, testing and using cadres, one-sidedness is unavoidable. A 
phenomenon in which cadres feel responsible only to the higher level and 
do not feel responsible to the masses may easily occur. There are other ° 
defects, such as the cadres’ readiness to accept a higher post but not a 
lower post, their readiness to come in but not to get out, and over- 
staffed organizations. These defects become more and more unsuitable 

for speeding up the four modernizations and for democratizing socialist 
politics, now, some enterprise leading officials do not know how to 
manage affairs and do not know technology, yet they do not learn 

properly; therefore, they are extremely unsuitable for shouldering 
leading tasks. Some are sated with food, remain idle and drift along 
aimlessly. Others curry favor with the higher level, lord it over the 
masses and have the unhealthy tendency of taking advantage of their 
functions and power. Still others refuse to accept criticism, refuse to 
adopt suggestions and even randomly "label" and "make things hard for" 
other people. Although there are only a few cadres like the above, they 
produce extremely adverse effects. They repress the socialist enthusiasm 
of the masses of workers and fail to fully guarantee the right of the 
workers as masters. To prevent the cadres from divorcing themselves from 
the masses and to prevent the cadres, who are "society's public servants," 
from becoming "society's masters," over a century ago the Paris Commune 
proposed the important principle of election of cadres and dismissal and 
replacement of cadres at any time. Today, in implementing democratic elec- 
tions within the enterprises, what we are precisely doing is gradually 
implementing the principle of the Paris Commune. This is a major reform 
of our present cadres system. 


The tests at selected points in various localities show that there is 
much merit in implementing democratic elections within an enterprise. 
Through democratic elections we have expanded the democratic rights of 
the masses of workers, strengthened the working masses’ sense of being 
the masters, improved the relationship between workers and cadres and in 
turn aroused the revolutionary fervor and creative spirit of the masses 
of workers in running enterprises well and rendering contributions to the 
four modernizations. The masses of workers say: "If we work under 
unsatisfactory leaders, we feel tired even when we have nothing to do," 
but "If we select leaders after our own hearts, then we feel good even 
when we work."’ Through democratic elections the spiritual outlook of the 
cadres has also changed, thereby generally strengthening their concept of 
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the masses and their dedication to the revolution. Many cadres who have 
been reelected feel that the masses’ trust is also a form of pressure. 
Thus, if they still do things as before and if the workshops still look 
the way they formerly looked, then they will feel apologetic to the 
masses. It has been shown that units that have carried out elections 
have brought about changes in varying degrees in enterprise management 
and production outlook. 


There are definite conditions for the implementation of democratic elec- 
tions. Those who believe that definite conditions are unnecessary are 
wrong. Then, do most enterprises at present possess the conditions for 
elections? The work situation at the selected points can answer in the 
affirmative. Within the system under the Beijing Municipal Construction 
Materials Bureau there are 48 enterprises with a total of over 230 work- 
shops. To date, democratic elections have been concluded smoothly in all 
of them. This is an extremely convincing example. We should be able to 
see that, 30 years after the liberation, the political awareness of the 
broad masses of staffers and workers has been greatly raised. For over 

3 years following the victory in the struggle to expose and criticize the 
"gang of four," the correct and incorrect political lines and ideological 
lines have basically been clarified, a political status of security and 
unity has basically been realized and the attention of the people through- 
out the country has been shifted to the four modernizations. In such a 
situation the enterprises have been initially rectified, the leading 
bodies have been strengthened, unity among the masses has been improved 
and normal production procedures and working procedures have been estab- 
lished. Therefore, we can implement democratic elections. 


Within the enterprises in which sovereignty has been expanded, economic 
responsibility, economic results and economic interests have been inte- 
grated in a better manner, thereby creating even more favorable condi- 
tions for implementing democratic elections. Of course, we do not deny 
that a few enterprises still lack definite conditions for doing so. But 
conditions will not remain unchanged. In those units which, for the time 
being, are unsuited for the holding of democratic elections, the proper 
conditions can be swiftly created if efforts are made. If these units 
use the excuse of a lack of the necessary conditions to indefinitely 
postpone the work of elections, then they are wrong. 


As regards the launching of democratic elections in the present condi- 
tions, the comrades of some units selected for experiments have betrayed 
the following uneasiness: Will it bring about factionalism, encourage 
anarchism and disturb the status? Will cadres who dare to manage affairs, 
dare to speak up and dare to shoulder responsibilities fail to be elected, 
while "those who try to never offend anyone" will be elected? These 
problems are possible, but they can be avoided if we do the work well. 

We should firmly believe that the majority of the masses take the inter- 
ests of the whole into account, have the cardinal principles in mind and 
know how to treasure the status of security and unity. Even though a 
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few people may seize the opportunity to try some little tricks, they 
will not have the support of the majority. The broad masses of staffers 
and workers posses. a keen insight into a person's character and have the 
ability to judge cadres and select talent. No word and action of a 
cadre can escape the notice of the masses. The masses keep in their 
hearts an account book of who is good, who is inferior, who has "the 
talent of generalship" and who has "the talent of a division commander." 
The eyes of the masses are the living records of the cadres. They know 
whom they should select to become their leaders. Statistics from wits 
selected for experiments in Shandong, Ningxia, Heilongjiang and Beijing 
show that, through democratic elections, 83 percent of the workshop 
directors have been reelected for another term, and only about 17 per- 
cent have been changed. A large-scale reshuffling of cadres has not 
occurred. Also, cadres who have offended the masses but who have 
obtained the latter's understanding have not failed to be elected. 
Directors and deputy directors of workshops who have failed to be 
elected are mostly those who are old and physically weak, who lack 
organizational ability and who are seriously divorced from the masses. 
There are also some who have failed to be elected as a result of the 
simplification of the administrative structures, the reduction of staff 
or the selection of the better among the good ones. When appointing 
cadres, some units find it difficult to select talented people. But 
through democratic elections the masses have elected suitable people. 
The workshop directors and deputy directors wiio have been elected for 
the first time are mostly technical workers who have practical experi- 
ence and a definite organizational ability, engineering and technologi- 
cal personnel who embrace scientific and technological knowledge and who 
have a definite amount of practical experience, as well as work section 
chiefs, duty chiefs, planning personnel and controllers who have had many 
years of experience in managerial work and who have organizational abil- 
ity. Those units that have carried out elections have further consoli- 
dated their status of security and unity. The basic-level leading bodies 
have generally been strengthened; they are generally younger and more 
specialized and are more energetic in heading toward the four moderniza- 
tions. 


The experiences of the units selected for experiments also have told 

us that the key to doing a good job of holding elections is to respect 
the democratic rights of the broad masses of staffers and workers and 

to give full prominence to democracy. Comrades of many units reflect 
that, in the elections, the masses are generally concerned about two 
matters: First, that the leadership has "secreily designated" a list 

for all to circle their choices; and secondly, that the leadership will 
not approve of the people they select. Such worries of the masses are 
not without cause. They pose an acute question for our leading comrades: 
Are we engaged in true democracy or in false democracy of a formalistic 
and perfunctory nature? The successful experiences are: In the election 
the leadership does not impose rules and conventions and does not desig- 
nate the candidates; the candidates are proposed by the masses, and the 
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election methods of quota-free secret ballot are implemented; when there 
is a disagreement between the opinions of the leadership and those of 
the masses, the masses are welcome to express their differing opinions, 
and action is taken according to the opinions of the majority of the 
masses; and the people who have been elected by the masses will be rati- 
fied and appointed by the leadership without delay. The masses of 
workers are very happy about this way of doing things. 


Of course, what we mean here by engaging in true democracy is not engag- 
ing in extreme democratization but is democracy under party leadership 
and under central guidance. It is wrong to confuse giving prominence to 
democracy with letting things drift and engaging in anarchism, or to 
confuse centralized leadership with imposing rules and conventions on the 
masses so as to tie their hands and feet. If we do not want the party's 
leadership and do not carry out ideological work but rush headlong into 
elections, then we are bound to fail. From the experience of our work 
at selected points, we can see that in the process of election we must 
give prominence to democracy and at the same time strengthen leadership 
and should vigorously grasp well the following links: First, we should 
penetrate the workshops, work sections and teams to carry out investiga- 
tions and study, ascertain the ideological tendencies of the cadres and 
masses, have a good grasp of the concrete condition of the workshop 
directors, work section chiefs and team leaders and, proceeding from 
reality, formulate the plans and programs for democratic elections. 
Second, we should first do a good job at a workshop, work section and 
work team selected for experiments, obtain experiences and then popu- 
larize these experiences at different intervals and in different groups. 
Third, we should do a good job of ideological mobilization in a pene- 
trating manner, employ various forms to carry out propaganda and educa- 
tion on such issues as the masses being the masters, democracy and 
centralism, and security and unity, and enable the broad masses of 
cadres and workers to clarify the meaning, purpose and method of demo- 
cratic elections and to correctly treat democratic elections and cor- 
rectly exercise their democratic rights. Fourth, in considering candi- 
dates we should organize workshop directors, work section chiefs and 
team leaders to sum up and give reports on their work to their respec- 
tive units, affirm achievements and uncover shortcomings, and carry out 
self-criticism accordingly. Then we should mobilize the masses to 
evaluate the cadres from the viewpoint of one dividing into two, give 
the masses the opportunity to fully understand the cadres and criticize 
them, as well as give the cadres who have made mistakes the opportunity 
to recognize their mistakes and obtain the masses' understanding, and thus 
create favorable conditions for strengthening unity and eliminating mis- 
understandings. Fifth, we should safeguard the qualifications of cadres, 
clearly explain to the masses the various qualifications which workshop 
directors, work section chiefs and team leaders should possess as well 
as the duties they should shoulder, and persevere in considering candi- 
dates who embrace the twin criteria of ability and political integrity. 
Sixth, we should conduct separate ideological education on the cadres 
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who are elected and the cadres who fail to be elected, assist them to 
happily take up their new positions, enable the cadres who are elected 
to be worthy of the trust and expectations of the party and the masses 
and to serve the people wholeheartedly, and enable the cadres who fail 
to be elected to correctly treat the results of the election and per- 
form their new tasks positively. Units that have paid attention to 
grasping well these few links have generally carried out the task of 
elections more smoothly. 


Since democratic election is the reform of a system, it is impossible to 
avoid obstacles and difficulties; sometimes it is likely to suffer set- 
backs and defeats. Nevertheless, strengthening socialist democracy is 
a strong historical trend in our country at present, and the gradual 
promotion of democratic elections within enterprises is a principle set 
forth by our party. After all, it is the trend of the times and the 
desire of the people. We should raise our understanding, strengthen 
our confidence, vigorously carry out propaganda and carry out experi- 
ments at selected points in a positive manner. Under the unified 
leadership of the party, organizations of the party, government, trade 
union and youth league at various levels should work in close coordina- 
tion and, in integration with the reform and rectification of enter- 
prises, establish the system of democratic elections within enterprises 
in an organized, planned and systematic manner. 
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HOW WE ASSESS CADRES 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 59-70 
[Article by the CCP Committee of the No 1 Qiqihar Machine Tool Factory] 


[Text] Since September last year we have successively carried out two 
concentrated assessments of the 274 section cadres. We have done this 

in consideration of the needs of the four modernizations. With the shift 
in the focus of work we feel that, on the basis of our present facilities, 
if we want to tap latent potentials, carry out innovations and reforms 
and gradually attain the level of modernization, and if we want to pro- 
vide more and better machinery in support of modernization in other 
trades and undertakings, we urgently need a cadres rank that is both Red 
and expert. However, the qualifications of the cadres in our factory 

did not conform to such a demand. The majority of cadres agreed with the 
party's political line and wanted and expressed enthusiasm to go in for 
the four modernizations in a big way. But their thinking was not suffi- 
ciently emancipated, and their hands and feet were still tied. Many 
cadres had relatively low cultural, technological and managerial stan- 
dards which were far below the requirements of modern scientific manage- 
ment. Some cadres whose revolutionary will had waned hung onto their 
"iron rice bowls," cared only about getting by and not about working 
hard, and were sated with food and remained idle. Among the cadres rank 
there existed the phenomenon of "it makes no difference doing something 
properly or poorly. it makes no difference doing a lot or doing little, 
and it makes no difference doing the work or not doing the work"; enthusi- 
asm was dampened, and people of real ability and learning were not 
treated with importance. In view of this situation, our party committee 
has conducted repeated studies and has decided to conscientiously carry 
out, within the entire factory, an all-around assessment and evaluativun 
of the cadres so as to raise the quality of the cadres rank in order to 
meet the needs of the four modernizations. 


The results of the two assessments show that carrying out an assessment 
of cadres is a good method of judging cadres and selecting talents and 
is favorable to knowing one's subordinates well enough to assign them 
jobs commensurate with their abilities. Through this assessment we have 
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discovered that our previous impressions of some cadres were wrong: 

those we considered “able are actually unable," and those we thought 
“worthless are really not worthless." Some of them once formed the 

core force, but the quality of their work was poor, and their technical 
standards could not meet the needs of production. By contrast, some 
cadres who in our previous impression were "unknown" possess real ability 
and learning. This explains why it is only by implementing the system of 
assessment that we can understand our cadres--not through impressions but 
through practice; only in this way can we establish a reliable basis for 
the employment, reward and punishment, and promotion and demotion of 
cadres. And only on the basis of an assessment can we ascertain the 
shortcomings in our cadres work and urge ourselves on to strengthen the 
management, education and training of cadres. At present the cadres 
training system which our factory is implementing is formulated in the 
light of the results of the assessments. Since last year we have suc- 
cessively run various kinds of political, cultural, technological and 
management theory study classes for cadres of various categories and 
have trained by rotation 163 cadres of various categories. We have 
already scored preliminary achievements. 


Implementation of the system of assessment is favorable to encouraging 
the advanced and urging on the backward and to mobilizing the enthusiasm 
of the broad ranks of cadres. In the assessment the comparatively more 
outstanding cadres are further stimulated and are determined to make 
still further progress. After being promoted to technical deputy director 
of the axle workshop as a result of the assessment, a technician became 
more and more enthusiastic in mastering new techniques. Through repeated 
tests he finally succeeded in two major innovations including a grinder 
and a type of seamless steel tubing to be used as drilling rod, thereby 
solving a crucial problem in production. Wang Honglu, chairman of a 
workshop who is over 50 and who has cancer, upholds the revolutionary 
spirit of “although the candle is low it will burn to the end" and 
persevere in leading the staffers and workers in launching a great battle 
to rearrange a heat transmission network, thereby economizing some 20,000 
yuan of capital for the state. Those people who in the past loved to 
talk big, indulge in idle talk and tell lies, who did not study, did not 
carry out research and did not do things in a down-to-earth manner are 
also affected; they feel they must be honest, must learn from the begin- 
ning and must no longer “drift along aimlessly." Some cadres who in the 
past thought that they were experienced and had the means to hold on 

for a while now realize that if they do not learn new things they will 
lag behind and will not be able to catch up with the advancing pace of 
the four modernizations. In the rank of cadres a new style of studying 
assiduously has begun to emerge. The first term of the cadres study 
class in enterprise management expected an enrollment of 30, but it turns 
out that there are over 50 applicants. Some cadres have even applied 
several times. Many people insist on self-study after work, and some 
even take the initiative to attend the workers technical and theoretical 
classes and the foreign-language class for technicians. 
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In implementing the assessment of cadres, what do we stress? We stress 
political integrity as well as ability, and on that basis we examine 

and make demands on cadres. Then what are the criteria for measuring the 
political integrity and ability of cadres? On this issue, Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four" created all kinds of confusion. Some of our comrades 
have cherished one-sidedness in treating and employing cadres. Although 
they take both “political integrity and ability" into consideration, 

they tend to regard a person as superior or inferior according to his 
family background, social relations, and whether or not he is obedient. 
As a result, the merits of a cadre are not clearly distinguished from 
his demerits, rewards and punishments are unjustly rendered, and promo- 
tions and demotions are not properly executed. Such a lesson is extremely 
profound. We must emancipate thinking, shatter the conventions, eliminate 
all kinds of prejudices and obstacles and formulate the criteria for 
assessment that truly embody the principle of having both ability and 
political integrity. At present, when we look at a cadre, we should 
determine primarily whether he resolutely supports the party's line and 
general and specific policies, whether he embraces the practical spirit 
of dedicating himself to the four modernizations, whether he can endeavor 
to gain professional proficiency and scientific and technological knowl- 
edge, and whether he has the ability to do his job efficiently. Having 
arrived at such an understanding, we can adopt the method of integrating 
the leadership with the masses and, on the basis of investigations and 
study and repeated considerations, formulate more concrete criteria for 
assessment. The contents of assessment are three, and they are: work 
results, professional proficiency and style of thinking, with the empha- 
sis on work results. Then, in accordance with the different functions 
and division of labor, we can make different demands. Toward the polit- 
ical work personnel we can emphasize their ability in political and 
ideological work and their efficiency in work; toward production manage- 
ment cadres we can emphasize their professional proficiency and economic 
results; toward technical cadres we can stress their technological 
standard and work results. In our assessment we can st~ive to make 
objective and fair evaluations, select and properly utilize those who 
are really outstanding, promote some of them, put some of them in new 
leading posts and confer the glorious title of advanced cadres on some 

of them. Toward those who are not qualified for their posts we mur¢é 
make appropriate readjustments and concentrate on assisting and proncting 
some of them. In the past, some comrades who performed their tasks well 
and possessed rather high professional proficiency were not put in impor- 
tant positions because their family background was undesirable, their 
social relations were a little complicated or they had had general prob- 
lems politically and historically, and clearly organizationally as well. 
This time we have changed our method. On the basis of the assessment, 

we take into consideration the working ability of the individuals, make 
appropriate arrangements and enable them to bring their role into play 

at the important posts. 
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Implementation of the assessment of cadres is a new topic in the work 

of managing cadres. It involves a broad area and a complicated situa- 
tion. Among cadres and the masses we cannot avoid the chance of encoun- 
teriag al! kinds of problems. In the course of trial-implementing the 
system of assessment of cadres we have aimed at the ideological condi- 
tion of the cadres and masses and have, from beginning to end, done 

our political and ideological work well. Some cadres reflected a senti- 
ment of grievance; they felt that, since they busied themselves in work, 
they had toiled even if they had not performed merits, and that there- 
fore the implementation of assessment of cadres was “to kill the donkey 
the moment it leaves the millstone." In view of such a thinking and 
sentiment, we have strengthened propaganda and education at all kinds of 
meetings and repeatedly explained how the assessment of cadres is for 
the purpose of examining our style of thinking and professional standards, 
ascertaining our shortcomings, distinguishing the superior from the 
inferior and strengthening the building of the cadres rank so as to more 
effectively meet the needs of the four modernizations. This is a way of 
cherishing and supervising the broad ranks of cadres and is definitely 
not an attempt to bring about a “large-scale reshuffling." Through our 
work we have enabled the broad ranks of cadres to clearly recognize the 
new situation and the duties they shoulder, to transform the pressure 
into a motivating force and to consciously take part in the work of 
assessment. 


As a result of the assessment, some cadres who were not qualified for 
their work were reassigned; they were unable to understand why and 
therefore felt that they had “lost face." Some cadres who after the 
assessment were reassigned to new jobs returned to their homes, and their 
children asked them what mistakes they had made, their wives felt too 
embarrassed to go out, and the people all around talked about them. As 
a result, they felt frustrated mentally and took a long time to report 
to their new posts. To solve the ideology of this group of cadres, we 
have patiently and meticulously conducted ideological work among the 
families and in society, stated the reasons to all, and explained how 
cadres of the Communist Party, regardless of rank, are all servants of 
the people and public servants of society. To be ready to be an offi- 
cial as well as one of the common people and to be ready to work both at 
the top and at the grassroots are the traditions and style of the party. 
There is no such thing as "inglorious” or “losing face." That unreason- 
able phenomenon of "once he becomes an official a man stays an official 
all his life," regardless of his ability, quality of work and qualifica- 
tion for the job, and nothing can change it, must not continue. We 
should take the overall situation into account and have the cardinal 
principles in mind, overcome erroneous viewpoints and discard individual 
gains and losses. Through our patient assistance and education, these 
cadres have raised their understanding and have happily taken up their 
new posts. While doing political and ideological work well, we have 
also paid attention to strictly implementing the party's policies. As 
regards some 20 cadres whom we have reassigned because they are 
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unqualified for their jobs, ideologically we will still regard them as 
the core force; politically we will treat them as before; in the matter 
of livelihood we will still show our care and concern; and organiza- 
tionally we will still manage and assess cadres according to their 

rank, try our best to use them according to their talents, make rational 
arrangements and, after training them and raising their level, will 
still employ them according to the standards they have attained. 


9335 
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ON THE SOVIET HEGEMONISTS' ‘ANTIHEGEMONISM' 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 pp 71-73 
[Article by RED FLAG commentator] 


[Text] In recent months there have been two novelties in the inter- 
national arena: In their multilateral or bilateral diplomatic activ- 
ities, Soviet diplomats have been clamoring for “prohibiting hegemonism 
in international relations," prating about "condemning hegemonism and 
thwarting any attempt to achieve hegemony in international affairs" and 
“getting rid of the practice of the international relationship of 
hegenonism and any expression of hegemonist and expansionist policies" 
and so on. They have been very busy making speeches, demanding that 
something be included in a certain agenda, proposing motions or getting 
things written into treaties. Meanwhile, a Soviet leader recently 
announced in East Germany that the Soviet Union is to unilaterally with- 
draw 20,000 troops and 1,000 tanks from East Germany "to set an example 
in working toward breaking the deadlock in efforts over the past long 
years to realize military detente in Europe and turn such efforts from 
empty talk into concrete action.” He also said that if West Europe does 
not depicy any more medium-range nuclear missiles, the Soviet Union is 
prepare: to reduce the number of medium-range nuclear missiles deployed 
in the western Soviet Union. 


Why is it that the Soviet hegemonists, who have always done their utmost 
to vie for world hegemony and who fly into a rage at the mention of anti- 
hegemonism, have suddenly become so interested in antihegemonism? No 
answer to this can be found in the high-sounding language of the Soviet 
diplomats. However, the answer, either overt or covert, can still be 
found in commentaries in the Soviet press and news agency. TASS said: 
This is "a combination of a novel style in tactics and the continuity of 
strategy," and “as far as novelty is concerned, it lies in its being a 
term now fashionable in international political exchanges." That is to 
say, in strategy I will continue with my hegemonism, but in tactics there 
is no harm in introducing some new tricks and using the "term" of "“anti- 
hegemonism" as well. The Soviet LITERATURNAYA GAZETA gave a more point- 
blank answer: "It is still easy for some people who are inclined to 
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ponder questions in the Chinese way to gain a wrong impression, confuse 
the definitions and, in a word, get muddled" about whether the Soviet 
Union intends to oppose hegemony. Therefore, it is imperative to 

“snatch” the "weapon" of antihegemonism from the people who are opposed 
to Soviet hegemonism. (Obviously, in the eyes of the Soviet LITERATURNAYA 
GAZETA, these people include the Chinese, who are “inclined to ponder 
questions in the Chinese way.") This means that I do not care what you 
do in opposing my hegemonism, for I can cry louder about “antihegemony”™ 
than you, and I can go the other way round and stigmatize you with the 
label of hegemonism; in this way I am going to kill two birds with one 
stone--on the one hand, I can point the spearhead of antihegemonism 
against others and divert people's attention from me; on the other, it 
can help change the unfavorable impression of others about me and extri- 
cate me from the dire straits into which I have fallen and been encircled. 
What else can the magical effect of these so-called “novel tactics” be? 


In seeking world hegemony the Soviet ruling clique relies mainly on its 
military strength. The deployment of offensive forces aimed at other 
countries has been the major means it employs for intimidation and polit- 
ical blackmail. Why should it now want to offer to reduce its military 
forces deployed and directed against West Europe? There has been much 
discussion among world nations about the intentions of the Soviet Union. 
The opinions can be boiled down to the following points: 


1. In engaging itself in arms expansion and war preparations and trying 
to fulfill its expansionist ambitions, the Soviet Union has not only 
directly infringed upon the sovereignty of many countries, but also 
become an increasingly serious threat to peace and tranquillity in vast 
areas of the world. In some Western countries the dissatisfaction of 
public opinion with the weakness and incompetence of their governments 
in the face of Soviet hegemonism has been gaining momentum, accompanied 
by a growing call for strengthened national defense and a regional joint 
defense against the Soviet expansionist offensive. Under these circum 
stances, the Soviet Union is “anxious to offset" the damage already done 
to its image abroad, induce “ordinary voters in the West" to vote for 
those members of parliament who demand reductions in national defense 
budgets despite the Soviet military threats, rope in as its supporters 
politicians in the West who want “detente” with the Soviet Union at any 
cost, and "win" the “trust” of the Third World countries. 


2. The tolerance of the people of the Soviet Union for the extremely 
heavy burden of military expenses and prohibitive costs of aggressive 
and expansionist activities is wearing thin, with more and more people 
becoming skeptical and full of misgivings. In posing as "a principal 
patron of detente," the Soviet rulers intend to worm their way into 
their people's confidence and make them believe that their rulers are 
for disarmament and peace, while it is everyone else who is truly in the 
way of disarmament and peace, and that it is necessary to tighten their 
belts, put up with the heavy burden and even be ready to serve as cannon 
fodder. 
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3. The Soviet Union hopes to drive a "wedge" between the United States 
and its West European allies to upset the NATO plan to strengthen its 
nuclear defense. The Soviet Union is unable to match the United States 
and West Europe in economic might. If West European countries also take 
serious military measures to counter Soviet military threats, they may 
put the Soviet plan of world domination in jeopardy. Therefore, if the 
Soviet Union can only sow discord among NATO members and prevent NATO 
from taking concerted actions, it will be able to “further its armament 
superiority" and make itself a victor without really going to war. Any 
price paid for this will be negligible. Although the Soviet Union has 
lagged behind the West in certain categories of nuclear and conventional 
weapons, it has long overtaken the West in number of conventional arms. 
In particular, it has established its strike superiority over the West 
in the number of troops deployed in Europe. It is now going to reduce 
by a small and insignificent number these troops that have constituted 
its superiority. Furthermore, it is merely a guarantee on a scrap of 
paper that the Soviet Union is “prepared to reduce the number of medium- 
range nuclear weapons deployed in the western part of the Soviet Union," 
since there is no practical way of checking on this. 


Many facts have already demonstrated whether the ruling clique of the 
Soviet Union is indulging in hegemonism and ;reparing for a new aggres- 
sive war. This has also been pointed out by “ne just voice of the inter- 
national public. By saying a few empty words about "antihegemonism" and 
pulling a trivial 20,000 troops from East Europe, where Soviet troops 

are densely deployed, the Soviet Union can convince nobody that the 
butcher has dropped his cleaver and become a Buddha or that the Soviet 
Union is no longer interested in hegemonism. Antihegemonism is a polit- 
ical stand with a specific definition and clear content. Antihegemonism 
means opposition to any one country's trampling on any other country's 
sovereignty by political, economic and especially military means, occupy- 
ing foreign territories, interfering in any other country's internal 
affairs, plundering others’ wealth, threatening the security of other 
countries and world peace, intending to control, manipulate or dominate 
other countries or a certain region and even seeking domination over the 
whole world. If the Soviet authorities really want to oppose hegemonism, 
they must take concrete steps to show their sincerity. At present, they 
can at least do the following: 


1. Immediately withdraw all of the Soviet occupation troops from 
certain East European countries and Mongolia. 


2. Immediately withdraw from certain African countries the Cuban merce- 
naries kept by the Soviet Union and let African countries settle their 
domestic disputes or disputes among themselves. 


3. Immediately withdraw from certain Asian countries the Soviet so- 
called military "advisers," military "experts" and other military person- 
nel under civilian cover engaged in subversion and seeking to control 
their host countries. 
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4. Stop supporting all the aggressive activities carried out by the 
Vietnamese regional hegemonists against other countries, take concrete 
actions to prevent the Vietnamese authorities from implementing their 
plans to annex foreign territories and establish a so-called "Indo- 
chinese federation," urge the Vietnamese authorities to immediately 
withdraw their army of aggression from Kampuchea and their occupation 
army from Laos and restore the sovereignty and independence of these 
two countries and bring peace back to the Indochinese region. 


5. Halt all Soviet activities of military intimidation, intervention, 
subversion and other activities aimed at controlling foreign countries 
in any part of the world. 


6. Stop arms expansion and war preparations and comprehensively disarm 
all offensive military forces in excess of the number needed for defen- 
sive purposes. 


If the Soviet Union fails to do all these things, then in the words of 
the Soviet LITERATURNAYA GAZETA, “is it not true that such high-sounding 
words are worthless?" 


Some historical lessons are still fresh in people's memory and can well 
be used for reference. Everyone knows that Hitler was an out-and-out 
hegemonist determined to lord it over Europe. However, to cheat his 
opponents and lull their fighting will, he once exerted himself and 
dressed up as an ardent champion of peace. On the eve of his seizure of 
power, he told his followers: "I may be paying lipservice to peace while 
pondering war at heart." In his first statement after assuming control of 
his country, he said he was determined to "join others in safeguarding and 
strengthening the peace that mankind so eagerly desired at the time." On 
many occasions after that he also declared his willingness to take part 
in "disarmament" negotiations, "abandon all offensive weapons" and even 
"disband" "all" his "troops." For different reasons, many people in 
Europe at that time accepted his pack of lies as the truth. For example, 
Britain's Chamberlain, at that time the prominent political figure and 
major advocate of the policy of appeasement, said after his first meeting 
with Hitler: "Although I could tell from Hitler's face that he was 
fierce and heartless, I think his words are still trustworthy once he 
undertakes a pledge." Statesman like Chamberlain, who took subjective 
wishes and fantasies for reality, sat idly by and remained indifferent 

to (and some even helped Hitler) the expansion of the German Army. So 
Hitler asked for a feot after being given an inch and became greedier 

in his expansionist ambitions. This finally led to the outbreak of a 
world war and an unprecedented catastrophe for Europe. Soviet efforts 
today in arms expansion and war preparation and strategic military 
deployment aimed at world domination have reached such proportions that 
they are seriously threatening world peace and the security of all coun- 
tries. However, the Soviets are raising a hullabaloo about "peace" and 
"“disarmamerc" and are even clamoring about "“antihegemonism" just like a 
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thief crying "stop thief." Such a situation really sets people thinking; 
it makes us ponder what the Soviet hegemonists are up to. It is advisable 
to review historical lessons and consider how to go beyond phenomena to 
view a question in its essence and avoid being taken in. 


Tn the West many people are now saying that there is contention between 
the so-called "doves" and so-called "hawks" in the Soviet ruling clique, 
and that in the present stage the "doves" are in power. These people 
continue to pin their hopes for prolonging peace on the "doves'" remain- 
ing in power. Nevertheless, there are other people who are more sober 
minded. One British newspaper said: "There is such nonsense that ‘doves’ 
exist in the Kremlin headed by Mr Brezhnev, whose only or greatest hope 
for victory in the fight to secure succession to the highest office lies 
in the permission given by the West for the Soviet Union to maintain or 
strengthen its already immense military superiority." The same paper 
pointed out that, in fact, "Marshal Brezhnev is very good at preparing 
for war (he actually has started wars in some places) while glibly talk- 
ing about peace." This has presented a vivid picture of today's "peace" 
offensive mounted by the Soviet Union. 


Whether the Soviet Union is intent on hegemonism or aggressive wars is 
not determined by the personal likes or dislikes of any individual leader 
but by the set principles and policies of the ruling clique of today's 
Soviet Union. This clique has gone wild for a long time and has been 
going swiftly down the road of hegemonism. It is just like a train 
speedily rumbling in a dangerous direction, impossible to suddenly grind 
to a halt or make an abrupt about-face. The entire history of the strug- 
gle of the people of the world against hegemonism tells us that the 
hegemonists do not understand any talk about what is called human con- 
science and morality, because they can only understand the language of 
strength. Their hegemonist ambitions are in direct proportion to their 
strength, especially their military strength. They will not restrain 
themselves from their diplomatic or other activities keyed to aggression 
and expansion until telling blows are dealt to them and until their 
activities are kept in check. The Soviet hegemonists today have met with 
many difficulties and setbacks, yet this has not been enough to force 
them to make big changes, because the Soviet people in the final analysis 
are still in a powerless position. 


Drawing on the experiences gained in their struggles against imperialism 
and hegemonism over the past long years, the Chinese people are well 
aware that one must not harbor any illusions about hegemonists. We can 
stop the aggression and expansion by the hegemonists and foil their plan 
to provoke a new war only when we persist in hard work done in a down-to- 
earth manner. Although the Soviet hegemonists have started up all their 
propaganda machinery, harped on anti-China tunes and made the false 
countercharge that China is a “hegemonist”™ country, their libel has 
failed to add any color to their cause, nor has it been able to force the 
Chinese people to back down from their antihegemonist stand. So long as 
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the hegemonists do not stop their acts of aggression and expansion, the 
Chinese people, together with all the countries and peoples in the 
world that are subjected to hegemonist aggression, suppression, intimi- 
dation, bullying or control, will carry the antihegemonist struggle 
through to the end. 
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On the Ugly Performances of the Big and Small Hegemonists 
(Zhang | ee ee eee eee eeaeeeeeneeeeneneeneewetes# 


On the Righteousness of the Counterattack for Self-Defense 
(Zheng tt 660000606 00066600006 0068 OS0 oS FOO ees CORO OSE CS 


Cuba Today--A Satellite and Hired Thug of Soviet Social 
Imperialism 
(Zhou Yan) se @eeeeneeeeee se eeeeeeeeeeeeweeeneeeeespeeeeeeeeeee 


The Current Danger of War and the Defense of World Peace 
(RED FLAG commentator)....... occcccccccccoes sccccccccecs 


On the Soviet Hegemonists' ‘Antihegemonism' 
(RED FLAG Commentator)... csecscccesscccescecees TeTTTT 
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THE CHINESE CHARACTERS 'GAI' [2395] AND 'GAI' [5556] 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 inside back cover 
[Article by Feng Mingqing [7458 2494 7230]: "'Correct' and ‘Cover Up'"] 


[Text] It is inevitable that anyone who works will have defects and 

make mistakes. There are two attitudes toward defects and mistakes: 

"correct" and “cover up." Which one is good? Obviously it is better 
to correct. 


Nevertheless, some of our comrades prefer to "cover up" instead of 
correcting their own defects and mistakes. There are the following 
ways of covering up: (1) Denying and refusing to admit mistakes. 

(2) Resorting to all means to shift the responsibility elsewhere, blam- 
ing those above and those below. (3) Resorting to ingenuity and 
sophistry, creating excuses for themselves. If you say that he is 
claiming special privileges, he will say that it is “rational consid- 
eration" and "for the sake of the work"; if you say that he fails to 
penetrate the masses and suffers from bureaucratism, he will say that 
"the heavy workload makes it impossible to go below," etc. (4) Suppres- 
sion and attack. Those complaining about them are either reprimanded for 
"lack of respect for the leaders" or retaliated against when the oppor- 
tunity arises. Their intent is to cover up their defects and mistakes, 
and their goal is to protect their prestige, reputation and position. 


Defects and mistakes exist objectively, and it is impossible to conceal 
them. A Yugoslav author wrote a story entitled "The Emperor's Funny 
Ears.’ An emperor of long ago had a pair of long and sharp ugly ears. 

To conceal them, he made a big hat to cover them up, and he killed the 
barbers who had given him haircuts. As a result, the more he concealed, 
the more well known it became. He had to admit that "it is impossible 

to conceal any ugliness in the world." Making mistakes is not frighten- 
ing. "What is frightening is to persist in one's mistakes and refuse 

to admit and correct them out of hypocrisy and embarrassment." ("Notes of 
a Political Commentator," "Complete Works of Lenin," Vol 26, p 41) All 
comrades, especially the leaders, must humbly accept criticism, openly 
admit their own defects and mistakes and courageously correct them. This 
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is an attitude of responsibility toward the party and the masses, the 
motivating force for improving one's own ideology and work, and a virtue. 
It will benefit the revolution, while the individual himself will not 
suffer a loss; it will only raise his prestige instead of lowering it. 

In the pursuit of the four modernizations we must vigorously promote 

the materialist attitude of seeking the truth from the facts and 
courageously adhere to the right and correct the wrong. 
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SUCH A WAY TO SAY HELLO 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 12, 2 Dec 79 inside back cover 
[Article by Cheng Huayao [4453 5478 5069]: "Is This the Way To 'Notify'?"] 


[Text] Today, when some comrades make inspections at the lower level, 
they not only scratch the surface and perform superficially, but always 
like to make a telephone call first, "notifying" the unit concerned. 
Thus, after the "notification" the lower-level unit makes elaborate 
preparations, showing great hospitality to the inspector and “entertain- 
ing" him with a lavish banquet. Or, rush preparations are made at the 
worksite, and a false display is presented for the leader's inspection 
and good word. Such "inspection and guidance" work not only fails to 
produce a promotive effect on the work, but also encourages formalism 
and an unhealthy tendency. Ridiculing such an undesirable work style, 
the masses have created a rhyme: "Riding around in the car in the morn- 
ing; looking outside through the glass windows; tasting delicacies at the 
lower level at noon; listening to reports and returning home." 


Naturally, we do not categorically object to notifying the lower level in 
advance of an inspection. What we object to are the "notifications" 
hinting at "preparations" and "entertainment." In the plays in ancient 
costumes, the official on tour will always sound the gong to open the way, 
display signs demanding "silence" and "withdrawal," swagger through the 
streets and manifest his arrogance. On the other hand, tw observe the 
feelings of the people and eliminate the wicked officials for them, 

those who are considered “honest officials" by the people often make 
private visits incognito. Our Communist Party cadres are all servants of 
the people and should be hundreds and thousands of times superior to the 
so-called "honest officials" in the feudal era. Making inspections at 
the lower level and helping with the work are the proper functions of the 
leading cadres. They must penetrate the masses before they can clarify 
the true situation. The “notification” discussed above is basically 
unfavorable to association with the masses. Though not the same as the 
tours of the feudal officials, in terms of the substance of the ideologi- 
cal work style one cannot say that it is not somewhat of a continuation! 
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